
 

     Notes 
Teagasc Notes for the week ending Friday July 13th 2018 

 
Managing Drought on Drystock Farms 

Options to consider 
1. Meal supplementation 
Meal supplementation should be the first choice to make up for the grass deficit. Feed 5kg + of meal 
to cattle with potential to finish in 5-8 weeks. Feed 2-3kg meal with silage, if required, to store cattle 
on grass. Weanlings/yearlings should be fed 2 kg meal with silage, if required, on grass. 
2. Water supply 
Check that all animals have access to water at all times without restriction. 
3. Weaning of calves and lambs 
Wean Autumn calving and early Spring calving cows with calves 300kg+. Wean lambs at 100 days. 
Weaned cows and ewes can then be put on restricted grass. 
4. 2nd cut silage 
Consider grazing part of the planned 2nd cut area especially where 1st cut was late. 
5. Reduce demand for feed 
Sell finishing cattle and cull cows when fit. 
6. Summer mastitis 
Take precautions against summer mastitis. Protect cows and springing heifers. 
 

Whole crop cereal silage 
Type of Crops to Use 
1. Use high grain yielding crops, minimum 3 tonnes per acre and preferably 4 tonnes grain / acre.  

A high yielding winter wheat is the crop of choice and will give excellent performance, provided 
grain yield is at least 50% of the total DM yield 

2. Poor grain yielding crops will result in poor quality whole crops with a feeding value similar to 60 
DMD 

3. Crop yield is consistent from the soft- cheddar stage to ripening i.e. 43% to 18% 
4. Crops cut with a high stubble will have lower yields but higher feeding values.  Crops cut with 

low stubble will have higher yields but lower feeding value.  Grange has compared 12 cm and 29 
cm stubble for winter wheat and spring barley with no difference in animal performance. 

5. Whole-crop wheat or barley silages should ideally be produced from crops that are between 40 
- 45% DM. The target is to have at least 50% grain in a crop that has a 12 cm stubble, giving a 
starch content in excess of 20% of the crop DM.  

Harvesting 
1. Harvesting should not take place until after the cereal grain has progressed beyond the milky-ripe 

growth stage.  Harvest crops at the soft cheddar consistency stage. 
2. Direct precision chop harvester is preferable. Mowing & picking up will lose grains 
3. Only crops with a DM greater than 50% require grain processing i.e. a cracker on the harvester.  
Ensiling 
1. Preservation does not need an additive.  An additive may be needed if the crop is cut very dry i.e. 

grain DM less than 30% OR if the silage is to be fed out during warm weather i.e. late spring / early 
autumn.   

2. Whole crops need to be well compacted and weighed down.  A short chop length will help 
preservation.  

3. Conservation losses should be limited to a target of 12% of harvested DM, producing aerobically 
stable silage with negligible mould present. 

4. A narrow pit is preferable.  
5. Lay rodent bait around the pit 
 

Health issues to consider this month 
Blackleg 



Full immunity to blackleg using the clostridial vaccines requires a two-shot programme, with a booster 
given four weeks after the primary shot. Avoid giving any other vaccine within 14 days of giving the 
blackleg vaccine. Where incidences of blackleg have occurred on a farm, a blackleg vaccination 
programme is a must. 
Summer mastitis 
From June onwards, especially in this weather, dry cows are going to be susceptible to summer 
mastitis right through to September, which corresponds with high fly numbers. This condition is one 
where prevention is key. Whether you choose to use dry cow tubes, Stockholm tar or fly repellent to 
help reduce the risk, it is important to take some combination of preventative measures. Cows need 
to be herded regularly during this high risk period if you are to spot potential problems. If cows are 
lying go in and get them up and walk through them. Avoid fields that have a lot of tree cover, if 
possible, where fly populations are high. Keep an eye on maiden/dry heifers as well over the coming 
months. 
Dosing 
Dairy-born calves and yearlings may begin to show signs of lungworm (coughing). Dosing should 
start once calves show signs of coughing, particularly after being moved. Dosing for lungworm will 
cover for stomach worms as well. 

Remove the bull by July 21st 
July is the month that should see the end of the breeding season in all spring calving suckler herds. 
The late spring resulted in cows generally going out in poorer condition, they may have have been 
slower to rebreed. If you have been recording the number of cows bred, then you will have to make a 
decision as to whether breeding is on target or not. Any cow served after July 21st will be a May 
calver. If you are behind, you might have to consider leaving the bull in for another fortnight to try and 
minimise the number of empty cows. One month after you remove the bull or stop AI, then you 
should make it a priority to scan the cows and replacement heifers. 
If you have empty cows or heifers then the sooner you know the better because you will need to sell 
them as soon as possible in order to reduce the demand for grass. They may need to be separated 
out and supplemented at grass with 2-3kg of concentrate. There is no room for passengers especially 
in a year like this. 
 

Health and Safety 
Protect against sunlight 
Farmers in the working age category (16-64 years old) have a cancer mortality that is three times 
higher than that of blue/white collar workers in Ireland. Factors associated with this heightened death 
level include exposure to sunlight, lifestyle factors (particularly smoking but also diet, exercise and 
weight), and contact with cancer-causing substances (e.g., chemicals, asbestos fibre, and burnt oil). 
Late presentation for treatment is also a major factor in excess cancer mortality among farmers. 
Protect yourself against sunlight and other cancer causes. Further information is available at 
www.cancer.ie 
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