
 

     Notes 
Teagasc Notes for the week ending Friday May 25th 2018 

 
Silage 

Use Fertiliser to increase May Grass Growth to Maximise Fodder Stocks 
May is the month for peak grass growth; this needs to be maximised on your farm so you must take 
advantage of it to build stocks of winter fodder. 
Grass Checklist 
1. Walk silage ground to establish how the crop is progressing. 
2. Target first cut silage to be completed by June 10th. 
3. Aim for a 12-24 hour wilt when cutting silage. 
4. Test grass sugar content in advance of cutting. 
5. Continue to spread fertiliser (30 - 40 units with Sulphur) on grazing ground after each grazing. 
6. Take out surplus bales if grass is getting ahead of demand (which is the case at present). 
 
1. Walk silage ground to establish how crop is progressing 
Silage growth has increased significantly in recent weeks, assess your crop.  The crop may be better 
than you think.  
2. Target first cut silage to be completed by June 10th 
Don’t delay cutting 1st cut, the aim this year is to have two silage harvests by August 1st. Further 
surpluses can be taken after that.  
3. Aim to wilt silage for 12-24 hours  
Aim to wilt silage for a 12-24 hour period if possible, this will allow for the crop to dry out, increase 
sugars and decrease nitrates. 
4. Test grass sugar content in advance of silage cutting.  
Sugar is the most important measure of ensilabilty – this test is available at your local Teagasc office.  
5. Continue to spread fertiliser on grazing ground after each grazing 
Spread 30 units of N after each grazing on drystock farms and spread 40 units of N after each 
grazing on dairy farms, sulphur should be applied during these rotations.  
6. Take out surplus bales of silage if grass is getting ahead of you 
Walk the grazing ground.  Skip heavy covers for grazing and take them out as bales. 
Is the pit ready? 
Get prepared in good time: 

 clean out silos that are due to be filled, and complete any required repairs in plenty of time; 

 have plastic sheets, sandbags, etc., ready for covering the silo; 

 stack tyres conveniently; 

 agitate the slurry, so it will be ready for spreading on the silage stubble; 

 clean the effluent channels and empty the effluent collection tank; and, 

 safety – silage making poses a series of dangers, so plan to avoid any mishaps. 
 

Cattle 
Managing May grass 
Grass growth rates per day can be very high during the month of May. On low to medium-stocked 
beef farms they can be much higher than what is eaten per day, even with a high proportion of the 
farm closed for silage. Once this starts to happen, grass covers can very quickly start to build too fast 
ahead of stock and the quality of that grass inevitably starts to fall, leading to lower performance and 
poorly grazed out swards. The only way to avoid this happening is to walk all of the grazing fields 
once a week to see how much grass you have ahead of you. Ideally, you should not have more than 
10 to 12 days of grass in front of cattle at this time of the year and be going in to graze fields that 
have 8–10cm of grass on them. If you have more grass than this, then heavy paddocks need to be 
skipped in the grazing rotation and cut as surplus bales of silage so that they can return as soon as 
possible. 



May-born calves? 
In February 2016 there were 100,000 calves born to suckler cows and in May 2016 there were 
133,000 calves born to suckler cows. This clearly demonstrates the poor calving pattern in many beef 
herds that needs to be addressed if their profitability is to rise. A weanling born in May is going to be 
90-100kg lighter at housing than one born in February, while the cost of keeping the cow is the same. 
How many of your cows will calve this May? Getting these back in calf by the middle of July (at the 
latest if they are not to calve in May 2019) may be very difficult. By breeding extra replacements now, 
these late calvers can be culled at the end of the summer. Where your breeding season started a few 
weeks ago keep a close eye out for repeats. A high number might indicate a problem with your bull. 
Identifying a sub-fertile bull early is critical if you are trying to improve or maintain your herd’s average 
calving interval. Also make sure that cows are being adequately fed, as many are thinner than normal 
due to the prolonged winter and poor quality forages fed. 
Dairy-bred calves 
The performance of dairy-bred calves over the summer depends on them having enough good 
quality grass, being supplemented with meals early and late in the season, and being treated for 
stomach worms and hoose. Young calves should not be forced to graze swards above 8-9cm. Move 
them more often and let other older stock clean off the pastures.  
Feed them 1-2kg of meal at grass throughout the month of May. Three weeks after turnout they will 
need to be started on a parasite control programme. Beef farms that are buying in calves should 
avoid purchasing April/May born calves. Calves that are born in March that are now off milk, while 
more expensive to buy, will give a much better return in the long run. 
Clean out infection 
May is the month to get all cattle sheds on the farm cleaned out, power washed, and disinfected. By 
having them cleaned out and dry, they can be exposed to the natural disinfecting properties of the 
sun over the entire summer. This is widely recognised as one of the best practices that livestock 
farmers can do to reduce infections in cattle houses, well in advance of next winter’s housing. It also 
means there is less of a rush next autumn and shows what barriers/gates/troughs, etc., need to be 
fixed over the summer months. 
 

Submit your Agricultural College Application Now 
The deadline for submitting applications for agricultural college Level 5 and Level 6 full-time courses 
is Thursday, 31 May 2018.  Interested applicants are advised to submit their application forms in the 
coming week. An online application system has been introduced this year. Full details of how to apply 
online can be found on the Apply Online webpage on the Teagasc website, 
https://www.teagasc.ie/education/going-to-college/apply-online/     
Agricultural colleges will assist applicants with any queries regarding the online application process. 
Late applicants should make contact with the relevant agricultural college. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


