
 

     Notes 
Teagasc Notes for the week ending Friday September 28th 2018 

 
Dairying 

How to close off the farm this Autumn: 
Every farmer should have two objectives this autumn: 

1. Keep grass in the diet of livestock for as long as possible 
2. Close off the farm properly to have grass supply on the farm for next spring 

To achieve these two targets you must use the 60: 40 rule:  

 60% of the farm closed by early November and  

 graze the remaining 40% during November. 
Farmers must start closing off paddocks for the winter in the first week of October (27th September 
on heavy soils) to have grass on these paddocks for grazing next February and March. When 
farmers start closing off the farm, sequence of paddock closing is important. 
For example, paddocks that are wetter and that have poor access should not be closed early. 
Therefore, farmers should be targeting the following paddocks to close off on the farm early (but not 
necessarily first): 

 Paddocks close to the shed: livestock can be let out with minimal walking. On/off grazing. 

 Some dry paddocks: this ensures grazing will take place even if the spring proves difficult. 

 Multiple entry/exit points: livestock can be let in and out of the paddock through different gaps to 
avoid excessive damage at entry/exit points. 

 Water-troughs: a water trough in the middle of the paddock means that the strip wire and back 
fence can be hung up and livestock will still have access to water. 

Farmers should keep the following in mind when closing off the farm: 
1. Put a plan in place. Set your dates and allocate the correct proportion of the farm to graze per 

week. To have 60% of the farm closed in October, the farmer must be grazing 13-15% of the farm 
per week dependant on initial closing date 

2. Once a paddock is closed, do not re-graze it, as it will compromise grass supply for next spring. 
3. If you have a low grass supply on your farm this autumn, supplement in order to extend the 

grazing season and to keep grass in the diet of your cows for as long as possible. Do not graze the 
farm quickly and run out of grass, as it will result in an earlier housing date and less grass grown. 

The target closing cover on farms should be at least 600 kgDM/ha (preferably 650 kgDM/ha on 
Dec1st). If you can achieve this, you give yourself a good chance of opening up the farm next year 
with a substantial opening cover (depending on growth rates over the winter).This will take pressure 
off fodder demands next spring. 

 
Health and Safety 

Look after Yourself at the Mart 
The mart can be a dangerous place and this has been highlighted frequently in recent times. The 
HSA has a list of do's and don'ts when it comes to cattle handling at the mart: 
Do’s 

 Do back right up to the loading bay so escape is impossible when loading/unloading 

 Do let staff know if you are delivering a bull or a fractious animal 

 Do watch out for cattle being moved - move out of the way 

 Do follow any request from staff 

 Do watch for an escape route 

 Do watch for any escaped/out of control cattle 

 Do park your jeep/tractor in an orderly manner 
Don’ts 

 Don't leave any possible escape gaps when loading/unloading 

 Don't attempt to help with cattle unless you're asked to. 

 Don't bring in children 



 Don't move livestock without a stick or a sorting paddle 

 Don't smoke inside the buildings 

 Don't bring your dog to the mart 

 Don't poke the cattle in the sales ring 
Other considerations 

 Avoid bringing elderly, sick or infirm people to the mart. 

 If selling stock, book animals in a few days in advance of sale, arrive early on the day of sale with 
your stock 

 In the situation where you have not visited or done business with a certain mart before, Check 
out the premises, sales ring, office, yard and penning area, toilets etc. Rushing around trying to 
find things will lead to accidents 

 When transporting animals to the mart, ensure that the vehicle carrying the animals is roadworthy 
and well lit 

 Ramp gates on trailer/lorry need to be hanging and secure. This will facilitate the safe 
loading/unloading of stock. If selling stock, follow instructions of mart staff carefully, it is their job 
to ensure the stock are penned according to their booking in docket and sales stamp number 

 Do not frighten cattle by shouting, banging on gates with sticks etc 

 Stay clear of cows with calves at sales; never get between a cow and her calf 

 Never enter a pen with cattle in it 

 When loading cattle at the end of the mart, avoid slashing with sticks at legs and hooves of 
animals, they will kick out 
 

Important event 
Teagasc/IFA Fodder and Finance Event 
Teagasc and IFA Kilkenny will hold a Fodder and Finance Event in the Newpark Hotel Kilkenny at 
8.00pm on Tuesday, October 2nd. This is an important event for all farmers. In the South East farmers 
have been badly hit by the extremes of weather we have experienced this year. As a result 52% are 
facing in to the winter with a 22% shortfall in winter fodder and all are dealing with the financial 
difficulties caused by increased costs and/or poor prices. 
Teagasc advisers will give advice on fodder budgeting and how to close the gap. AIB will advise on 
how best to manage your cash flow and avoid financial difficulties. Dairy farmers had a good year in 
2017 but the resulting tax bill will soon be due for payment. IFAC will advise on how farmers can best 
manage this bill.  
Farmers attending are invited to bring their stock numbers and fodder available i.e. dimensions of 
silage pits, no of bales etc to the event. Teagasc advisers will be available at tables arranged around 
the room to do a fodder budget for everyone who has their figures and to help produce a fodder plan 
for the winter. All are welcome.  
 
 
 

 

 


