
 

     Notes 
Teagasc Notes for week ended Friday December 7th  

 

DAIRY 
Don’t cut corners on the dry period! 
To recoup some of the production costs of the year to date, there may be a temptation to continue 
milking cows as long as they keep producing milk. However, this could prove to be a costly exercise 
in the long run. It is important to remember that every cow needs a dry period before she calves 
again and starts her next lactation.  
 
This is the time when mammary tissue regenerates, repairs and prepares to produce milk again. It is 
also the period when cows have an opportunity to reach the optimal body condition score (BCS), in 
preparation for calving and the start of the next breeding cycle. The dry period is also the time when 
the milker gets to take a break, which is important for their own mental and physical health.  
 
The general recommendation is that cows need a dry period that is at least 42 days long. To ignore, 
or significantly shorten the dry period, could have a detrimental effect on the productivity of the herd 
in 2019. Shorter dry periods can also increase the risk of antibiotic residues in milk after calving, if 
sufficient attention is not given to the minimum dry period duration of the product. 
 

BEEF & DAIRY 
Effective Fluke Control 
Fluke are one of the most common internal parasites found in cattle. There are a huge number of 
products effective at killing them, farmers are aware of the parasites for decades and most treat their 
cattle at housing for them. However, every year we still see a high percentage of livers in meat 
processing factories from housed cattle that have live adult liver fluke in them. Why is this? There are 
a number of possible reasons, including:  
 

1. Using a control product that only kills a proportion of the fluke in the animal;  
2. Underestimating the weight of the animal and not giving enough product;  
3. Incorrect treatment procedure; and,  
4. Using a product that the fluke are resistant to.  

 
When purchasing a product to kill liver fluke, the most important question to ask is: “When should I 
use this product so that it is most effective”? Most of the flukicides that are for sale only control older 
immature liver flukes and/or adult fluke. This means that any fluke that have been picked up over the 
previous six to eight weeks or so will not be killed. A second treatment for fluke will then be 
necessary. Triclabendazole-based products will kill much younger fluke, but Animal Health Ireland 
reports that resistance to them appears quite widespread in Ireland.  
 
To be sure that a fluke control programme has actually worked, it is a good idea to send off dung 
samples for testing eight weeks after you have given the last treatment. Only then will you know for 
certain whether or not it has been effective. 
SHEEP 
 
Finishing Lambs Indoors 
Consider housing any remaining lambs and finishing them indoors. This will leave the remaining 
grass available to feed the ewes during the mating/post-mating period. Only feed concentrates to 
lambs that have been formulated for lambs. This will avoid problems with issues such as urinary 
calculi and copper poisoning. 
 
 



 
Clean Livestock Policy 
Where lambs are housed it is important to maximise ventilation and prevent rain from getting into the 
building. Aim to keep the lambs as clean as possible by using adequate bedding and appropriate 
stocking densities in slatted floored sheds. Where lambs require remedial clipping prior to slaughter, 
the belly and neck area need to be clean or clipped. 
 
Health & Safety 
This potentially fatal condition is contracted from material or watercourses contaminated by rat urine. 
Most commonly, humans are infected through cuts and wounds, especially to the hands. Infection 
results in fever, headache, vomiting and muscle pain. The condition can be confused with flu and, if 
untreated, can quickly escalate to cause jaundice, meningitis and kidney failure. Precautions include 
control of rats, covering cuts and wounds with a waterproof bandage, and wearing personal 
protective equipment (PPE) if you are handling material that might be contaminated. If you are 
unwell, seek medical care and let your doctor know about the possibility of Weil’s disease. 
 
 

 

 

 


