
[image: image1.wmf]
Options   

          for Farm Families Programme
Workload Appraisal
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How to use this worksheet

Use this worksheet to examine how you are currently balancing working on the farm, working in the home, working off-farm (for some) and making time for yourself and your family

This examination will provide a basis for addressing some important questions:

· Are you content with the current balance between work and family/leisure time?

· How can a better balance be achieved?

· How can workload be reduced?

· With respect to the farm what is the return on your labour input?

	Sometimes there will be a difference of opinion within a family – the farmer may be fairly content putting in long hours on the farm whereas the spouse or partner may feel the farm is taking up too much time (does this sound familiar?)




Don’t Worry !
This table may look complicated but it is not.  It will take time to complete but the end result will be very interesting.  Use typical or average hours.

Workload (hours)
	
	Working on the farm (including farm related paperwork, phone etc.)
	Working in the home (including minding children, elderly, school runs etc.)
	Off farm employment (including travel time)
	Family / leisure time (including meal times, bringing children to and from sports, music etc
	Holidays (days)

	
	Farmer
	Spouse

/partner
	Farmer 
	Spouse

/partner
	Farmer
	Spouse

/partner
	Farmer 
	Spouse

/partner
	

	Spring
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Monday
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tuesday
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wednesday
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Thursday
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Friday
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Saturday
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sunday
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Avg / wk
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Summer
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Monday
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tuesday
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wednesday
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Thursday
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Friday
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Saturday
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sunday
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Avg / wk
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Autumn
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Monday
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tuesday
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wednesday
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Thursday
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Friday
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Saturday
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sunday
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Avg / wk
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Winter
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Monday
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tuesday
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Wednesday
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Thursday
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Friday
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Saturday
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sunday
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Avg / wk
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total holidays in days per year (farmer and spouse/partner)


	


Summary - Average hours per week 

Enter the average per week figures from the previous table in the table below.

	
	Working on the farm (including farm related paperwork, phone etc.)
	Working in the home (including minding children, elderly, school runs etc.)
	Off farm employment (including travel time)
	Family / leisure time (including meal times, bringing children to and from sports, music etc

	Avg./wk (from previous table)
	Farmer
	Spouse /partner
	Farmer
	Spouse /partner
	Farmer
	Spouse /partner
	Farmer
	Spouse /partner

	Spring                (a)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Summer             (b)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Autumn             (c)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Winter               (d)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Avg./wk over year

(a+b+c+d/4) 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Now calculate 

	
	Farmer
	Spouse / partner

	Average working hours per week
	
	

	Average hours – family / leisure time
	
	

	Total holidays in days (from previous table)
	
	


Return on your labour

Examine how you are doing in terms of income per hour. How does the farm compare with an off-farm job?  You may have already calculated your total farm income after tax when completing the Viability Appraisal worksheet.  If not estimate farm income after tax per week.

	Total hours working on farm /wk (farmer + spouse/partner)
	Total farm income after tax /wk

(total income / 52)
	Income (€) per hour

	
	
	

	Total hours off-farm employment /wk (farmer)
	Weekly income from off-farm employment (after tax)
	Income (€) per hour

	
	
	

	Total hours off-farm employment /wk (spouse /partner)
	Weekly income from off-farm employment (after tax)
	Income (€) per hour

	
	
	


	Did you know?

Average number of hours working per week in the PAYE sector is 39 ½ (2004)

Average hourly pay is                           €13.45 (all industrial workers 2004)

Minimum pay per hour is                      €7.65 per hour
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