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t
his spring was very 
difficult for most 
farmers in the pro-
gramme due to diffi-
cult weather and slow 

grass growth. Turning cattle 
out to grass was delayed on 
many farms in the west and 
some cattle are still housed. 

Many farmers who man-
aged to get cattle out to grass 
in mid-February and early 
March had to practise on-off  
grazing for periods of  time 
and even had to rehouse cat-
tle during periods of  heavy 
rainfall. 

Table 1 shows the monthly 
rainfall from January to May 
2014 and 2015. As can be seen 
from the data, a lot more rain 
fell in western counties this 
spring compared with the 
east. Most of  this extra rain 
fell in February, March and 
April when farmers were try-
ing to get cattle out to grass. 

Rainfall in the southeast 
this spring is a lot lower 
than last year, whereas in the 
northwest it is actually quite 
similar to 2014.

Figure 1 shows the spring 
grass growth rates on all 
the BETTER farms. This 

data was generated from the 
weekly grass growth meas-
urements recorded by the 
programme farmers from the 
week beginning on 1 March 
to 17 May. 

Grass growth was very 
slow during March and early 
April on all the programme 
farms. This is mainly due to 
the colder weather from the 
cold nights and harsh winds 
from the east and north. 

Met Eireann data in Table 
2 shows that soil tempera-
tures were approximately 1°C 
lower in all regions com-
pared with 2014. 

Western counties had 
higher soil temperatures 
during March and April, and 
therefore grass growth was 
higher on these farms. 

However, growth rates on 
farms were quite variable 
between farmers in the east 
and west. This can be mainly 
attributed to the rainfall, as 
farms in the southeast expe-
rienced a soil moisture defi-
cit during March and April.

Grass growth was very 
slow, which  made the first 
rotation on these farms dif-
ficult as the average farm 
covers were too low for the 
second rotation to begin. 

Although growth rates 
were best in the southwest, 
grass utilisation was best for 
farmers in the southeast due 
to drier weather in March.

Figure 2 illustrates the dif-

Figure 1
2015 spring grass growth on the Teagasc/Irish Farmers 
Journal BETTER farms
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Figure 2
Regional spring grazed grass yield 2014 and 2015
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Figure 3
Spring grass growth in the 
southeast 2014 and 2015
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Figure 4
Spring grass growth in the 
northeast 2014 and 2015
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Figure 6
Spring grass growth in the 
northwest 2014 and 2015
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Figure 5
Spring grass growth in the 
southwest 2014 and 2015
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Table 1: Met eireann regional monthly and total rainfall (mm) in 2015 and 2014
Region Year Jan Feb Mar Apr May Total

Northwest1
2015 203.5 94.6 119.3 73.7 108.6 599.7

2014 195 197 91 28 93 604

Southwest2
2015 130.6 91.1 106.8 63.6 91.6 483.7

2014 176 195 87 38 90 586

Northeast3
2015 63.9 40 76.2 49.5 81 310.6

2014 116 103 61 36 82 398

Southeast4
2015 66 36.3 53.5 26.3 79.5 261

2014 147 177 65 53 78 520

Table 2: Met eireann regional monthly mean 10cm soil temperature in 2015 and 2014
Region Year Jan Feb Mar Apr May Total

Northwest1
2015 4.4 4.6 6.5 10.1 11.7 7.4

2014 4.2 4.8 7.0 11.2 13.8 11.0

Southwest2
2015 5.3 5.2 7.4 10.8 12.4 8.1

2014 5.7 5.3 7.7 10.9 13.6 8.6

Northeast3
2015 3.9 3.8 5.8 9.4 11.3 6.7

2014 4.3 4.8 6.6 10.7 13 7.9

Southeast4
2015 4.2 4.1 6.5 10.9 12.2 7.5

2014 4.4 5.0 7.1 11.6 13.6 8.3

ference in the yield of  grazed 
grass grown on the BETTER 
farms on a regional and na-
tional basis. 

Overall, all the farms have 
grown an average of  3,331kg 
DM/ha from 1 March until 25 
May 2015. In the same period 
last year, the same farmers 
grew 3,990kg DM/ha. 

Similar to last year, farms 
in the southwest have grown 
more grazed grass to date 
than the other regions, but 
they have still grown 1,033kg 
DM/ha less than in 2014. 

Despite the drier weather 

in the southeast, these farms 
have grown the second larg-
est amount of  grazed grass 
this spring. Southern farms 
have grown more grass this 
spring mainly by being able 
to get cattle out grazing ear-
lier and being able to apply 
slurry and fertiliser to land 
earlier.

Figures 3, 4, 5 and 6 show 
the BETTER farms’ weekly 
grass growths since the be-
ginning of  March to mid-May 
on a regional basis in 2015 
and 2014. 

In all regions except the 

northwest, grass growth was 
higher in 2014 during March 
and this made managing 
grass supply on the farm 
for the second rotation a lot 
easier. 

Grass growth was higher 
during early April and May 
in all regions last year and 
many farmers had to remove 
surplus grass as baled silage. 
However, very few farmers 
have taken out strong pad-
docks in 2015. 

Grass growths for last 
week were higher in 2014 in 
all regions compared with 

GRass 
GRowTh 
down 
16.5%

1Data recorded from Markree weather station; 2Data recorded from Shannon Airport weather sta-
tion; 3Data recorded from Dunsany weather station; 4Data recorded from Oakpark weather station

1Data recorded from Markree weather station; 2Data recorded from Shannon Airport weather sta-
tion; 3Data recorded from Dunsany weather station; 4Data recorded from Oakpark weather station

BetteR farm programme 
adviser Peter Lawrence shows 
how weather conditions this 
year have caused grass growth 
rates to be back by 16.5% 
compared with last year

this year. Depending on 
stocking rate and turnout 
date, most programme farm-
ers have applied between 50 
and 80 units/acre of  nitrogen 
to their grazing land. 

Most farmers applied 23 
units of  urea/acre for their 
first application and either 
CAN or compounds on subse-
quent applications. 

Farmers on drier land 
were able to spread 1,500 to 
2,500 gallons of  cattle slurry 
on paddocks with low grass 
covers and paddocks that 
were grazed first. 

Silage harvesting has 
begun on some farms in the 
south and, depending on 
weather conditions, most 
farms should be cutting si-
lage within the next seven to 
10 days.

 ÂAverage grass growth 
rates have dropped by 
16.5% compared with last 
year.

 ÂGrowth rates in the 
northwest of the country 
have remained very poor 
throughout May.

 ÂLower temperatures 
and above-average rain-
fall for March, April and 
May has resulted in lower 
growth rates.

 ÂThe farms grew 3,331kg 
DM/ha from 1 March to 25 
May – by comparison, last 
year they grew 3,990kg 
DM/ha.
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