
  

  

 

 

Harvest Progress 2022 

Harvest progress over the last month has been particularly slow with weather 

conditions similar to 2019 where a wet October delayed lifting. While some 

growers are completely finished, many have a significant amount of crop still to 

lift and some have barely begun. As of the middle of November it is estimated 

that there could be 25% of the maincrop still to be harvested. 

Already there have been reports of soft rots in crops this will probably get worse 

as the season goes on, where areas have been waterlogged keep an eye out for 

blackheart which is caused by a lack of oxygen. When harvest restarts make a 

plan for the waterlogged areas, keep these crops separate where possible so 

they can be monitored and if issues occur then they can be identified quickly and 

sorted out. 

As temperatures drop during the rest of the season crops will become more 

difficult to dry and cure so again this process will take time. Gangrene also 

becomes more of a problem in colder wetter conditions, so try to reduce physical 

damage as much as possible, this involves constant monitoring of the entire 

harvesting process. When taking samples to test for damage, make sure to take 

them from different steps along the process including the lifting shares, from the 

different webs on the harvester and from different depths within the boxes. This 

will give a clearer insight where damage is occurring during harvest which can 

then be addressed. This will need to be completed daily and especially when 

moving from one crop to another. 



 

 

Blackheart from a waterlogged area 

 

 

The risk of Gangrene infection increases as temperatures drop 

As mentioned in the October newsletter preventing damage at harvest is critical 

so click on the buttons below as a reminder on the appropriate set up of GRIMME 

or Standen machines to reduce bruising at harvest. If still in doubt consult with 



 

your dealer, other manufactures may also have guidelines for their machines as 

well so again consult with your dealer. 

GRIMME Harvester Gentle Handling Leaflet  

 

Standen Harvester Settings to Minimise Damage  

 

 

 

UK Potato Council harvester and bruising video. 

 

Storage 

With the electricity costs increasing dramatically since this time last year the cost 

of running the store will have increased significantly so keep an eye on all 

monitoring systems and look out for any abnormalities. Make sure doors are only 

open as required, louvres shut properly when not in use as any air that leaks out 

will increase cost. Watch out for condensation which is an obvious sign that all is 

not well in the store, warm air hitting cool surfaces is the reason and is probably 

caused by poor ventilation, warm potatoes being placed in the store, inaccurate 

sensors or not enough of them.  

Many processing stores will have already received their first treatment of DMN of 

https://www.teagasc.ie/crops/crops/potatoes/potatoes-agronomy-/harvesting/
https://www.teagasc.ie/crops/crops/potatoes/potatoes-agronomy-/harvesting/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RtSQ2PRH4Zs


 

between 15-20 ml per tonne sometime after the store was full and the potatoes 

were dry. The second application will be applied as soon as the eyes begin to 

open at the blinking or peeping stage (see picture below), this will vary with 

different varieties so monitor crops closely. There should be no ventilation for 24-

48 hours after application otherwise the fog will escape and the treatment will not 

be as effective but watch CO2 levels. Internal recirculation of the air for 30 

minutes after application should help the distribution of the fog and increase the 

uptake by the potatoes. Return the store to normal after 24-48 hours. Make sure 

nobody enters the store during this period. If there are any further queries contact 

the distributor. 

 

 

Note; Picture courtesy of DormFresh UK 

DMN Technical Manual 

 

 

 

Teagasc/Farmplan Partnership 

  

At the recent National Tillage Crops Forum Teagasc and Farmplan launched a 

new partnership to provide an online crop recording system for clients called 

Gatekeeper Express+. This cloud based recording system will enable farmers to 

have more complete records for the farm which will help to both keep records for 

all crops and to make plans for the future. It is envisaged that this software will 

reduce the workload and time that crop recording takes thereby helping farmers 

to get on with other farm tasks. For more details on the partnership and the 

package click on the link below. 

https://www.dormfresh.co.uk/sites/dormfresh/files/technical-datasheet/DormFresh-Technical-Manual-English-Oct-2022.pdf


Teagasc/Farmplan Partnership 

 

  

 

https://www.teagasc.ie/crops/crops/crop-recording/


 

National Potato Conference 2022 

The 2022 National Potato Conference takes place later this month in the City 

North Hotel, Drogheda and will provide an ideal opportunity for growers to see 

up to date trends in the market, including a report from the economist Jim 

Power, as well as some key agronomic advice on blight, storage and wireworm 

control. For further details click on the button below; 

2022 National Potato Conference  

 

 

 

 

https://www.teagasc.ie/news--events/national-events/events/potato-conference.php

