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MANY BULLS will be castrated in the coming weeks to be 
finished as steers in the future.  The following are some 
important research findings on castration
÷ Castration will cause a level of weight loss in cattle after 
procedure is carried out.
÷ Level of weight loss increases with increase of age of  
castration.
÷ Weight loss occurs no matter what method is used.
÷ The younger the animal at castration the less stress that is 
caused to the animal.
÷ There is no advantage in delaying castration in terms of 
carcase weight at slaughter at 22 months of age.

METHODS OF CASTRATION 

Burdizzo
Ensure testicles are below the jaws of the burdizzo. The bur-
dizzo works by crushing the spermatic cord carrying blood 
to the testicles. Each spermatic cord is crushed twice, for 10 
seconds each. Second crush below the first.

Banding
Small rubber rings may be used on calves. Older animals may 
be castrated with the application of a specially designed elastic 
band applied with the aid of an applicator around the neck of 
the scrotum. It is very important to give a clostridial vaccine 
one month before this procedure is carried out and a follow 
up booster at castration as there is a risk of tetanus infection.

Surgical
This needs to be carried out by a  vet who may also advise an 
antibiotic and/or Clostridial vaccine to minimise infection risk.  

Welfare considerations
Animals six months and older must receive a local anaesthetic 
at the time of castration. 

If using the rubber band to castrate calves, a local anaesthetic 
must be given if the calf is more than one week old. 

The younger the animal is at the time of castration the 
easier it is on the animal and on the person carrying out the 
procedure.

  HERD MANAGEMENT: CASTRATION

The 60:40 planner is an effective tool 
for grassland management in the  
autumn, writes Gordon Peppard 

CLOSE A SET 
AMOUNT EACH 
WEEK UNTIL THE 
WHOLE GRAZING 
AREA IS CLOSED 
AND ANIMALS 
HOUSED

How to manage          autumn grassland
The 10 Green Acres Calf to Beef programme participants have all been profiled in the 
Farming Independent over the past five months. Today we remind readers who they are, 
where they are based and the systems that they are operating.

The map below summarises each individual farm in the programme and over the next 
number of months the progress made on each farm will be reported.

For further updates be sure to read about the farmers on the last Tuesday of each month 
in the Farming Independent. 

T
HE annual 
grassland 
management 
calendar starts in 
the autumn. The 
closing date of 

paddocks and how they are 
grazed out in the months of 
October and November has a 
direct effect on the amount of 
grass available on the farm in 
February and March. 

The 60:40 autumn rotation 
planner is a tool used during 
the last grazing rotation. The 
plan must be to close up a 
set amount of the farm each 
week until the whole grazing 
area is closed and animals 
housed.

As grass growth rates 
from the first of November 
to the first of March are very 
low or close enough to zero, 
any grass to be grazed in 
February and early March 
will have to be grown this 
October.

The first paddocks/field 
to be closed should be those 
that will be grazed first in 
the spring. These fields are 
generally the driest, most 
sheltered and closest to the 
yard. 

The planner (see opposite) 
is based on a 60:40 rule of 
thumb, where 60pc of the 
total farm area would be 
closed by November 8 to 10 or 

one to two weeks earlier on 
wetter farms. 

A consistent amount 
should be closed each week 
up to November 10. When 
calculating your target areas, 
include all lands to be grazed 
in the spring, including silage 
ground that will be grazed 
before closing for silage.

If you start closing ground 
on the week of October 5, you 
have five weeks, to achieve 
your 60pc target, therefore 
12pc of ground should be 
closed each week. The 
remaining 40pc should be 
closed from November 10 to 
housing.

The idea is that when all 
paddocks are closed by early 

December that there would 
be a range of grass covers 
on the farm from grazed out 
(4cm) to 8cm. This gives an 
average farm cover of around 
6cm which equates to 500 
to 600kgs of dry matter per 
hectare. This will be the 
grass that will be available 
next spring before the growth 
starts.

Grazing out too quickly 
If you are ahead of the target 
areas to be grazed, extra 
stock may need to be housed 
earlier than was planned 
or if ground conditions 
allowed you could start some 
supplementary feeding at 
grass. Heavier cattle should 
be housed first if conditions 
deteriorate.

Grazing out too slowly
If you are grazing too little of 
the area to make the targets, 
then the rotation needs to be 
speeded up, this can be done 
by grazing some of the lighter 
covers first in order to get the 
required area grazed off. It is 
essential to stick to the areas 
to be grazed off each week, if 
you don’t the area woǹ t have 
enough time to grow. 

Gordon Peppard is the programme 
advisor for Teagasc Green Acres 
email: Gordon.Peppard@teagasc.ie

THE FOLLOWING checklist 
should be completed in the next 
few weeks to ensure that all 
animal houses are ready when 
required.
÷All slurry tanks should be 
emptied before midnight  
on October 14 if not already 
done.
÷Ensure that all water troughs 
are in good working order and 
that a good clean supply of 
water is available. Any mainte-
nance on pipes, troughs should 
be undertaken.
÷Check that all barriers, gates, 
latches, hinges are working 
and replaced or fixed where 
necessary.
÷Straw bedded houses should 
be cleaned out by this stage, 

power washed down and  
given plenty of time to dry out 
in order to minimise disease 
carry over. Lime should be  
used once the house has dried 
out.
÷Ensure that the ventilation in 
the shed is adequate, watch out 
for cobwebs in the roof area and 
raise sheets, put in space boards 
etc where there is a problem.
÷Ensure that there are no 
draughts in the shed.

Pneumonia risk
With the change in tempera-
ture and damper weather over 
the last week or so there is an 
increased risk of lungworm 
(hoose) in many areas. 

This puts dairy bred calves 

in particular at a high risk of 
pneumonia, due to the high 
percentage of their diet coming 
from grazed grass. 

Keep a close watch for any 
signs of coughing and treat 
early. Increasing the meal feed-
ing to these calves will also help 
to reduce the stress on these 
animals.

Silage analysis
It won’t be long before we know 
it and animals will start to be 
housed again for the winter.  
In order to correctly supple-
ment our stock over the winter 
we need to know the quality  
of silage that we are dealing 
with.

Silage analysis is the best 

method of determining this. 
The silage should be tested 

to establish the dry matter, the 
dry matter digestibility, the 
energy, the protein etc so that 
we can then feed meals based 
on the quality of silage rather 
than on what we think we have 
in the pit.

Now is a good time to get 
your silage analysed to ensure 
that you have results on hand 
before animals are housed.

Poor performing calves
Every group of calves has a 
number of animals that 
are not performing at the  
level expected or required. 

They may have been sick ear-
lier in life, are getting bullied at 

the meal trough etc, but for one 
reason or another they are not 
doing the same thrive as their 
comrades. 

If you haven’t done so  
already, now is a good time to 
pull out the weakest 10 to 15pc 
of calves and keep them in a 
separate group.

This group needs some  
tender loving care and should 
be placed in a small paddock 
of good quality after grass pref-
erably close to the yard where  
they can get extra meal twice 
per day.

At housing, this group should 
be penned together so that  
the bigger cattle are not 
bullying them away from the 
trough. 

The extra meal feeding can 
continue in order to try and 
get them back on target with 
the remaining calves.

Meal feeding at grass
The energy content of grass  
naturally declines in the au-
tumn, from a position where 
it may have been supporting 
an average daily gain (ADG) 
of 0.9–1kg to a point where it 
may now only be supporting 
between 0.5 and 0.7kgs of an 
ADG depending on quality.

To ensure that calves keep up 
a good level of daily gain, the 
meal supplementation should 
now be increased to counter-
act the lower energy and the 
 lower level of dry matter in 

the grass.
Calves should be receiving 1.5 

to 2kgs of meal per day.
This will help to maintain 

performance, reduce stress 
thereby helping in reducing 
respiratory sickness.

Finishing steers and heifers 
at grass should be fed 0.5kg 
meal per 100kg live weight, eg 
3kg per day to a 600kg steer, 
where the grass quality is very 
good.

Feed 1kg meal per 100kg 
live weight, eg 6kg per day to 
a 600kg steer, where grass is 
scarce or of lower quality.

Visit www.teagasc.ie/beef/
greenacres for more information

Get your house in order     for winter feeding and nurture

Autumn grassland management 
plans need to be in place for  

the first week in October
Dates Percentage to  Target area to Field name Actual area 
  close/week close per wee k /number grazed

Oct. 5–11 12% 14 – 15 ac House and Long field 14 ac

Oct. 12-18 12% 14 – 15 ac Hill field 15 ac

Oct. 19- 25 12% 14 – 15 ac Top & Murphy`s field 16 ac

Oct. 26- Nov 1 12% 14 – 15 ac Far and inside field 13 ac

Nov. 2–8 12% 14 – 15 ac Pond field 14 ac

Total by Nov 8 60% 72ac  72ac

FARMER WITH 120 ACRES OF GRASSLAND 
STARTING TO CLOSE PADDOCKS ON THE WEEK  OCTOBER 5 - 11

Christy  
Dowd
Tulsk, 
Co Roscommon
Rearing 55 Angus/
Hereford heifer calves. 
Plans to finish heifers 
at under two years.  
40 Suckler cows  
and followers.

Conor Greene
Rathowen, 
Co Westmeath
Rearing 75 Friesian 
bull calves. Finishing as bullocks 
between 26-30 months. Using 
automated calf feeders.

Michael Ryan,
Ballymore, Co Westmeath
Rearing 100 Angus/Hereford heifer 
calves. Plans to finish heifers at under two years.

Michael Flynn
Nenagh, Co Tipperary
100 Hereford bull 
calves reared. Finished 
as bullocks at 22 months.  
Twenty seven autumn calving 
suckler cows and followers.

John Lalor
Ballyfin, Co Laois
Rearing 115 Angus/
Hereford heifer 
calves. Finishing heifers at 22-
26 months. Tillage enterprise 
also on the farm. Pat Bowden

Lisdowney,  
 Co Kilkenny

Rearing 70 
Friesian bull calves. Finishing 

bullocks between 26-30 months. 
Forty suckler cows and followers.

Joe Farrell
Castledermot, 

Co Kildare
Rearing 100 

Angus heifer and 20 
Friesian bull calves. Bull 

finished at 16 months. 
Finishing heifers at 22-24 

months. Tillage enterprise 
also on the farm.

Ben Sweeney
Enfield, Co Meath
Rearing 150 Friesian 
bull and 25 Angus 
heifer calves. Bulls finished 
at 16-22 months. Finishing 
heifers at 24-26 months. 25 
suckler cows and followers.

David Drum
Athboy, Co Meath
Rearing 165 Friesian 
bull calves. Bulls 
finished at 18-22 months. 70 
Suckler cows and followers. 
Tillage enterprise also on the 
farm.

Eamon Kirk
Dundalk, Co Louth
Rearing 70 Angus 
bull calves. Finished 
as bullocks at  
two years. Tillage enterprise 
also on the farm.
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