
 

     Notes 
Teagasc Notes for the week ending Friday August 3rd 2018 

 

Drystock 
Drought problems continue 
At the time of writing the weather forecast is looking more unsettled and it is likely we will get some 
rain over the next few days. It will not be enough to solve our problems but it is a welcome start and 
hopefully will have arrived by the time you are reading this article. At this time meal feeding is 
essential on all drystock farms. Even if you have some grass remaining it needs to be stretched until 
normal grass covers are established again. 
 
Meal feeding 

 Kg Fresh Fodder Meal Levels CP% 

Suckler cows    

Baled silage 18 3-4kg 14-16% 

Hay 7 3-4kg 14-16% 

Store Cattle 
(450kg) 

   

Baled silage 12 4.0kg 14-16% 

Hay 5 4.0kg 14-16% 

Weanlings 
(250kg) 

   

Baled silage 8 2-3kg 14-16% 

Hay 3 2-3kg 14-16% 

A good water supply is essential at all times. 
 
Tips for filling the gap 
Apply 30 units N now to all paddocks that are still green. The rain will wash this in when it arrives and 
give a kick start to growth. If rain is delayed more than expected the nitrogen will remain on the 
ground and will not be lost. 
1. When grass starts growing again: 
Apply 30 units N to the rest of the grazing area. A second cut silage harvest still has to be aimed for. 
Where silage fields have been grazed they will need extra nitrogen. Surplus bales should be taken off 
paddocks where possible. The grass cover across the whole farm will be the same as growth is 
starting from bare paddocks in all cases. It is vitally important that you maintain the rotation and resist 
the temptation to run animals around the whole farm as soon as grass begins to appear. Aim to build 
covers in August to ensure there is a bank of grass built up on paddocks for autumn grazing to avoid 
having to house stock early. 
Look in to the possibility of short term land rental (6-8weeks) to grow a meadow of grass.  
2. Reduce the demand for feed: 
Autumn calved suckler cows should be weaned and tightened up. Early spring calved cows with well 
grown weanlings should also be weaned. Stop the breeding season now. Cows going in calf now will 
not calve until May. Empty suckler cows should be fattened and sold. 
Cattle close to finish (heifers and steers within 4-5 months of finishing) can be built up on to ad-lib 
ration and finished (maintain at least 10-15% forage in the diet). 
3. Role for meal feeding: 
Meal feeding can bridge the gap between what forage is required and what is available. Meals must 
be fed now with forage to stretch fodder supplies currently on the farm. Where possible buy grain 
direct from farms – storage, treatment or feeding out all need to be considered. Purchased beet is an 
alternative to meals but it needs to be balanced for protein. 
 
 



Sheep 

 Wean lambs and give them priority grazing. 

 Feed 300-500g per day of concentrates to lambs. 

 Where grass supplies are limited or of poor quality, concentrate level must be increased. 

 Draft lambs when fit. 

 Tighten the remaining ewes on a small area of grazing and feed hay or silage if necessary. 
 

Fodder Options 
Every possibility to fill the looming fodder deficit this winter must be considered. There are a number 
of options which are suited to different farming circumstances. 
Brassica crops 

Crop Sowing 
time 

Seeding 
rate/ac 

Time of 
utilisation  

Expected Yield 
(tonnes DM/ha) 

DM% CP% 

Hybrid brassica 
Redstart 

Jun-Aug 3.5-4.0kg Aug-Feb 6-8 12-14 18-20 

Fodder rape 
Stego 
Greenland 

July-Aug 3.5-4.0kg Oct-Feb 4.6 12-14 18-20 

Stubble turnip 
Tyfon 

April-Sept 2.0-3.0kg Jun-Feb 3-5 8-10 18-20 

  

 Preferably drill the seed to improve establishment. 

 Apply N and P as per your fertiliser allowance ( normally 200-250kg/acre 18-6-12) 

 Fodder rape is suitable for grazing with cows, cattle and sheep. 

 Gorilla Hybrid Fodder Rape can sustain multiple grazings as it will regrow. Do not graze too 
bare in the first grazing to avoid damaging the growing point. 

 Stubble turnips are most suitable for grazing by sheep and younger cattle. 
On livestock farms sow in fields that are due to be reseeded this year or next year. Graze the crop up 
to mid-March and then reseed the field. Choose free draining fields to minimise poaching damage 
when grazing. Where there are cereals on the farm sow after harvest. Brassicas are not suitable for 
baling due to low dry matter. 
Hybrid and Italian Ryegrass 
This is probably the best option on most livestock farms. It can be sown up to mid-September but the 
earlier the better. It can be grazed, zero-grazed or cut for silage this autumn and for up to 2 years. It 
has the potential to yield up to 16 tonnes DM/ha. Fertilise as per your fertiliser allowance (normally 
125-150kg/ac 24-2.5-10 at sowing and in mid-January apply a bag of urea to maximise spring 
growth). Sow in fields that are due to be reseeded over the next year or two. 
 
The Teagasc helpline number for farmers seeking assistance is 087 - 7971377. 
 

 

 


