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calf to beef

Goback to
basicswith
calf rearing
Calves should double their birthweight in the first twomonths of life if
nutrition and other essentials arewellmanaged,writesGordonPeppard

Farming

Y
OUNG animals
have the ability
to convert feed
into growth much
more efficiently
during the first

two months of life. The level
of feeding a calf receives in
this period therefore has a big
impact on growth rates, health
and ability to cope with stress.
During the first 12 weeks

of life a daily live weight gain
of 0.7kgs per day should be
achieved, after this a growth
rate of 0.8kgs per day should
be targeted.
Mortality up to threemonths

of age should be less than three
per cent and overall treatments
to the batch of calves should
ideally be under 10pc. If you are
higher than these figures there
may be an underlining problem
on your farm and veterinary
intervention may be required.
A simple rule of thumb target

is to double the birth weight in
eight weeks. This will require
excellent management from
day one.
For example, a 40kg calf at

birth needs to reach 80kgs in
56 days. As this is an increase
in weight of 40kgs, an average
daily gain of 0.71kgs per day is
required for every day.

BUYING IN CALVES
Preferably purchase calves old-
er than two weeks of age. The
greatest risk of mortality and
disease is often in the first two
weeks of life.
Do not buy any calves with

wet or swollen navels or any
other obvious signs of poor
health, there should be no dis-
charges, no signs of scours, and
no stiff joints.
Many bought in calves will

have come through marts/
agents and will have been

drink therefore water is essen-
tial to the young calf. For every
one kg of meal that a calf will
eat they will drink four to five
litres of water.
Water is essential for basic

functions to replace fluids that
are being used or eliminated by
the transportation of nutrients,
excretion of urine and faeces
etc. Bacteria in the rumen re-
quire water to help support
rumen development.
Early concentrate intake is

stimulated by water intakes.
Insufficient water will slow
rumen development and reduce
feed conversion rates.

CONCENTRATES AND
ROUGHAGE
Feed a good quality 18-20pc
crude protein palatable calf
starter from day three, this
should be replaced daily to
keep it fresh. Concentrates are
essential for early rumen devel-
opment and to achieve 0.7kgs of
average daily gain.
From 2-3 weeks old intakes

will gradually increase, by 6-8
weeks calves should be eating
0.7 to 1kg of calf starter per day.
Do not feed hay, the young

calf cannot digestive it and it
can leave calves pot-bellied.
Feed a good quality, clean dust
free straw in racks, do not
expect calves to eat it from
their bed.

WEANING
At weaning your calf should
be 90kgs and ideally closer to
100kgs. Ensure that calves are
eating at least 1.5 to 2kgs of con-
centrates per day at weaning.
Gradually wean calves over

a number of days and do not
plan activities such as dehorn-
ing, changing social groups etc
round this time as you need to
keep stress to a minimum.

Farmwalk highlights room for improv
DURING THE recent Teagasc
Green Acres Calf to Beef farm
walk on his farm in Enfield,
Co Meath, Ben Sweeney
outlined the farming systems
on his farm at the start of the
programme and the plans he
has for the next few years.
Ben, originally from Gal-

way moved to Enfield in the
1980s and today he and his
son Joseph farm over 260ac
of owned land with a further
80ac rented.
There are 25 suckler cows

and followers on the farm at
present and up to 200 calves
are reared each year. These
calves are primarily Friesian
bull calves that are intend-
ed for slaughter at 18 to 20

months.
It is critically important

that anyone intending to pro-
duce bulls at this age would
talk to their factory agent
in order to ensure that you
have an outlet for this type of
animal.
Ben also has some tillage

on the farm, with triticale
grown in 2015 which is cur-
rently being used as whole
crop silage. Previously Ben
grew maize but this practise
has ceased since joining the
programme.
The calves are reared

using different methods.
Around 120 calves are reared
on a Volac automatic feeder
with the remainder on teatEnsure that calves are eating 1.5kg of concentrates at weaning

grouped from many different
sources. All these factors will
increase the risk of stress and
disease.
It would therefore recom-

mended isolating purchased
calves from calves already on
the farm for up to one week to
minimise the risk of disease
transfer.
House in a clean disinfect-

ed pen bedded with plenty of
straw.

BOUGHT IN CALVES—
THE FIRST FEED
Calves will be stressed and de-
hydrated following arrival on
to your farm. Allow them two
to three hours of rest before
feeding.
The first feed should be an

electrolyte which are formu-
lated to promote absorption of
specific nutrients and to replace
water andminerals that are lost
during these stress periods.

FEEDINGMILK REPLACER
In order to achieve the target
growth rates as set out above,
750gm of milk replacer per
day supplemented with good
quality concentrates needs to

be fed. This should be fed over
two feeds — three litres in the
morning and three litres in the
evening. Don’t move to once a
day feeding until the calf is at
least four weeks old.
The three litremix should be

2,625mls of water and 375gm of
milk replacer to give a 12.5pc
solids mix.
Protein levels in the milk

replacer should be 23-26pc and
consist predominantly of milk
proteins.
Be consistent when feeding

calves, feed at the same times
each day, temperature of milk
fed should be 37–39 degrees,
this will help stimulate oe-
sophageal groove reflex and
preventing milk from entering
the rumen, keep concentration
and volumes fed consistent.
Cleanliness and hygiene are
critical.

WATER
Clean fresh water should be
available at all times for the calf
to access. Check troughs daily
to ensure that there is no dirt
or faeces in it.
It is important to remember

that milk is a food and not a


