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C
ontinued dry weath-
er has seen growth 
rates jump in some 
parts of  the coun-
try where grass had 

nitrogen taken in and was 
ready for the heat. 

However, cold nights are 
still having an impact in 
many parts of  the country. 
This, combined with dry 
conditions, is resulting in 
the majority of  grass growth 
rates remaining between 40-
60kg DM/ha. 

With rain forecast at the 
weekend, and milder night-
time temperatures antici-
pated, growth is expected to 
lift again. Silage ground has 
been closed on most farms 
which has resulted in a con-

traction of  the grazing area 
in line with demand. 

In some cases, not all si-
lage ground has been closed, 
but these are typically farms 
with a very high stocking 
rate, or those with signifi cant 
sheep enterprises. 

The upside of  the drier 
conditions is that cattle are 
grazing out paddocks very 
well in the second rotation 
which will help to ensure 
grass quality in the third 
rotation. 

Where conditions have 
been dry for two to three 
weeks, grass dry matter con-
tent is now being estimated 

at approximately 17-18%.
With growth rates increas-

ing rapidly, one issue that is 
starting to occur is pre-graz-
ing grass covers becoming 
too strong. 

The target remains to 
graze covers of  8-10cm (1,300-
1,500kg DM/ha). 

Where covers are exceed-
ing this target, it will have 
a substantial effect on the 
ability of  cattle to graze out 
swards. 

In addition, it will also im-
pact liveweight gain slightly. 
Where pre-grazing covers 
are high, the grass wedge is 
being looked at to see if  it 

may be possible to take out 
paddocks for baled silage, 
or whether days ahead are 
suffi cient to allow paddocks 
time to bulk up more before 
taking bales. 

In most cases, average 
farm covers are high given 
the time of  year, and where 
stocking rates are not very 
high, allowing surpluses to 
build may be the correct port 
of  call. 

At this stage, farmers 
should be targeting to have 
10 days grazing ahead of  
stock. Many of  the farmers 
in the programme have well 
in excess of  this.

Grass growth
around the 
country
(kg DM/ha/day)
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Willie Treacy
Co Louth

Farming system Suckler to beef
Land type Dry, free draining
Growth rate (kgDm/Ha) 43
Avg Farm Cover (kgDm/ha) 708

I started my second rotation 
on 10 April and I have an aver-
age farm cover of 708kg DM/
ha. Grass growth didn’t really 
increase on my farm last week 
and it measured 43kg DM/ha/
day. However, the cold nights 
and east wind are slowing the 
growth. I have 90% of my si-
lage ground closed and it was 
all grazed twice since turnout 
in February. 

All my grazing ground 
received 1,800 gals of slurry 
from mid-January and I spread 
one bag/acre of CAN in mid-
March. The fertility in the 
silage ground is index 3 and 
above for P & K so it received 
2,700 gals/acre in early March 
and I spread 3.5 bags/ac of 
CAN on the closed fi elds last 
week. My breeding season 
started in early April. I used 
AI on my replacement heifers 
using a Saler bull (Rio) and 
will pregnancy scan them next 
week.

Charlie Crawford  
Co Donegal

Farming system Suckler to weanling
Land type Dry
Growth rate (kg DM/ha) 43
Avg farm cover (kg DM/ha) 548

Ground conditions have really 
improved on the farm since 
the weekend and it is really 
helping cattle to utilise grass 
better. Spring calving has 
gone well and my last cow 
calved last week. Grass growth 
is fi nally starting to increase.  
Ground frost at night has 
hindered growth severly here 
for the past few weeks.

All the ewes were turned 
out after lambing and they are 
receiving 0.2kg meal. The pad-
docks that were grazed with 
the ewes’ lambs in early spring 
are doing really well. I started 
closing up ground for silage 
this week.

My replacement heifers 
were turned out and breeding 
will start as they show heat. 
They are performing well. 

David Walsh
Co Tipperary

Farming system Suckler to store/beef
Land type Heavy
Growth rate (kg DM/ha) 63
Avg farm cover (kg DM/ha) 830

My growth rate last week 
came in at 63kg DM/ha, which 
is higher than my demand 
of 41kg DM/ha. Turnout was 
slower than expected due to 
wet weather, but thankfully 
utilisation has improved and 
I am now able to clean pad-
docks out to 3cm.

I recently covered all graz-
ing ground with 1.75 bags of 
18-6-12 per acre in an effort 
to increase my P and K to 
optimum levels. I have closed 
27 acres for fi rst-cut silage 
with a target cutting date of 
27 May. I spread 80 units of 
nitrogen along with slurry 
balanced for P and K. I aim to 
sell the majority of my stock 
as either forward stores or 
fi nished steers and heifers off 
grass in late autumn depend-
ing on what comes fi t at the 
time. My yearlings were 30kg 
heavier versus the previous 
year so hopefully more will 
be fi nished off grass than the 
previous year.

Liam McWeeney
Derrypatrick Herd

 
Farming system Suckler to beef
Land type Dry/heavy
Growth rate (kg DM/ha) 41
Avg farm cover (kg DM/ha) 574

Grass growth dropped a little 
this week and we grew 41kg 
and our demand is at 46kg. 
However, with temperature im-
proving, rain forecast and 60 
units N/acre spread to date, 
we are confi dent that growth 
will improve in the coming 
week. Average farm cover 574 
kg/ha and we are stocked at 
3.38 LU/ha on the grazing 
block. Some grazing paddocks 
low in P and K will receive 
2,000 gallons of slurry/acre 
this week. This will be applied 
with the trailing shoe. Silage 
ground is all closed and has 
received 92 units N/acre. We 
have 100 cows calved with 
three left to calve. We had a 
small outbreak of coccidiosis 
(seven calves) and all calves 
were treated last week and 
made a full recovery. 60 cows 
will start their synchronisation 
programme next Tuesday 28 
April and will be AI’d on 7 May. 
This is to facilitate increased 
AI usage in the herd. 

Utilisation and growth rates up

 Grass+Grass+ beef is powered by  farmers in the BETTER farm Beef Programme Beef

One of the striking issues 
so far is that over 90% 

of samples analysed from 250 
beef and suckler farms showed a 
positive result for fl uke
– BETTER farm >> 46

Table 1: Converting growth rate into kilos of liveweight per hectare/acre 
Daily growth rate kg/DM/HA

20 30 40 50 60 70 80
Kg/LW/HA 700-1,000 1,000-1,500 1,400-2,000 1,750-2,500 2,100-3,000 2,450-3,500 2,800-

4,000
Kg/LW/Ac 280-400 420-600 560-800 700-1,000 850-1,200 1,000-1,400 1,100-1,600
*During period of poor ulilisation, use fi gures at the lower end of the range.
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O
n Tuesday last, the 
BETTER Farm 
Programme partici-
pants had a group 
meeting in Teagasc 

Moorepark where the topics 
of  liver fl uke and grassland 
management took centre 
stage.

Riona Sayers gave an 
informative presentation 
on ongoing work surround-
ing the area of  liver fl uke 
research. 

Over half  the programme 
participants are actively 
partaking in a study of  liver 
fl uke on their farms, which 
looks at the prevalence of  the 
parasite and the effi cacy of  
dosing strategies. 

Sayers said that one of  the 
striking issues so far is that 

over 90% of  samples ana-
lysed from 250 beef  and suck-
ler farms showed a positive 
result for fl uke. She said that 
this was higher than antici-
pated; only 47% of  samples 
from sheep farms showed 
positive results.

Of  the 15 farmers 
in the programme 
who took part in 
the trial, four had 
some samples 
with high positive 
results, while 
six had moder-
ately positive 
results. 

Sayers 
said that if  

they were sheep farmers, she 
would advise them to pay 

heed to the results, 
but as they are cattle 
and suckler farm-
ers, cattle should 
be monitored and 

treated according-
ly. The reason 

for a different 
approach for 

cattle farm-
ers versus 
sheep 
farm-
ers is 

simple 
– the 

fl uke are the same in both, 
but sheep livers are much 
smaller and, for that reason, 
sheep are much more likely 
to suffer from acute liver 
fl uke, which can often prove 
fatal. This is much less com-
mon in cattle.

She told the group that 
with the perspective of  re-
ducing the risk of  limiting 
resistance, farmers should 
move away from blanket use 
of  fl ukicides and use testing 
methods to determine fl uke 
levels in cattle, combined 
with targeted dosing strate-
gies.

On the issue of  rumen 

Deirdre Hennessey spoke to 
the group on clover trials at 
Moorepark. Although it is a 
dairy research centre, tech-
niques and advancements in 
grassland management are 
transferable across farming 
systems. 

Hennessey told the group 
that the current trial, which 
started two years ago, has 
three treatments: cows graz-
ing grass only with 250kg/
ha chemical nitrogen applied 
(control); grazing clover 
sward with 150kg/ha of  
chemical nitrogen supplied 
annually; and clover with 
250kg/ha chemical nitrogen 
applied. 

She told the group that 
last year all three treatments 
grew the same, approximate-
ly 14.2tDM/ha. The stocking 

rate on the trial is 2.75LU/ha. 
Hennessey said that this 

shows what savings in ferti-
lizer can be achieved through 
the use of  clover in swards. 
In addition, she said that 
the cows grazing the clover 
swards produced 33kg of  
milk solids (MS) more than 
the control, or 90kg MS more 
per hectare, which shows the 
extra production which can 
be achieved.

The diffi culties of  grazing 
clover swards and weed treat-
ment resulted in widespread 
debate among the farmers, 
who questioned Hennessey 
on grazing management 
and the issue of  bloat. She 
said that the same grassland 
management is taking place 
for the clover swards as all 
grassland swards on the 

farm. They are grazed on 
a 21-day rotation and cows 
are let in on covers of  1,300-
1,500kg DM/ha (8-10cm). The 
target post-grazing height 
through the year is 4cm. 
However, she did stress that 
grazing very tight in the last 
rotation to about 3.5cm is 
crucial to allow light down to 
the stolons. 

Last year, the 150kg N 
treatment had 27% clo-
ver content over the 
year while the 250kg 
N treatment had 
24% clover content. 
They are placing 
bloat oil in the 
water, which is an 

extra cost but will reduce the 
issue. It is normally put in 
once early signs of  bloat are 
detected. 

Hennessey stressed that 
they have never lost any 
cows on the farm due to bloat 
so far. On a beef  scenario, 
she admitted that avoiding 
bloat may be more tricky as 
cattle move from grass on 
to swards with clover and 

grass.
She said a quick 
and easy way to 
reduce the risk of  
bloat is to gradu-
ally introduce clo-
ver into the diet, 
or ensure that 

animals are 
not hungry 

when 
changing 

fi elds. Adding hay to the diet 
may also reduce the risk, or 
move animals to clover for 
a short period, then back to 
grass.

In terms of  cultivar choice 
in Moorepark, Chieftan and 
Crusader clover are used. 

These are medium, white 
clovers which reduce the risk 
of  clover growth overshad-
owing grass in the autumn. 
The clover was sown at a rate 
of  5kg/ha and weeds were 
targeted with a clover-safe 
post-emergence spray. 

Docks in pasture were 
sprayed in the past week 
again with Clover max, a 
clover-safe spray. Hennessey 
advised that when treating 
docks with clover-safe sprays 
to ensure that docks are at 
the rosette stage.

Participants 
take dairy
research 
on board
Nathan Tuffy looks at the key 
messages and issues raised at the 
BETTER Farm technical day held 
at Moorepark’s research centre

fl uke, she urged caution. 
She said that there is a lot of  
unknowns with rumen fl uke. 
Mature rumen fl uke fl oat 
about in the rumen without 
causing any damage. How-
ever, the immature fl uke can 
cause damage to the small 
intestine, but experts are not 
sure of  the effect of  oxycloza-
nide on immatures. 

She said that only clinical 
cases should be treated and 
she urged the group to treat 
liver fl uke separately to ru-
men fl uke as oxyclozanide is 
not very effective at killing 
liver fl uke, as only matures 
are killed and not all.

Deirdre 
Hennessey.

BETTER Farm participants questioning Deirdre Hennessey on the clover trial at Moorepark. 

Using clover as a way to reduce nitrogen use

Riona Sayers.

clover-safe spray. Hennessey 

docks with clover-safe sprays 

Despite all the participants 
grazing on a paddock basis, 
the layout of paddocks at 
Moorepark, access through 
roads, and group size cre-
ated much debate among 
the farmers. 

One of the comments 
made was about the large 
number of roadways 
through the farm that give 
access to paddocks. Emer 
Kennedy explained that 
the roadways and paddock 
design mean that the pad-
docks can be accessed from 
several different points to 
facilitate grazing. 

She said that there are 
numerous gaps in each pad-
dock which gives fl exibility 
when on-off grazing in wet 
weather. Cows can enter a 
paddock at a different place 
to where they exited it. 

In addition, drinkers can 
be moved along to facilitate 
smaller daily allocations 
of grass, allowing cows to 
graze in very diffi cult condi-
tions.

In terms of grass measur-
ing, she said that the farm 
is walked twice weekly to 
assess supply. Surplus pad-
docks are removed as si-
lage, while supplementation 
can take place if a defi cit 
occurs. The rule of thumb 
operated on the farm is that 
every 5t grass DM grown 
can support 1LU.

One bone of contention 
among the group was their 
reliance on concentrates 
compared to their dairy 
counterparts. The question 
was raised whether they 
should be more focused on 
increasing time at grass 
and the volume of grass 
grown rather than supple-
menting with concentrates. 

One voice in the crowd 
made the point that since 
introducing a paddock 
system on his farm, he has 
increased grass growth by 
20%. He questioned why 
some farmers become fo-
cused on renting more and 
more land when they can 
get so much more produc-
tion from their own.

Kennedy emphasised the 
value of getting early spring 
grass into the diet of cattle 
by saying that 1kg of spring 
grass has a higher energy 
content than 1kg of barley.
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