
 

     Notes 
Teagasc Notes for the week ending Friday February 2nd 2018 

 

Applying slurry in spring 
Cattle slurry, as a valuable source of N, P and K, should be applied on the fields that need it most 
and at the time of year that will give you the best response. All of the P and K in slurry is available to 
be utilised and fields that are low in both of these nutrients need to be targeted to receive slurry. On a 
lot of farms, this will be the silage fields as this is where the feed that eventually produced the slurry 
came from in the first place. The time of year that slurry is spread does not affect the availability or 
utilisation of P and K. This is not the case with N. 
N in cattle slurry 
Half of the nitrogen that is in cattle slurry is in an organic form and the other half is as ammonium, the 
very same as the form of nitrogen that is in purchased urea fertilizer. It is the ammonium half that can 
replace bought in bagged N. Similar to urea fertilizer there are times of the year during which you can 
expect to get the maximum value of N from slurry and this is very much weather dependent. Ideal 
conditions for getting the best nitrogen utilisation from cattle slurry are: 

 Overcast with very little sunshine. 

 Slight drizzle of rain. 

 Little or no wind. 
Where the weather conditions are only average, there is a 50% loss in utilisation rate and where the 
conditions are poor, i.e. a dry, sunny day with a strong breeze/wind, there is a further 50% loss in 
utilisation rate. A good rule of thumb is that a day that is very good for drying clothes on a washing 
line is a bad day for spreading slurry if you want to get the maximum amount of N in it utilised. 
Recommendations 
In order to get the maximum value out of the N that is in cattle slurry, the majority of it should be 
spread in the spring when the weather conditions favour it most. 

 When weather conditions are suitable, apply 2,500 to 3,000 gallons of slurry to the paddocks/ 
fields that you will be grazing first at least six weeks before turnout. 

 Paddocks that have heavy covers of grass should not get slurry until immediately after they are 
grazed. 

 When fields are grazed and closed for silage, apply between 2,500and 3,000 gallons of cattle 
slurry before applying any bagged N. Reduce the amount of bagged N spread by taking into 
account the units that have been supplied in this slurry. 

Trailing shoe 
There are three main advantages with using a trailing shoe slurry spreader in the spring compared 
with using a splash-plate spreader: 

 They widen the window of opportunity in getting slurry out on farms with heavier soils. 

 They allow you to spread slurry on paddocks/fields with heavier covers of grass and still be able to 
graze them six weeks later, i.e. less contamination of grass. 

 They increase the utilisation rate of the N that is available in slurry by up to 40%. 
While there are advantages to using a trailing shoe spreader in comparison with more conventional 
spreaders, at their current cost they are still only justifiable in most cases on a contractor scale. 
Individual farmers should negotiate the best rate possible (per 1,000 gallons spread). 

 
Dairying 

Clean dry housing = less mastitis 
Mastitis occurs because bacteria get into the udder through the teat end. These bacteria can come 
from other cows (via milk), or from the environment. When cows are housed, their exposure to 
mastitis-causing bacteria in the environment is higher. Bacteria such as E. coli and Strep. uberis, 
which survive in the cow’s environment, can cause severe cases of mastitis. Plan ahead and reduce 
the risk of mastitis problems in your cows and in-calf heifers this spring. 
Reduce the risk of mastitis by making sure housing is clean, dry and comfortable. 



1. Cleaner houses = cleaner udders = less bacteria at the teat ends. 

 Scrape passageways, cubicles and yards at least twice a day, or run automatic scrapers at 
least six to eight times daily; 

 don’t forget, cubicle mats and bedding should be clean; and,  

  in straw-bedded houses, bedding should be refreshed daily. 
2. Dry housing makes it harder for bacteria to grow. 

 Good ventilation is essential; 

 liming of cubicles (twice daily) will help keep them dry; and, 

  make sure straw bedding isn’t damp. Wet knees after kneeling on it means its damp. 
3. Comfortable cubicles = cows using them more = cleaner udders and teats. 

 Don’t overstock cubicle housing this winter. 

 Aim to have 10% more cubicles than cows. Don’t forget about your in-calf heifers! Good 
environmental conditions now are just as important as when they join the main herd. 

 
CalfCare 
Getting the right amount of colostrum into calves as early as possible is the secret to good calf 
management. Calves that get enough colostrum are less likely to get sick and will thrive better. 
Although it is preferable to feed each calf its own mother’s colostrum, this is not always possible. 
Once colostrum from healthy, disease-free cows is collected in clean churns/buckets, and 
refrigerated within three to six hours of collection, it can be stored in a fridge for up to two days or 
frozen. Research has shown that it is possible to move directly to feeding milk replacer after following 
the ‘123 rule’ (although many farmers will feed transition milk initially). 
The ‘123 rule’ for colostrum: Use milk from the 1st milking to feed calves; feed within 2 hours of 
birth; and, feed 3 litres of colostrum.   
Remember that a young calf will spend up to 80% of its time lying down, so a dry bed is essential. 
Allow 1 .5m2 (1 6ft2) of space per calf. 
 

 

 


