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T
his autumn, the 
BETTER Farm pro-
gramme will host four 
regional farm walks. 
The focus of  the 

walks is managing autumn 
grass and setting the farm 
up for spring grazing again. 
In addition, the events will 
focus on preparing calves for 
weaning and winter feeding 

split into spring and autumn 
calving. Before joining the 
programme, he sold all prog-

As part of  his farm plan, 
developed with the help of  
programme adviser Peter 
Lawrence and local B&T 
adviser Austin Flavin, the 
decision was made to take all 
cattle through to slaughter 

Herd details

Both herds calve inside a 
10-week period with a calv-

his second calf  crop hit the 

Autumn calving com-
menced on 1 August and, to 

with two cows having twins, 

Autumn cows were weaned 

and offered a mix of  straw 

and removed once settled 
in-calf.

calves are weaned in two 

into two groups and dividing 
with fencing or housing.

Target weaning weights 

achieved in the past few 

In 2013, spring calves were 
weaned and housed at an 

were weighed on 21 August 
and averaged 291kg, which is 

mental cross. Heifers are 

heifers come onto the farm 
having received a full vac-

into the autumn herd. 

Replacement heifers for 
the spring herd are then 
retained from the autumn 
herd. 

and good continental genet-

high levels of  weight gain 
from grass, which suits his 

Both factors remove a lot 

associated with autumn and 

cows and genetics comes 
down to the herd manager, as 

performing or too reliant on 
concentrates.

Steer system 

off-farm and the farm is 

management. 

top class, so harnessing this 
as cheap liveweight gain over 
two seasons makes the steer 

allows for an eight-month 
grazing season, which ena-

200kg of  liveweight from 
grass. 

Given the cost of  intensive 

Weight gain

steers went to grass on 16 
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T
he last of  the second-
cut silage is now 
harvested and fodder 

grazing saved as silage this 

The plan from now on in 
the programme farms is to 
save grass for autumn graz-

or autumn calving cows 
out at grass for as long as 

nitrogen to grazing ground. 

seeded at present will get a 

the closed period for chemi-

seeding taking place in the 
past week, with plans for 

farmers from proceeding 
with their original reseeding 
plans, as frequent show-
ers have limited ploughing 
opportunities. While the 

received little rainfall since 

grass growth in these areas 

supplement cattle intakes. 
The lack of  soil moisture 

has limited fertilizer ap-
plications and on one farm, 
it has hindered germination 

of  grass seed in reseeded 
ground.

Grass growth
Grass growth this week aver-

growth rates are starting to 
tail off  in line with normal 
seasonal growth, the major-

are getting excellent grass 

utilisation when grazing, 
which is helping to clean out 
paddocks. 

As cattle are getting the 
full-time period of  grazing in 
paddocks (two, three or four 

grazing covers, as cattle are 

around one month ago. 

BETTER farm Beef Programme

Autumn-born steers will be 

BETTER FARM WALK

Derrynahinch, 
Ballyhale, 
Co Kilkenny

Castlecomer

Kilkenny

Callan Thomastown
N76

N10

M9

N77

James Madigan, Ballyhale, Co Kilkenny

Silage season draws to a close

Table 1: Converting growth rate into kilos of liveweight per hectare/acre 
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FARMER FOCUS

Michael Smith 
Co Cavan

up last week with 60 bales 
made from 10 acres. I made 
a small second-cut as the 

and I had been making bales 

summer. 
Fodder stocks are more 

than adequate. I budget for a 
-

I can keep weanlings out late 

March. 
There should still be a good 

fortnight. 

trouble with pneumonia in the 

-

weeks old using an intra-nasal 

-

due to be wormed again. 
The strongest spring bull 

weanlings will be sold this 
autumn and creep feeding 

strong stores. This worked 

-
weight at €2.30/kg. 

The spring cows were 
scanned and 31 out of 33 are 
in-calf in a nine-week breeding 
season. One cow is barren and 

the other cow is 
showing in-

calf but is 
a problem 
cow and 
will most 

culled.   

Willie Treacy 
Co Louth

and ensiled in the pit. It was 

-

the mid-70s DMD. 
With more cattle being 

is helping to replace meal 
during the growing phase. 

sulphur. 
I was tight for silage last 

two cuts. This 
should see me 

through to 
March of 

bought 
130 

to go. There are eight heifers 

maternal Limousin bull. 

Belgian Blue and Charolais 
-

mental to breed some replace-

are on a bare paddock and be-

-
ited grass growth. 

ration is made up of one-third 

and one-third distillers. It cost 

a rumen buffer. The bulls will 
be killed under 16 months. 

In association with
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Grass growth
kg DM/ha

Northern figures from NI Suckler 
Beef programme; southern figures 
from BETTER Farm programme 
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cattle excelled at grass de-

-

-

meal fed to their dam at 

Grassland management

at high cost or with good 

-

-

-

-

Regional autumn farmwalk series
 Thursday 4 September

 Wednesday 10 September
Co Westmeath

 Thursday 11 September
 Tuesday 16 September

Monaghan
Walks will be held at 2pm and 6pm

 To ensure there is adequate grass for autumn 

should mean that the target rotation length 
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