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MANY cattle will be housed 
over the coming weeks. Com-
ing off grass, these animals 
bring with them a large 
burden of parasites. These 
parasites can cause a lot of 
damage, reducing perfor-
mance by causing diarrhoea, 
a drop in appetite, increasing 
the risk of both viral and 
bacterial pneumonia, and 
thereby affecting feed intake, 
reducing weight gain. If 
untreated, these parasites can 
then reinfect pastures after 
turnout and keep the cycle  
going. Housing is one of the 
key times to break this cycle 
and treat cattle against the 
most common internal and 
external parasites. 

Treating parasites
There are many different 
options to control stomach/
intestinal worms. Ensure 
when choosing your product 
that it will cover all stages of 
worms, including the inhibited 
stomach worms. Levamisoles 
(yellow drenches) are only 
effective against adults.

Many of the combination 
products used to control 
stomach worms will also 
control lungworms, but be 
sure to check the label for 
efficacy against various stages 
of parasites and consult your 
vet if you are unsure.

When treating for the 
external parasites like lice and 
mange, make sure to treat 
on the same day as they are 
contagious and if treated on 
separate days, they will rein-
fect the treated animals.

Difficulty with liver fluke
Many products will only 
control liver fluke at the adult 
stage, therefore it is critical 
to understand the different 
stages of the liver fluke life-cy-
cle. The liver fluke has three 
distinct stages, going from 
early immature to immature, 
followed by adult fluke. 

In order to get a correct 
dosing strategy, it is important 
to use the correct product at 
the right time. For example, 
going in too early with a dose 
after housing will not kill early 
immature fluke and within a 
matter of weeks, they will have 
developed into adults. 

If the flukicide used at hous-
ing is only effective against 
older immature and/or adult 
liver fluke, then dosing six to 
10 weeks later is recommend-
ed to kill the early immature 
fluke that have now become 
adults. A faecal sample could 
help to see if fluke are present. 

Delaying treatment for liver 
fluke until at least six weeks 
after housing, will ensure most 
of the fluke should have devel-
oped to at least the imma-

l concentrates are fed at 
grass pre-housing so that an-
imals are at, or above, target 
weight at housing and are used 
to the ration;

l Pat front-loads the concen-
trates at the start of housing 
and it can be reduced or elim-
inated two to four weeks prior 
to turnout;

l each year, weanlings are 
penned-up according to their 
weight — this ensures less 
chance of bullying and lighter 
weanlings can then be given 
some extra concentrates if re-
quired;

l getting the cattle back out 
to grass in the spring is as crit-
ical as the concentrate feeding, 
therefore grassland planning 
now is essential to have grass 
available in the spring if the 
weather allows early grazing. 
Pat has been closing up pad-
docks from the beginning of 
October. 

Table 1 shows the different 
levels of meal required at dif-
ferent silage qualities to obtain 
an average daily gain of 0.6kgs 
in weanlings.

In Pat’s case here, when he is 
feeding bales from group 2 with 
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N order to achieve 
good performance 
and growth rates on 
your weanlings over 
the winter period, it 
is essential they are 

achieving a minimum of 0.6kgs 
of live weight gain per day. In 
the spring, when animals are 
returned to grass, farmers are 
often disappointed with how 
their animals have performed 
over the winter period, with 
average daily gains as low as 
zero to 0.3kgs per day.

Where animals are growing 
at 0.25kgs per day or less, they 
can become stunted and this 
will have serious consequences 
on the lifetime gain and finish-
ing performance.

So how do we achieve this 
level of performance?

If animals are to be returned 
to grass in the spring, the op-
timum level of daily gain over 
the winter period is around 
0.6kgs per day. At this level, 
there is plenty of scope for 
cheap compensatory gain at 
grass. 

In order to obtain a gain of 
0.6kgs per day over the winter, 
concentrates would generally 
need to be fed with the rate per 
head per day depending on the 
quality of the silage.

This is where having your 
silage tested becomes essential. 
Without a silage analysis, you 
are completely in the dark as 
to what level of concentrates 
you should be feeding and  
what level of performance is 
possible.

Pat Bowden, one of the par-
ticipating farmers in the Tea-
gasc Green Acres Calf to Beef 

Aim for a  
minimum 
weight gain of 
0.6kg per day

programme, recently tested 
his silage bales so he can now 
make a plan as to how much 
concentrates to feed over the 
winter period.

Pat runs a Friesian steer 
system, selling steers off grass 
in the third grazing season 
at 26–30 months. He realises 
the importance to keeping the 
weight gain moving over the 
winter period. 

Over an average 140-day win-
ter period, he says he would like 
his weanlings to be a minimum 
of 80-90kg heavier at turnout 
the following spring. 

If these levels of weight gains 
are not met, animals end up 
on the farm longer in the third 
grazing season — this pushes 
the sale date back from June 
to September/October, where 
you generally take a big hit on 
prices and it has also cost you 
a lot more to get these animals 
finished.

Two different groups of bales 
were tested on Pat’s farm, with 
the results in the table above.

Here are a few of the key 
points Pat works to when  
planning his winter feeding 
programme:

Gordon Peppard visits a Friesian steer 
system and shares his top tips on how  
to minimise weanlings’ time on the  
farm, while maximising your profits 

a 68pc Dry Matter Digestibility 
(DMD) and a protein of 11.2pc, 
he will feed 2kg of an 18pc 
crude protein ration. 

When he moves to the higher 
DMD bales of group 1, the con-
centrate level could be reduced 
to 1kg–1.5kg, but he will mon-
itor performance to ensure no 
drop off in weight gain.

Other factors Pat pays par-
ticular attention to ensure that 
performance is not affected 
are:

• weanlings should not be 
overcrowded in the pen and 
should have adequate feed 
space at the trough;

• drinking troughs should 
be kept clean and checked 
daily;

• animals are treated at 
housing for worms, fluke and 
lice;

• housing can be a stressful 
event for a weanling, so you 
need to ensure to do everything 
you can to minimise this stress 
so that their immune system is 
not compromised;

• weanlings are monitored 
for coughing in the month be-
fore housing and if lungworm 
is suspected, they are dosed to 
have them as clean as possible 
before housing. Depending 

on the product used and its 
timing, a repeat dose may be 
required as they all have dif-
ferent residual effects. 

Depending on location, the  
winter period on farms in  
Ireland can represent between 
25pc and 40pc of the yearly 
production cycle on your farm.
Achieving good average daily 
gains during this period is 
essential in order to keep your 
farm’s output high and reduce 
the days to slaughter.

Poor performance means 
extending the animals’ lifetime 
on the farm, increasing feed 
required, reducing stocking 

Pat Bowden, one of the 
participating farmers in 
the Teagasc Green Acres 
Calf to Beef programme

Silage Bales  Group 1  Group 2

Date cut  May 15, 2016  May 25, 2016
DMD %  72  68
Dry matter %  25  29
Protein %  11.8  11.2 

Silage DMD Poor 62% Average 67% Good 72%

Meals fed 3kg 2kg 1kg

Table 1: Levels of meal required

Break parasite cycle at housing

ture/adult stage and will be 
susceptible to the treatment. 
The main problem with this 
method is that the fluke could 
have caused a lot of damage 
and loss of weight gain in the 
intervening period.

Dosing with a triclaben-
dazole two to three weeks 
after housing should kill all 

the stages of fluke present 
and therefore a follow-up 
treatment should not be 
necessary. Triclabendazole is 
the only active ingredient to 
work against all three stages 
of the liver fluke. Beware of 
long withdrawal periods of 
between 50 to 60 days on 
flukicides, particularly if you 

plan to slaughter animals out 
of the shed. 

As cattle cannot pick up 
worms and liver fluke while 
they are indoors, an effective 
treatment programme shortly 
after housing keeps them 
free of these parasites until 
they return to pasture or are 
slaughtered. 

Liver fluke stage
Active ingredient  
   

Early Immature 
(2weeks)   

Immature (6 weeks)  
   

Mature (10 weeks)

Stages of liver fluke controlled by different products

Triclabendazole  X   X  X
Closantel      X  X
Clorsulon        X
Oxyclozanide       X
Nitroxynil      X  X
Rafoxanide     X  X
Albendazole       X 

What are the main parasites we target at housing?

Stomach/Intestinal worms
     -Ostertagia
     - Cooperia

Lungworm

Liver fluke

Rumen fluke

Lice and Mange

Parasite Consequence

Poor performance resulting from diarrhoea,  
Appetite loss
Reduced intakes
Poor growth rates

Hoose/coughing
Poor thrive
Increased risk of bacterial and viral pneumonia

Poor performance
Loss of thrive
Poor growth rates

Intestinal damage
Leads to health and nutritional problems

Anaemia
Poor coats
Scratching 
Poor growth
Skin infections 

rate and ultimately reducing 
performance and profitability.

The best way to monitor 
performance on farm is by reg-
ular weighing of your animals. 
Scales can be purchased and 
retained on farm for years of 
use or, alternatively, ICBF has 
a number of weight recorders 
around the country that will 
weigh your cattle and leave you 
with a weight report on each 
individual animal. 

Animals should be weighed 
one to two weeks after housing, 
two to three months later and 
again at turnout if going back 
to grass. 

This will give a good indica-
tion as to how your animals are 
performing.  Regular weighing 
during the summer months is 
also very important.

All of the above questions 
need to be answered and cor-
rected, as a problem with any 
of them will reduce intakes, 
thereby affecting performance 
and putting you behind in your 
target to meet 0.6kgs of aver-
age daily gain over the winter 
period.

Gordon Peppard is programme 
advisor for the Teagasc  

Calf to Beef Programme

FOLLOWING on from last month’s 
article on the autumn grassland 
rotation planner, many of you 
should be reaching your target of 
60pc of the farm closed by the end 
of this week. The planner works on 
the basis that fields or paddocks 
that have been grazed off and 
closed up for the last four or five 
weeks, due to the fine weather, are 
likely to have a nice cover of grass 
on them now. 

With ground conditions holding 
up well and nice fresh regrowth on 
closed paddocks, the last thing you 
want to do is to try and get one last 
grazing off these paddocks before 
housing, no matter how good the 
weather is and how dry the land is. 

These fields are set up perfectly 
for early grazing next spring, and 
should be left ungrazed until then. 

There will be very little growth in 
late November, December, January 
and February, and the grass that is 
currently on paddocks is the grass 
that you will have to graze early 
next spring, provided you leave it in 
situ now. 

These are the fields that will 
respond much earlier to increasing 
temperatures and early nitrogen 
next spring, and will return to 
growth much quicker than fields 
that are grazed from now until 
housing and have little or no cover 
on them over the winter period.  

From this weekend on, graze off 
the remaining 40pc of the farm. 
This should take you up to housing. 
When all animals are housed, there 
should be a range of grass covers 
on the farm from grazed out (4cm) 
to 8/9cm which should give an 
average farm cover at closing of 
500–600 kgs of dry matter per 
hectare. This grass will be ready 
and waiting for next spring. Don’t 
undo all the good work now — stay 
out of them until next spring. 

– Gordon Peppard

Don’t be  
tempted  

to graze on, 
you’re on target


