Johnstown Castle Winter Milk Herd- Weekly Management Notes - 16/07/18


Rainfall of just 1.5 mm rain this week (Sunday), even within the County there was significant variation with no
rain in places and up to as much as 9mm in other areas, soil temperatures averaging a massive 23.1°C. for the
past week. Whilst any rainfall is welcome, we’d significant volumes to make an impression on SMD –see photos.



Grazing plan is similar across all milking groups at present. Cows are “housed” for the day after morning milking
and offered as much bale silage as they can eat (~8kgs/dm/cow), they go back out to the paddocks after evening
milking where their getting ~4kgs/cow of grass at best. We’re holding a rotation of between 22-24 days, cows
were stepped up to 7kgs of parlor nut over the past couple of days.



Both our autumn & spring in calf heifers are getting silage in paddocks where there is a small amount of grass,
but probably 80% of their diet is now baled silage. This years replacements are getting 2kgs calf nut & grazing 2 nd
cut silage ground (reasonable grass).



Not a lot else happening at present, bulls will be coming out next week, we’ll be carrying out some of our annual
vaccination programs over the next few weeks (salmonella, lepto & IBR)

This week (16/07/18)

Autumn Calving Herd

Spring Calving Herd

100%

100%

Milk Kg

18.9

23.7

Fat %

4.32

4.03

Protein %

3.93

3.42

Milk Solids kg

1.55

1.75

Grazed Grass kgs/dm/cow

4 kgs

4kgs

Silage kgs/dm/cow

8kgs

~8kgs

7kgs

7kgs

Mean calving date 11th October

Mean calving date 25th Feb

Days in Milk

277

141

Milk kg

6886

3760

Milk Solids kg

551

275

1349 in parlor (1805total)

605

Intake

Production

% of Herd Milking

Maize silage kgs/dm/cow
Concentrate in TMR –
Parlour concentrate
Lactation to date per cow

Totals

Concentrate Fed

“Autumn Herd” - grass wedge

