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Welcome to the International Union of Forestry Research Organizations, Extension & Knowledge
Exchange Working Party 9.01.03; and welcome to Ireland! It has been 11 years since we have come
together as a single working party (last time was 2004, Orvieto, Italy) not in collaboration with
another working party or as part of an all- Division meeting. While these relationships with other
working parties within IUFRO are extremely important, it is also important that EKE members have
the opportunity to meet on our own, so we can share successes and ideas, develop a route towards
our future as a working party, and focus our efforts and imaginations on our role within IUFRO. EKE is
delighted to begin a partnership with our new colleagues at Teagasc and we welcome them into the
working party. Many thanks to both Teagasc and Oregon State University with their assistance and
dedication in the planning and implementation of this conference.
Please take this week to get to know your colleagues from around the world. You are sure to
discover many shared interests in forestry and natural resources, and in information and knowledge
exchange, which may lead to more international partnerships and projects. But also, get to know
Galway, enjoy the beautiful landscapes, and the wonderful people of Ireland!
Thank you for coming,
Janean H Creighton,
Coordinator, IUFRO Extension & Knowledge Exchange Working Party

Special Recognition and Thanks Go to:
Country Host:
Nuala NiFhlatharta, Head of Forestry Development Department, Teagasc
IUFRO EKE Working Party Deputies:
Aleš Poljanec, University of Ljubljana, Department of Forestry and Renewable Resources
John Pineau, Provincial Leader, Ontario, FPInnovations, Canada
Sally Upfold, Knowledge Manager, Institute for Commercial Forestry Research, South Africa

CONFERENCE PROGRAM
Connecting Research to Practice: The evolving world of extension and
knowledge exchange
September 27 to October 1, 2015
Sunday PM
Welcome Reception and Social
September
Location: Hotel Meyrick, Galway
27
6:00 to 8:00PM – Enjoy the tastes and sounds of Ireland and meet your colleagues from around the world.
Welcome Address:
His Worship the Mayor of the City of Galway, Councillor Frank Fahy
Dr. Niall Farrelly, President of the Society of Irish Foresters
Monday AM
September
28
8:00 – 8:30
8:30 - 9:50

Session 1 Moderator Janean Creighton
Location: Connemara Ballroom, Hotel Meyrick

8:50 - 9:15

Registration
Nuala Ni Fhlatharta, Ireland
Janean Creighton, USA
Everyone

Welcome to the meeting
Overview of IUFRO
Introductions of participants

9:15 - 10:00

Jim Johnson, USA

IUFRO Extension & Knowledge Exchange: Then and Now

10:00 - 10:30
10:30 - 10:55

BREAK
Vincent Upton, Ireland

11:00 – 11:25 Tamara Cushing, USA
11:30 – 11:55 Stephen Fitzgerald, USA
12:00 – 12:30 Moderator

Knowledge transfer challenges for new forest owner types
Oregon Tax Symposium: Educating landowners, tax
preparers and ourselves
Interactive Apps for Oregon Alternative Silviculture case
studies
Questions for presenters and discussion
LUNCH
(provided)

12:30 to 1:30
Monday PM
September
28
1:30 – 1:55

Session 2 Moderator Jonathon Kayes
Location: Connemara Ballroom

2:00 – 2:25

Brad Withrow-Robinson, USA

Why foresters make good extension urban forestry
educators
Engaging landowners in climate research

2:30 – 2:55

Dianna Fisher, USA

Using Geocaching for citizen science and community service

Michael Kuhns, USA

3:00 – 3:30

Moderator

3:30 – 4:00

Questions for presenters and discussion
BREAK

Monday PM
September
28
4:00 – 4:25

Session 3 Moderator Susan Moore
Location: Connemara Ballroom

4:30 – 4:55

Ales Poljanec, Slovenia

5:00 – 5:25

Kevin Zobrist, USA

5:30 – 6:00

Moderator

Dennis Hazel, USA

Ten years of research to extension in bioenergy in North
Carolina
Empirical guidelines for sustainable use of forest biomass
for energy in protected areas
Extension and Bioenergy – keeping it relevant, keeping it
real
Questions for presenters and discussion
DINNER ON YOUR OWN
FREE TIME

Tuesday AM
September
29
8:30 – 8:55

Session 1
Moderator Jim Johnson
Location: Connemara Ballroom

9:00 – 9:25

Susan Kocher, USA

9:30 – 9:55

Evelyn Stoettner, Ireland

Teppo Hujala, Finland

10:00 – 10:30 Moderator
10:30 – 11:00

Forest advisors’ capacity building network: integration of
research results and experience sharing
Cooperative Extension in the role of third party monitorfacilitating collaboration between researchers, agencies,
and stakeholders
Information exchange of members and non-members of an
Irish forest producer group
Questions for presenters and discussion
BREAK

Tuesday AM Session 2
Moderator Stephen Fitzgerald
September
Location: Connemara Ballroom
29
11:00 – 11:25 Richard Standiford, USA
Linking research and extension: California’s Integrated
hardwood management program
11:30 – 11:55 Susan Moore, USA
Ecosystem impacts of woody biomass harvesting in the
Southeastern USA: Delivering research results to
practitioners
12:00 – 12:25 Katri Hamunen, Finland
Testing and developing peer-learning facilitation models
among Finnish extension specialists and forest owners
12:30 – 1:00
Moderator
Questions for participants and discussion

1:00 – 2:00

LUNCH
(on your own)

Tuesday PM
September
29
2:00 – 3:30

Keynote Moderator Janean Creighton

Nuala Ni Fhlatharta, Ireland
Liam Kelly, Ireland
John Casey, Ireland
Steven Meyen, Ireland

3:30 – 4:00

Forestry in Ireland

BREAK

Tuesday PM
September
29
4:00 – 4:25

Session 3 Moderator William Hubbard
Location: Connemara Ballroom
John Pineau, Canada

FPInnovations Ontario Industry Advisor Network –
Extension and knowledge exchange with impact

4:30 – 4:55

Teresa Baiges Zapater, Spain

The LIFE + DEMOrgest project: a knowledge transfer project
to protect the private Catalan forests through management

5:00 – 5:30

Moderator

Questions for participants and discussion
DINNER ON YOUR OWN
FREE TIME

Wednesday
September
30
7:45 – 5:30

FIELD TOUR: Galway and Clare
Leaders: Noel Kennedy and Michael Somers, Teagasc Forestry Advisers
See itinerary: Appendix A
Bus leaves the Meyrick Hotel at 7:45am, returns at 5:30pm
Lunch will be provided
Please ensure you have sturdy footwear and raingear!
DINNER ON YOUR OWN
FREE TIME

Thursday AM Session 1
Moderator John Pineau
October 1
Location: Connemara Ballroom
8:30 – 8:55
Cassandra Moseley, USA
Supporting Collaborative forestry through social and
economic monitoring
9:00 – 9:25
Kenji Nagasaka, Germany
Science Policy interaction with external ally of science in
Japanese forest policy process: Case study of the Forest and
Forestry Revitalization Plan
9:30 – 9:55
Jonathan Kays, USA
Extension role in public issues education: a wood energy
policy case study
10:00 – 10:30 Moderator
Questions for presenters and discussion
10:30 – 11:00

BREAK

Thursday AM Session 2
Moderator Brad Withrow-Robinson
October 1
Location: Connemara Ballroom
11:00 – 11:25 Annie Hermansen-Baez, USA
Kids in the woods: connecting middle school students with
the outdoors
11:30 – 11:55 Scott Leavengood, USA
How can extension professionals more effectively integrate
teaching and research with extension duties?
12:00 – 12:25 Inoue Mariko, Japan
Contents of forest and forestry education in Japanese high
schools: analysis based on ministry’s official guidelines for
school teaching
12:30 – 1:00
Moderator
Questions for participants and discussion
LUNCH
(on your own)

1:00 – 2:00
Thursday PM
October 1

Session 3 Moderator Richard Standiford
Location: Connemara Ballroom

2:00 – 2:25

William Hubbard, USA

2:30 – 2:55

Robert Bardon, USA

3:00 – 3:25

Mark Megalos, USA

3:30 – 3:55

Moderator

4:00 – 4:15
4:30 – 6:00

Gerry Boyle
All Invited to attend

From national planning to local adoption: Extension’s
potential role in implementing the National Cohesive
Wildland fire Management strategy
Lessons learned from using a non-linear extension model to
address challenges facing rural America
Climate cross-disciplinary delivery deluxe: Leveraging
extension and research resources in lean times
Questions for participants and discussion

Director of Teagasc
EKE Business Meeting
Conference Ajourns
FAREWELL TO FRIENDS
DINNER CRUISE on the CORRIB PRINCESS
6:30 to 9:30
The Corrib Princess sails from Woodquay in the heart of Galway city. The journey takes passengers along the
majestic River Corrib and onto Lough Corrib, Ireland’s second largest lake providing visitors with unsurpassed
views and natural amenities that make this the most spectacular waterway in Ireland. The Corrib Princess takes
you past castles and various sites of both historical and cultural interest. Lough Corrib is the second largest lake
in Ireland and is reputed to have 365 Islands. It is a vast lake of 44,000 acres and stretches some thirty-five
miles in length from Maam in Connemara to Galway city where the river drains via the Corrib River through
Galway City into Galway Bay. Lough Corrib is one of the best game fisheries in the world and it is a wonderful
place to experience game angling. There is an abundance of wildlife in Lough Corrib including birds and hawks,
otters, mink, stoat, frogs, bats and much more.
Source: www.corribprincess.ie

IUFRO field day to Galway and Clare – Wednesday 30th September
2015
Leaders: Noel Kennedy and Michael Somers, Teagasc Forestry Advisers

ITINERARY
07.45

Depart

Meyrick Hotel, Galway

08.45

Arrive
Meeting

Coole Park, Gort, Co.Galway
Dr.Enda Mooney National Parks & Wildlife Service, Paddy
Donovan, Donovan Forestry Services
Turlough and wetland woodland, recreational woodland
management, Lady Gregory and Coole park cultural history.
Introduction. Health & Safety
Coole river and turlough
Conifer woodland conversion and natural regeneration
Garden and Autograph Tree

Topics:
Stops:

10.15

Depart

11.15

Arrive:
Meeting:

Topics:

Kilcornan, Co.Limerick
John O’Connell, forest owner. John Madden, District Inspector,
Forest Service, Department of Agriculture, Food and the
Marine.
Forest fungi production, multiple use forestry, broadleaf
management

12.15

Depart

12.45

Arrive:

13.30

Depart

14.00

Arrive:
Meeting:
Topics:

16.00

Depart for Galway

17.30

Return:

Lunch – Durty Nelly’s, Bunratty, Co.Clare

Torpey Hurleys, Belvoir, Sixmilebridge, Co.Clare
John and Sean Torpey
Hurley production and thinning Norway spruce & Sitka spruce

Meyrick Hotel, Galway

Abstracts for oral presentations
TERESA BAIGES
The LIFE+ DEMOrgest project: a knowledge transfer project to protect the private Catalan forests through
management
The Centre for Forest Ownership (Centre de la Propietat Forestal; CPF) is the referential administration in the
promotion of the management of private forests in Catalonia (NE Spain), where private forests account for 77 % of
the total forested area (approx. 2 million hectares). Since 2004, the CPF and the main forest research centre of
Catalonia (Centre Tecnologic Forestal de Catalunya –CTFC) have worked together to develop a new set of sound
multifunctional silvicultural models adapted to the conditions of the Catalan forests, which integrate, as well, fire
risk prevention criteria: the so-called ORGEST models. In 2012, the ORGEST models for the 12 dominant tree
species (covering 80 % of the forest area) where already defined. In order to achieve the adoption of these models
by end users, an EU LIFE+ co-funded project was set in place (the DEMOrgest project 2012-2017). The objective of
the project is to demonstrate to forest owners and forest professionals that the ORGEST models proposed are a
viable and an easy-to-adopt alternative to manage their forests while protecting them from forest fires and other
climate-change related effects. The approach is based in i) capacity building of “multipliers” (Forest extensionists,
forest professionals, teachers, …) through the implementation of marteloscopes and other extension tools
(courses, fieldtrips, publications,..) and ii) the demonstration of the models to forest owners at real scale through a
network of demonstration sites, in forests belonging to key stakeholders, with the collaboration of the different
forest owners’associations and institutions involved in forest management in each region.
ROBERT BARDON
Lessons Learned From Using A Non-Linear Extension Model to Address Challenges Facing Rural America
Today’s Extension is working less with the traditional linear model of Research > Extension > Client and relying
more on the notion of “partnership building” to address challenges facing rural America. Multiple partners
working together can be very effective in disseminating knowledge and transferring technology, ultimately having
transformational impacts for rural Americans. An example of this multi-partner collaborative approach is being
implemented in Eastern North Carolina, USA to create and implement forward-looking, innovative solutions that
mitigate the negative impacts of unplanned development and encroachment of incompatible land uses on natural
resource conservation, working lands, and military readiness. This presentation will present highlights of four
years’ worth of efforts in utilizing a collaborative approach to addressing significant challenges across a regional
landscape. Insights on best management practices for utilizing a multi partner approach in Extension will be given.
The presentation will summarize the major efforts of Extension Forestry specialists related to organizational
development and partnership coordination. Special emphasis will be placed on lessons learned associated with
barriers to partnership success and recommendations will be provided for overcoming these barriers.
TAMARA CUSHING
Oregon Tax Symposium: Educating Landowners, Tax Preparers and Ourselves!
In January of 2015, a tax symposium was held to educate forest landowners, tax preparers and natural resource
professionals about the different types of taxes levied on forest land and products. The result was a sold-out
crowd for a full-day of tax education. The symposium concluded with a facilitated conversation focused on what
was learned by participants, where more information was needed and what does the state Committee on Family

Forests need to focus on if the opportunity comes up to talk about changing any part of the tax system in the state.
This presentation will highlight the process used to determine if there was a demand for such an event as well as
what we learned from the participants.
DIANNA FISCHER
Using Geocaching for Citizen Science and Community Service
Geocaching, an outdoor treasure hunt using GPS, is a worldwide phenomenon. There are over six million
registered geocachers and 2,521,354 active geocache sites. The sport, first recognized in 2001, has gone through
many changes, including the addition of a code of geocaching conduct. Recently, new types of geocaches and
various types of events that involve public/community service have come into play. Imagine you need to find
various locations where a plant disease is spreading. You can create informational geocaches to teach the players
about this plant disease with instructions to contact you with GPS coordinates of places they observe the disease
while searching for geocaches. You can use these coordinates to quickly create a map and generate a list of
locations to be monitored. Do you have an area taken over by an invasive species? Invite geocachers in to hold a
CITO (Cache in Trash Out) event where they picnic and perform clean-up (no charge)! We introduce the latest
types of geocaches – both those with and without containers -- and detail other situations and ideas on how those
geocaches and geocachers can be used for citizen science, park/land maintenance, and as a source of information!

STEVEN FITZGERALD
Interactive Apps for Oregon Alternative Silviculture Case Studies
Technology now exists to enhance traditional “how to” forestry-related Extension publications and make them
interactive to the reader, provide higher quality information that improves learning and, ultimately, improve
adoption of forest management techniques that meet landowner objectives. In 2011 we embarked on developing
case studies in alternative silviculture methods (even-aged long rotation, two-aged, and multi-aged management)
for Oregon’s forest landowners. The case studies were to highlight work that forest owners had been doing and
had some documented success. However instead of publishing these case studies in typical PDF form, we used
new technology to enhance reader interactivity. We present how these publications were developed, formatted
into Apps that can be downloaded from iTunes, and demonstrate the interactivity within these publications. This
project sets a new standard in developing and delivering interactive content for Extension audiences.
KATRI HAMUNEN
Testing and developing peer-learning facilitation models among Finnish extension specialists and forest owners
To better reach and engage private forest owners in active and multi-objective forest ownership, the traditional
”transfer-of-knowledge” extension model could be complemented with peer-learning-based actions. Enhanced
communication with other owners can provide new ideas, motivate learning and stimulate actions. In our ongoing
action research project we define, test and develop peer learning guidance procedures among Finnish extension
specialists and private forest owners. At the beginning of the project, information from different landowner
research cases, peer learning literature and practical experiments will be gathered. The practices that we consider
meaningful and forth experimenting in circumstances with Finnish forest owners are selected. We will pilot
facilitated peer learning by establishing three different forest owners’ communities: 1) local community among
forest owners living in the countryside close to their holdings, 2) absentee owners’ group living in a same city and
3) Internet community for forest owners. These communities are invited and facilitated by the extension
specialists. The first meetings of the communities will be placed on autumn 2015 and they will function at least

two years. The presentation will focus on the selected peer learning models, composition of three communities as
well as atmospheres and feelings of the first meetings.
DENNIS HAZEL
Ten Years of Research to Extension in Bioenergy in North Carolina
In the last ten years, the U.S. has experienced an intense and sustained interest in renewable energy development.
The state of North Carolina has a large forest resource (7.5 million+ ha.) with which to contribute feedstocks to a
bioeconomy. However, prior to 2005 attempts to promote large-scale wood-based energy were specifically
opposed and in some cases blocked by environmental interests concerned with issues including sustainability.
Extension professionals in the North Carolina State University Extension Forestry group developed a strategy of
integrated research and extension to address concerns with research-based extension. During the ten years since
implementing the strategy, a series of research projects have been conducted with university colleagues and
students in the areas of feedstock availability, feedstock processing, feedstock production, forest landowner
impacts, energy information delivery, and environmental sustainability. Research-based information has then
been communicated through workshops, webinars, fact sheets, web sites, and direct engagement with
environmental and legislative interests. Today, North Carolina has a robust and still growing wood energy sector
and has among the nation’s most progressive renewable energy policies, all of which can to some extent be
contributed to this extension-led effort. This presentation will present the evolution of the program and the
impacts.
ANNIE HERMANSEN -BAEZ
Kids in the Woods: Connecting Middle School Students with the Outdoors
A growing body of research is demonstrating the unequivocal link between teaching outdoors and an increased
student motivation to learn. Furthermore, teaching students about their local flora and fauna can foster an
increased awareness and sense of responsibility for their local environment. In response, science delivery and
extension experts from the US Forest Service and the University of Florida initiated a Kids in the Woods program in
2013 with a team of local, state and federal partners. The program engages over 300 6th grade middle school
students each year in place-based outdoor science learning in a nearby urban nature park and on the school
campus. The program research studies examine the interaction between the natural and the built environment
while building a sense of environmental responsibility, specifically focusing on urban tree benefits, creek erosion,
and wildlife behavior. Main program objectives include increased student awareness and connection to the local
environment, student exposure to careers in science and natural resources, and the incorporation of outdoor
learning into existing curriculum. This presentation will describe this educational program and highlight research
results of an associated research study that is examining middle school children’s interest and enthusiasm for
nature and outdoor-based science education.
WILLIAM HUBBARD
From National Planning to Local Adoption: Extension’s Potential Role in Implementing the National Cohesive
Wildland Fire Management Strategy
The National Cohesive Wildland Fire Management Strategy establishes a national vision for wildland fire
management in the United States. The Strategy emphasizes working collaboratively among all stakeholders and
across all landscapes, using best science, to make meaningful progress towards Resilient Landscapes, Fire Adapted
Communities, and Safe & Effective Wildfire Response. In order to meet these goals, Extension, local communities,

and numerous stakeholders will need to work together. In the Southeastern United States, prescribed fire is often
used to reduce wildfire risk through fuel reduction, in addition to maintaining fire-dependent ecosystems such as
longleaf pine. However, more prescribed burning is necessary to meet the needs of the region. Since a majority of
the land in the Southeastern United States is privately owned, it will be imperative for private landowners and the
public to be receptive to and accepting of prescribed burning. Numerous entities have come together to work
towards this goal. Organizations such as the Southern Fire Exchange provide science-based wildland fire
information to fire practitioners. In July 2015, a Summit was held to discuss best practices in communicating with
landowners about prescribed fire. Results of the Summit will be shared, including opportunities for Extension to
play a role in the future.
TEPPO HUJALA
Forest advisors’ capacity-building network: integration of research results and experience-sharing
The institutional framework of the forest advisory system in Finland has recently undergone an overhaul.
Alongside new forest legislation, which grants more freedom for family forest owners to choose between forest
management regimes (i.e. even-aged and continuous cover forestry), forest advisory organizations have been
deregulated to catalyze new market services for forest owners. Meanwhile, the forest biodiversity action
programme METSO places pressures on forest advisors to attract more forest owners to voluntary protection,
contributing to a resilient biodiversity network. As a consequence, the forest advisor’s profession is challenged by
new knowledge requirements, customer orientation and a more interactive working mode. To tackle these
challenges, when training events in lecture halls or computer labs are considered inefficient, a capacity-building
network of forest advisors has been designed to facilitate a smooth uptake of research-based knowledge as well as
experience-based good practices. This presentation i) illustrates how recent survey results (n=502) on Finnish
forest owners’ voluntary conservation attitude patterns are delivered to forest advisors’ online learning platform,
and ii) introduces how peer groups of advisors are empowered to use that information along with their
experiential knowledge in constructing practical service innovations to be tested and refined in their everyday
work with forest owners.
JAMES E. JOHNSON
Extension & Knowledge Exchange in IUFRO: Then and Now
The Extension and Knowledge Exchange (EKE) Working Party in the International Union of Forest Research
Organizations (IUFRO) was created at the 1990 IUFRO World Congress in Montreal, Canada. The first public
activity of the Working Party took place at the 1995 IUFRO World Congress in Tampere, Finland, where the
Working Party hosted two Technical Sessions. The next 20 years saw a great deal of Working Party activity,
through conferences, publications, special projects, and technical sessions at World Congresses. This presentation
will chronicle the history of the Working Party from its inception through to the present day. Content will include
photos from Working Party conferences over the years, as well as insights to some of the successful projects the
Working Party has either sponsored or participated in. These include the development of a Forestry Extension
Branch within the Slovenia Forest Service, Extension trainings in many countries in Eastern Europe and elsewhere,
cross-border collaboration between the USA and Canada, and the development of Best Extension Practices. The
presentation will feature some special remembrances and will honor the leadership of the Working Party over its
25 year history.

JONATHAN KAYS
Extension Role in Public Issues Education: A Wood Energy Policy Case Study
Public issues education (PIE) requires Extension to enter the arena of potential conflict, but it provides Extension a
“path to political support.” The challenge is how to enter this venue of PIE and increase the likelihood of successful
involvement while maintaining our objectivity and research-based focus. Renewable energy development in
Maryland has focused on industry incentives and support for solar, wind, and geothermal technologies Wood
energy development has not been supported due to negative environmental perceptions, poor knowledge of
technological improvements, and a lack of organization of partners needed to garner policy support. Extension
took on the challenge to build capacity for wood energy policy development by taking the role of process expert,
bringing together diverse groups with shared interests. University of Maryland Extension (UME) organized the
Maryland Wood Energy Coalition in April 2010 to overcome the lack of regulation, policy and educational programs
that support or even allowed the use of commercial biomass boilers. Composed of representatives of state
agencies, non-profits, business, and others, the Coalition is committed to increasing the adoption of residential
and commercial advanced wood energy technologies and developing wood markets to supply the developing
industry. Extension guided the process and used educational approaches targeted to policymakers, regulators,
nonprofits, and industry professionals, which included a research-based prospectus, two statewide conferences for
policymakers, tours, workshops, and other efforts. The result has been successful implementation of four major
statewide wood energy policy priorities. This presentation will elaborate how extension filled the role of content
and process expert to implement effective policy education, lessons learned, and may serve as a model for others
involved in PIE.
SUSAN KOCHER
Cooperative Extension in the role of third party monitor-facilitating collaboration between researchers, agencies
and stakeholders
For ten years, the University California Cooperative Extension (UCCE) facilitated for a third party monitoring
experiment known as the Sierra Nevada Adaptive Management Project (http://snamp.cnr.berkeley.edu). The
project involved research by the University of California of the effects of forest fuels reduction treatments
implemented by the US Forest Service in the Sierra Nevada. UC was commissioned to be a neutral science provider
to assess controversial treatments and provide a cross disciplinary management recommendations. For the project
to be successful, forest managers, regulators and scientists had to learn how to work with each other, stakeholders
and communities. UCCE played a pivotal role by facilitating dialog, promoting mutual learning, and fostering
collaboration. We engaged stakeholders through interactive techniques, including science meetings with
researchers, agencies and public; presentations to community groups; field trips; and workshops. Facilitation
workshops used a ‘train-the-trainer’ curriculum on process constraints, framing collaborative projects, meeting
logistics, group dynamics, understanding interactions, dealing with difficult behaviors and reducing conflict. Staff
from federal and state forestry, fire, wildlife and research agencies, local conservation and non-profit organizations
attended and reported that the training was relevant to issues they face. Evaluation shows that SNAMP fostered
learning about forest science and management and improved relationships between stakeholders, agencies and
scientists.

MICHAEL KUHNS
Why Foresters Make Good Extension Urban Forestry Educators
Nearly all extension forestry education, at least in the United States, involves rural-oriented extension educators
conducting programs and developing materials on rural topics aimed at rural clientele. However, urban forestry
should not be overlooked as legitimate and important subject matter for extension foresters. Forestry educators
are at least as well positioned as horticulturists and other non-foresters, and better positioned in many ways, to
educate urban foresters, arborists, landscapers, landscape architects, and other professionals and citizens about
urban trees and urban forests and their care. And it is partly their rural forestry education that makes them good
urban forestry educators. Trees and shrubs are mainly wild plants that have been brought into cultivation with
their genetics intact, but their ecosystems are rarely intact. They must survive in largely constructed assemblages
that do not much resemble their native environments. Forestry students learn about woody plants in their natural
settings and this knowledge can be applied when interpreting plant response to urban stressors and plant
interactions. Here I will cover who urban forestry educators are and their backgrounds, why foresters can do it
well, what subjects need to be addressed, who the important urban forestry audiences are, and how they can be
approached.
SCOTT LEAVENGOOD
How can Extension Professionals More Effectively Integrate Teaching and Research with Extension Duties?
One of the greatest challenges Extension professionals face is related to the many competing demands of
University faculty. Specifically, we must strive to simultaneously address some combination of the ‘3 missions’ of
the university – teaching, research, and extension. Many faculty have so-called ‘split appointments’ whereby a
specific percentage of their time is allocated to each duty. Our experience has shown that, for example in the term
when a faculty member is teaching a for-credit course, their Extension duties are largely on-hold until the end of
the term. And even for faculty whose appointments are designated as 1.0 FTE Extension, there are often scholarly
expectations which are de facto research expectations. In this presentation, we will discuss the experiences of
Extension faculty at Oregon State University associated with the Oregon Wood Innovation Center (OWIC). OWIC is
an Extension Service function at OSU now in its tenth year of operations. We will discuss how our approach
continues to evolve with respect to more effectively integrating extension efforts with applied research for
stakeholders, for-credit teaching duties, and experiential learning for students.
INOUE MARIKO
Content of forest and forestry education in Japanese high schools: analysis based on ministry’s official guidelines
for school teaching
Education about forestry and forests in Japan has various purposes. These include human resource training for the
forestry industry, and general promotion of forestry and wood utilization, environmental education and education
for sustainable development, and outdoor education. School courses related to forestry and forests are currently
held at 28 universities and colleges, 6 junior colleges, and 69 high schools. But specialized education has been
changed and diversified. In vocational high schools, 33 schools have forestry courses (in 2014), the others only
have forestry items. In this study we analyze the educational contents in high schools for forestry courses based on
the ministry’s official guidelines for school teaching in Japan. There are three items: forest science, forest
management, and usage of forest products. These consist of contents on silviculture, forest utilization, mountain
conservation, forest measurement, forest management, forest policies and legislation, distribution, properties and

utilization of wood, timber processing, and non-wood forest products. Additional contents are on the forest
ecosystem and the various functions of forests.
M.A.MAGALOS
Climate Cross-disciplinary Delivery Deluxe: Leveraging Extension & Research Resources in Lean Times
Lean Extension budgets are challenged even more by greater urgency to develop programming about climate
change’s increasingly greater risks to natural resource sustainability. This presentation provides an overview of
how cross-sector and institutional synergies have led to Southern region and national climate program
opportunities. The authors review examples of how they have successfully leveraged, money, time, personnel and
long-standing networks to secure funding to collaboratively publish, extend information and train natural resource
professionals and field extension agents in climate change adaptation in forestry, row crops, coastal zone and
livestock sectors. Proper timing, positioning, can-do spirit and futuring-focus are credited as the keys to success in
creating climate programming impacts in uncertain funding and political times. Long and short-term funding, and
strategic alliances are discussed within the framework of entrepreneurial spirit as the ultimate secrets to enhanced
productivity and product development in today’s competitive outreach environment. A variety of programs and
approaches are reviewed along with plans to evaluate outcomes and impacts. The presentation concludes with
examples of how Extension personnel have been leaders in learning about climate threats and how best to
communicate solutions to often reluctant clientele groups.
SUSAN E. MOORE
Ecosystem impacts of woody biomass harvesting in the Southeastern USA: Delivering research results to
practitioners
The demand for renewable energy is creating pressure to produce energy from various biomass sources, including
wood. Increased harvesting of woody biomass for bioenergy may have impacts on forest ecosystems, including
wildlife habitat. NC State University partnered with the University of Georgia and the Forest Guild on a five-year
integrated research and extension project designed to quantify the ecological and social effects of biomass
harvesting for emerging renewable energy markets. A multi-faceted extension component of this project -including publications, a dedicated website, a webinar series, three face-to-face day indoor workshops with a field
component, and numerous presentations -- delivered research results and management recommendations to field
foresters, landowners, agency personnel and other researchers. Evaluation results from the webinar series and
face-to-face workshops reveal increased interest in and knowledge of woody biomass markets, production and
harvesting. Concerns and feedback expressed via evaluations and conversations with attendees provided direction
for future extension efforts in this area.
CASSANDRA MOSELEY
Supporting Collaborative Forestry through Social and Economic Monitoring
Classic forestry extension in the USA is often conceptualized around providing technical assistance to individual
landowners to help them reach their environmental and economic goals. But, how might we provide proactive
support to local residents when most of the forestland is publicly owned? This presentation uses examples from
eastern Oregon (USA), where well over half of the forests are government owned, to discuss strategies to engage
forest collaboratives—groups of diverse stakeholders – that are seeking to improve ecological resilience and
reduce fire hazard while creating local economic opportunity. We find that, while there are number of types of
assistance that can be helpful, supporting monitoring, especially social and economic monitoring, can effectively

provide collective assistance. By comparing cases, this presentation will discuss strategies to engage groups in
dialogue around monitoring that lead these collaboratives to (1) address areas of conflict and disagreement; (2)
support experimentation; (3) track progress and make midcourse corrections; and (3) celebrate success.
KENJI NAGASAKA
Science-policy interaction with external ally of science in Japanese forest policy process: Case study of the Forest
and Forestry Revitalization Plan
The objective of this study is to analyze scientific knowledge transfer in Japanese forest policy-making. The Forest
and Forestry Revitalization Plan serves as a case study which was authorized by the Japanese cabinet in November,
2010 and still has strong impacts on current Japanese forest policy implementation. Based on the analytical
‘Research-Integration-Utilization (RIU)’ framework of scientific knowledge transfer, this study reveals the
importance of an external ally of science among the main actors of the Revitalization Plan. For instance, forest
scientists of universities and a national forest research institute specializing forest road construction gave sciencebased advices to authorize a new guideline for permanent forest and skidder road construction under leadership
of a consultant who was appointed for the Revitalization Plan by then-vice Prime Minister. Also, this case study
gives a unique example of a policy formulation process lacking science-based policy advice in the stage of agenda
setting but including several science-policy interactions in later stages of alternative specification. The findings of
this case study will contribute to a better understanding of science-policy interactions in general, the role of allies
with powerful actors and the conditions for developing a new science-based forest policy design.
JOHN PINEAU
FPInnovations Ontario Industry Advisor Network – Extension and Knowledge Exchange with Impact
FPInnovations is one of the world’s largest private, non-profit research organizations, and is a catalyst for
transformation in the Canadian forest sector – with focus on Forest Operations, Wood Products, and Pulp, Paper
and Bioproducts. FPInnovations’ Ontario Industry Advisor Network mobilizes the research and extension capacity
of the organization and its partners to effectively meet forest sector needs. The Network brings research results
and technology development directly to industry receptors to implement innovation, encourage investment, and
build employment and business capacity - achieving tangible economic impact in Ontario communities. Four
themes provide focus: 1. Reducing costs by increasing the effectiveness of the supply chain for forest products
companies, developing energy solutions in the harvest and use of biomass, and increasing lumber recovery; 2.
Increasing value by diversifying the solid wood products portfolio, stimulating the manufacture of advanced
building systems to meet demand created by Ontario’s new building codes, and linking businesses in the north and
south through bio-chemicals; 3. Aboriginal forestry capacity developed and enhanced by technical support and
expertise-building within communities 4. Market development – for new or enhanced forest products.
ALEŠ POLJANEC
Empirical guidelines for sustainable use of forest biomass for energy in protected areas
Local production and use of renewable energy (RE) is thought as an important strategy in struggling against global
climate change impacts. In the last decade increasing demands for the use forest biomass for energy in the Alps
have been noticed, mainly because of its current underuse, increasing fuel prices and expected transition to
renewables. However, as an increase in the use of forest biomass for energy could have deleterious impacts on
nature, negative impacts should be minimized and a balance between the forest biomass exploitation and nature
conservation should be attained. This still seems to be a crucial challenge in many energy production and natural

resources management policies. This study presents guidelines for sustainable use of forest biomass for energy in
protected areas based on a Delphi survey of the experts involved in the Recharge.Green project. The experts came
from a broad range of academic fields, including political science, energy, nature conservation, rural development
and economics, and from the entire Alpine space. The proposed guidelines are built on the lessons-learned
statements summarizing the experts’ experiences with the RE production and use, and further consolidated to key
recommendations about the models and methods for planning RE use, involvement of stakeholders, capacity
building and knowledge exchange.
RICHARD B. STANDIFOR D
Linking Research and Extension: California’s Integrated Hardwood Range Management Program
California’s hardwood rangelands cover 4 million hectares, providing an array of public ecosystem services,
including wildlife habitat and biodiversity, aesthetics, recreation, and watershed protection. About 85 percent of
the area is privately owned, and private landowners supply most of these values. The important public values from
these privately owned woodlands created pressure for the state to regulate oak harvest and conversion. Cattle
grazing, firewood harvest and recreational hunting are the dominant economic values of these working
landscapes. Opportunity costs from alternative land uses create conversion pressure to urban and agriculture
developments, threatening the large, extensive landscape. The California State Board of Forestry currently has a
conservation policy relying on intensive extension outreach, coupled with focused applied research. This program,
started in 1986, is known as the Integrated Hardwood Range Management Program (IHRMP), and is a partnership
between the University of California, California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, and California
Department of Fish and Game. The effectiveness of research and education as a tool for conservation of important
environmental resources is discussed on the basis of the 20-year history of the IHRMP.
EVELYN M STOETTNER
Information exchange of members and non-members of an Irish forest producer group
This study addresses the recent establishment of forest producer groups in Ireland. It aims to understand how
members of such producer groups are connected with others by conducting a social network analysis. It
particularly wants to investigate whether the social network around a member of a forest owner group facilitates
more information exchange than the social network of an individual forest owner. To do this, interviews were held
with a sample forest owners who are members of a producer group as well as with those who are not. During
these interviews the forest owners were asked to describe their social networks in detail. They were asked to
identify the persons and organisations involved in the networks and outline the paths that information flows
through them. It is hoped to use the results to help assess whether forest producer groups are an effective way to
spread information in order to reach the intended target - private forest owners.
VINCENT UPTON
Knowledge transfer challenges for new forest owner types
Forestry is widely promoted as a means of increasing the production of timber and fibre and the provision of
ecosystem services, however the delivery of these services requires active management and knowledge. The
delivery of these services presents challenge to extension agents as there are now many new forest owner types
who may not have the motivations or forest knowledge of previous generations. Using Ireland as a case study we
examine the adoption of harvesting practices subsequent to a harvesting extension event and explore future
extension needs of participants. This is of particular relevance as many owners take the easy “do-nothing” option,

thereby failing to maximise the potential of their forests. The results of a retrospective pre-test questionnaire
showed that participants significantly increased their level of knowledge on thinning and many stated their
intentions to carry out management operations. However, in a longitudinal follow-up of participants, only a small
percentage had actually carried out harvesting operations, displaying an intention-action gap. Many felt they
needed further advice on thinning and others revealed that they had forgotten much of what they had learnt at
the event. It is concluded that one-off events, may not be sufficient to ensure technology/practice adoption.
Subsequent targeted follow up may be needed to encourage practice change and build confidence among new
forest owners.
BRAD WITHROW-ROBINSON
Engaging landowners in climate research
The Oregon Season Tracker (OST) program expands the scope and capacity of climate research across rural
landscapes of Oregon by engaging landowners as trained citizen science volunteers and connecting them with the
research community. This is a model for connecting the two large national networks of Extension and the Long
Term Ecological Research program (LTER) through this unique local partnership. We identified precipitation and
plant phenology as two opportunities especially suited for citizen science to contribute to ongoing climate and
ecology research underway at the HJ Andrews Experimental Forest LTER. OST-generated data is managed through
two national citizen science organizations which provide reporting interface and access to their extensive data sets
for use by local and national researchers as well as the public. Just a year into the program, we have trained 145
precipitation and phenology observers in 15 Oregon counties. This presentation will discuss the development of
this multi-organizational, cross-discipline program with an preliminary evaluation of volunteer motivation and
engagement, change in participants’ awareness, knowledge and understanding of weather and climate variability,
and potential impacts on participants’ decision making and management practices on their properties.
KEVIN W. ZOBRIST
Extension and Bioenergy – Keeping it Relevant, Keeping it Real
Extension can serve as a catalyst in the development and success of an emerging bioenergy industry by connecting
and informing feedstock growers, biorefinery developers, policymakers, and other stakeholders. Advanced
Hardwood Biofuels Northwest (AHB) is a program funded by the United States Department of Agriculture to
provide integrated research, education, and Extension in support of developing a hybrid poplar-based biofuel and
bioproduct industry in the Pacific Northwest. For the past four years, the AHB Extension Team has surveyed key
outreach audiences, including growers and fellow Extension professionals, in terms of their interest in and
perceptions of growing poplar as an energy crop. Our results suggest that many of these key stakeholders are wary
of, skeptical of, and have low interest in bioenergy crops. This has been exacerbated by falling fossil fuel prices that
have made it difficult for bio-based fuels and chemicals to be economically competitive in the short term. In this
presentation, we discuss key lessons learned from our research, ways that bioenergy Extension programs can
remain relevant in the face of volatile energy markets and policies, and the importance of Extension being both
objective and realistic, even if it deters adoption of bioenergy crops.
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JONATHAN KAYS
Extension’s Role in Educating Local Government Officials
Local government officials in all countries have the challenge of addressing critical natural resource issues and
emerging needs for their citizens, especially in the age of increasing regulation from state and national entities.
The lack of access to educational opportunities to better understand the problems and potential solutions in their
region is common. In many cases, different jurisdictions are taking different approaches and finding unique
solutions, but the lack of a regional forum through which they can share with each other limits the opportunity for
learning from each other. Many local government officials are part-time, or change with the election cycle, which
necessitates an ongoing educational effort that is credible and targeted to the local government officials. The
University of Maryland created the Western Maryland Local Government Exchange program in 2007 for the five
western Maryland counties to provide an annual forum guided by a steering committee of local government
officials. The program is offered each year to local government officials, attended by an average of 70 participants
(a large percentage are planners), and exit surveys document its success and impact. As a result of the success the
three other regions of the state have organized similar programs in the last few years based on this model.
Extension helps to organize the event with the steering committee providing topic input. Extension is seen as a
credible and capable partner in this public issue education venue and the model is one that can be used by other
extension organizations in the US and abroad. The presentation will provide more details and the results of a
follow-up survey of past participants to be completed in summer 2015.
BRAD WITHROW-ROBINSON
Connecting Underserved Audiences with the Great Outdoors
Connecting youth and families to the outdoors is the focus of Get Outdoors Day, a day-long educational outreach
event in the mid-Willamette Valley, Oregon. It is a partnership of Oregon State University Extension and the
Oregon State University College Forests with the goal of engaging underserved communities and first time visitors.
This event is designed to address the “outdoor deficit” prevalent in today’s society and provide an introduction to
forest recreation. At Get Outdoors Day, families are introduced to outdoor activities at the College Forest in a safe
and fun environment. The event is a mix of physical activities (hiking and exercise challenges), outdoor skills
(camping and fishing) and hands-on educational activities, (tree and plant id, logging sports, geocaching),
provided by up to 25 cooperating agencies, non- profits and recreational organizations. Community involvement
has been high both years of the program. In 2014, over 700 people participated. Evaluation results showed a high
level of minority participation, first time visitors to the College Forest, and a high level of intent to return to the
College Forest and or other sites for recreation in the next year.

Participant biographies
Teresa Baiges is a Forest Engineer, Msc in Agroforestry working for the Forest Ownership Centre in Catalonia (NE
Spain), a public body promoting sustainable forest management of private forests. She is currently leading the
knowledge transfer Unit and is involved in different European projects related to forests, NWFP and PES, forests
and water and climate change. She is also policy advisor for the ARCMED federation of forest owners’ Associations
of the European Mediterranean Arch.
Robert E. Bardon, PhD Professor and Associate Dean, NC State University, College of Natural Resources Over the
past 19 years Dr Bardon has been providing educational programs on behalf of Extension Forestry at NC State
University in forestry. His current focus includes working lands conservation and distance learning technology in
Extension program delivery. He is a member of the North Carolina State University Academy of Outstanding
Faculty Engaged in Extension.
Janean H. Creighton is an Associate Professor in the College of Forestry at Oregon State University. She is
currently the administrative director for the Northwest Fire Science Consortium, and Extension Specialist in human
dimensions and natural resources. Her research interests include intergenerational land transfer of family forest
lands, effective communication of climate science to landowners, and ways to increase the information delivery
and technology transfer capabilities of fuels and fire research to managers and practitioners. Prior to coming to
Oregon State University, Janean was Assistant Professor of Human Dimensions and Natural Resources at the
College of Forest Resources at University of Arkansas, Monticello, and Regional Extension Specialist in Forests and
Natural Resources and Wildlife Extension Coordinator for Washington State University. Dr. Creighton received her
M.S. in Wildlife Biology and her Ph.D. in Environment and Natural Resources, both from Washington State
University.
Tamara Cushing is the Starker Chair of Private and Family Forestry at Oregon State University and an Extension
Specialist in forest business. Her research focuses on issues affecting private forest owners with an emphasis on
tax issues and succession planning. Tammy received her M.S. in forest economics and a Master of Taxation from
Mississippi State University and her PhD in forest finance from the University of Georgia.
Nuala Ni Fhlatharta is the Head of the Forestry Development Department in Teagasc. She manages a team of
forestry advisers and researchers providing support primarily to the farm forestry sector in Ireland. Extension
activities are focussed on the expansion of the forestry resource and optimising the use of the existing afforested
land. Nuala is a Forestry Graduate from UCD, Dublin and has a Ph.D. in Forestry (biomass production from poplar
and willow). She also has a Masters in Rural Development from NUIG, Galway.
Dianna Fisher is the Director of Open Oregon State – a collaborative unit at OSU charged with bringing Open
Educational Resources (OER) to those who can benefit. Current projects include open/free textbooks and other
digital materials along with free courses that are open to learners anywhere in the world. Dianna is a second year
PhD student in the department of Forest Ecosystems & Society, College of Forestry at OSU. Her research interests
include Citizen Science, Community Engagement, recreation on public lands, and creatively making the university’s
research available to those who can use it. Dianna holds BA in History and and an MA in Anthropology.
Stephen Fitzgerald is an Extension Silviculture & Fire Specialist with the Oregon State University Extension Service.
He is also Director of the College of Forestry Research Forests, which encompasses nearly 15,000 acres (6,100 ha).
In his Extension appointment, Fitzgerald conducts extensive educational programming in silviculture systems and
methods, wildland fire ecology, fuel reduction, and post-fire recovery. Fitzgerald conducts silvicultural research in

the dry and wet forest types of Oregon. He currently holds the rank of Professor in the Department of Forest
Engineering, Resources, and Management in the College of Forestry. Fitzgerald is stationed at OSU in Corvallis,
Oregon. Fitzgerald has been with OSU for over 31 years.
Katri Hamunen is a researcher in natural Resources Institute in Finland. She is currently working on a project pilot
testing forest owners’ peer learning networks. Karti completed her doctoral thesis on family forest owners’ social
networks in 2013. She has a 1 ½ year old daughter. In addition to caring for her daughter she enjoys sports and
backpacking.
Dennis Hazel is an Extension Specialist and Associate Professor in the Department of Forestry and Environmental
Resources at North Carolina State University. His current areas of responsibility include technology and policy
development for woody-biomass based renewable energy, environmental sustainability of harvesting biomass
energy feedstocks, and conducting supply studies for bioenergy projects and forest industry. His degrees are in
wildlife biology and forestry. Much of his current work is focused on the potential of fast-grown trees species for
site remediation and production of energy feedstocks.
Annie Hermansen-Báez is the Science Delivery/Kids in the Woods Coordinator for the USDA Forest Service’s
Center for Urban and Interface Forestry (part of the Southern Research Station SRS-4952 Integrating Human and
Natural Systems research work unit), located in Gainesville, FL, a position she has held since 2002. Her work
focuses on directing a region wide science delivery program that develops and delivers information to increase our
understanding of the interactions between natural and human systems in urban and urbanizing landscapes,
covering topics such as children and nature, human health and nature connection, outdoor learning, ecosystem
services, climate change, and more. She also leads Kids in the Woods and green schools programs at middle and
elementary schools. Annie holds a B.A. in Biology from the University of California, Santa Cruz and an M.S. in Forest
Resources and Conservation from the University of Florida. Annie also worked in Paraguay as a Peace Corps
Agroforestry Extension Volunteer from 1992-1995.
William Hubbard is the Southern Regional Extension Forester based at the University of Georgia in Athens,
Georgia, USA. He facilitates regional Extension and university outreach for the 13 southern land-grant universities
and the USDA Forest Service. He serves state forestry agencies and others within the southern forestry community
in a variety of capacities. In the past, Dr. Hubbard was a state Extension Forester and Forest Management
Instructor at the University of Florida from 1987-1993. He has been in his current position for 22 years. He
received a B.S. in Forest Management from the University of Florida in 1985, an M.S. in Forest Economics from the
University of Florida in 1987 and a PhD in Adult Education and Program Evaluation at the University of Georgia in
2010. Dr. Hubbard has been a Principal Investigator on over $5 million in federal grants and contracts related to
bioenergy, climate change, forest restoration, new technologies and Extension and outreach programs. He has
published on several of these topics including authoring a book chapter on Wood Bioenergy for “Bioenergy:
Biomass to Biofuels” (2015) textbook and co-authoring several climate change publications. More information on
Dr. Hubbard’s projects can be found at http://www.sref.info
Teppo Hujala (born 1976) is a researcher in Natural Resources Institute Finland, belonging to the team Service
Industry and Consumers. He is a docent (adjunct professor) of interactive forest planning, having done research on
family forest owners' decision making, participatory planning, problem structuring, and forest advisory services.
His current research interests include the role renewal of forest advisors, ways and means to facilitate peer-topeer learning among land owners, information and communication services to foster profitable forestry, and novel
public-private mechanisms to safeguard recreational values in private forests. Teppo received his M.Sc. in forest

mensuration and management and his D.Sc. in forest resource science and technology, both from the University of
Helsinki, Finland.
Mariko Inoue is an expert on "Forest Education" include forestry education, environmental education or ESD, and
outdoor education in Japan. Mariko has published a book on "Forest Education" (written in Japanese), and has
taught forestry in vocational high school. Current research is in curriculum and contents of forest education.
James E. Johnson is Professor of Forestry and Senior Associate Dean for Outreach and Extension in the College of
Forestry at Oregon State University, a position he has held for the past 8 years. He also directs the Forestry &
Natural Resources Extension Program within the Oregon Extension Service. Previously he served in a similar
position at Virginia Tech for 18 years. He has conducted research in silviculture, forest soils, and private forest land
management. Johnson is a past Coordinator for the IUFRO Extension Working Party and past Deputy Coordinator
for Division 6 of IUFRO. He holds a B.S. degree in Forest Watershed Management from Colorado State University,
an M.S. in Forestry from the University of Maine, and a Ph.D. in Forestry from Virginia Tech.
Jonathan Kays is a State Extension Specialist for Natural Resource with the University of Maryland Extension. He
has been stationed at the Western Maryland Research and Education Center near Hagerstown, Maryland since
1988. He has responsibility for development and implementation of the Woodland Stewardship Program, which
includes extension programs in the following areas: forest stewardship, woodland owner volunteer training, wood
energy, GPS training, wildlife damage management, alternative income opportunities utilizing natural resources,
and the use of biosolids to grow forest trees on gravel spoils. He has a M.S. Degree in Forestry from Virginia Tech,
and a B.S. Degree in Natural Resource Management from Cook College, Rutgers University. His varied background
includes county forester, research assistant, High School Earth Science teacher, and forestry technician.
Susie Kocher is a Forestry/Natural Resources Advisor for the University of California Cooperative Extension, in
South Lake Tahoe, California. She serves four counties in the central Sierra Nevada. She has worked for UCCE since
1996 doing outreach, education and applied research in natural resources including forestry, wildfire, and water
quality. She holds a Master of Science degree in Forest Management from the University of Washington and a
Bachelor of Arts in Anthropology (Honors) from the University of Iowa. She is a California Registered Professional
Forester.
Mike Kuhns is the Extension Forestry Specialist and the Head of the Wildland Resources Department in the College
of Natural Resources at Utah State University, where he has been for 24 years. Most of his Extension programming
involves urban forestry and arboriculture and landscaping to reduce fire hazard in the wildland-urban interface. He
also conducts applied research, usually on how people learn and how they prefer to learn about natural resources
related subjects. He received his BS in Forestry and MS in forest ecology from the University of Missouri and his
PhD in tree physiology from Auburn University. He also has worked as a forester on the Rio Grande and Medicine
Bow National Forests, and was Extension Forester at the University of Nebraska before he came to Utah.
Scott Leavengood is director of the Oregon Wood Innovation Center at Oregon State University. The center is a
joint initiative of OSU’s College of Forestry and the OSU Extension Service. Scott began his career with OSU in 1994
as a Wood Products Extension Agent located in southern Oregon. He moved to the Corvallis campus in 2006 when
the Wood Innovation Center was established. His job duties include coordinating the outreach activities of the
department of Wood Science & Engineering at OSU, providing technical assistance to wood products firms, and
assisting entrepreneurs. Scott has a B.S. in Wood Science & Technology from Colorado State University, M.S. from
Oregon State University, and a Ph.D. in Engineering & Technology Management from Portland State University.

Mark Magalos has 34 forestry experience as a professional forester/educator. His work has included extension
specialist, Forest Stewardship and Legacy coordinator, outreach associate and area forestry agent. Mark’s
responsibilities cover forest management, reforestation, carbon offsets, taxation, conservation opportunities and
climate adaptation strategies in forests. Mark has a B.S. Natural Resource Management/Forestry from Rutgers
University, am M.S. in Forest Science and a Ph.D in Forestry, both from North Carolina State University. Mark is a
woodworker, composter, canoeist, gardener, and suburban nutrient/ rainwater recycler.
Susan E. Moore is Extension Associate Professor and Director of the Forestry & Environmental Outreach Program
in the Department of Forestry and Environmental Resources at NC State University (since 2000). Her
responsibilities include providing continuing education for natural resource professionals and directing a natural
resources conference planning program. Current projects include providing leadership for the Climate, Forests and
Woodlands Community of Practice; implementing a Working Lands Conservation extension program for NC
landowners, and environmental education in climate literacy for NC middle school teachers and students. Prior to
her work at NC State, Susan worked in forestry consulting and as the Forested Wetlands Extension Specialist at
University of Florida. She has a BS from Rochester Institute of Technology, an MBA from Duke and a PhD from NC
State University.
Cassandra Moseley is a Research Professor and Associate Vice President of Research at University of Oregon (UO).
She directs the Ecosystem Workforce Program and the Institute for a Sustainable Environment at UO. At EWP, she
has developed applied research and policy education programs focusing on community-based forestry, federal
forest management, and sustainable rural development. She currently chairs the USDA Forestry Research Advisory
Council, which provides advice to the Secretary of Agriculture about forestry research priorities. She testified
before Congress about rural green jobs, rural development, and the working conditions of forest workers as well as
participated in dozens of briefings and presentations to congressional and presidential administration officials,
including the White House Economic Council, Regional Development Cluster. She is member of the board of the
Rural Voices for Conservation Coalition, and a former board member of the Flintridge Foundation and the
Applegate Partnership as well as recent past associate editor for policy of the Journal of Forestry. Prior to joining
UO in 2001, she was an assistant professor of political science at the University of Florida. She received her M.A.,
M. Phil, and Ph.D. from Yale University in political science, and her B.A. in mathematics and government from
Cornell University.
Kenji Nagasaka is Ph.D. candidate of Chair Group of Forest- and Nature Conservation Policy at Georg-AugustUniversität Göttingen, Germany. His current Ph.D. topic is ‘Scientific Knowledge Transfer in Forest Policy Process –
Comparative Case Studies between Japan and Sweden’. He earned a master degree of Agricultural Economics from
Kyoto University and also an Erasmus Mundus master degree of Sustainable Forest and Nature Management
(SUFONAMA) from Georg-August-Universität Göttingen and Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences, Alnarp.
He had worked in two small companies that operate Farmer’s markets in Japan as a marketing and financial
specialist. In addition, he had had a position in corporate development division at Yamaha Motor Powered
Products Co., ltd., an affiliate company of Yamaha Motor Corporation. He got Prize for Excellent Student Academic
Paper from the Japanese Forest Economic Society by his work ‘Comparative Economic Value Estimation of
Matsutake Mushroom and Timber Production in Swedish Scots Pine Forest’ in 2014.
John Pineau is currently the Provincial Leader Ontario for FPInnovations, a Canadian non-profit forest sector
research and development organization with over 500 employees. Prior to this he served as the Executive Director
of the Canadian Institute of Forestry – Institut forestier du Canada from 2006 to 2014. John also worked as a fulltime consultant to the Forestry Research Partnership and Tembec as Forest Science Extension Manager from 2000
to 2006, and with the Lake Abitibi Model Forest on a variety of projects including five years as Chair of their

Education and Public Awareness committee. During the early part of his career, John worked for the Ontario
Ministry of Natural Resources from 1979 to 1994 in a variety of locations and capacities including as a Tree Planter
and Foreman, Forest Fire Fighter, Park Naturalist, Integrated Resource Management Technician, Planner,
Communications Officer, and G.I.S. Specialist. He was employed by Millar Western Forest Products Ltd. in Alberta
as G.I.S. Manager and Biologist from 1994-2000. John has a degree in Biology from Trent University and a diploma
in GIS Application Development from Fleming College. He currently serves on the Board of Directors of the
Canadian Ecology Centre and the Canadian Ecology Centre Foundation, the Friends of the Petawawa Research
Forest, and the Canadian Forestry Association. He was a member of the Board of Trustees of the charity Forests
without Borders from 2011 to 2013. John was recently appointed to the Board of the Algonquin Forestry Authority
by the Premier of Ontario. In his spare time John is an enthusiastic wilderness canoeist who also enjoys golf. He is
a musician, playing guitar and singing Canadian folks songs - especially around campfires. He was a Junior Forest
Warden Leader and led both Cub and Scout troops during the past 30 years. John lives near Mattawa, Ontario. He
is married, and he and his wife Elizabeth have three adult daughters, and a grandson.
Aleš Poljanec is assistant and researcher at the Department of Forestry and Renewable Forest Resources,
Biotechnical Faculty, University of Ljubljana and senior advisor for forest management planning at Slovenia Forest
Service. His research interests include mountain forest management, forest stand dynamics, growth and yield,
forest planning and management, nature conservation and ecosystem services. His work at Slovenia Forest Service
is connected to integration of research results into forest management practice and to communicate the
potentials, conflicts, management practices, and eventual synergies between the use of forest resources and the
preservation of ecosystem functions, as well as nature conservation within forest practitioners and other
stakeholders. Aleš received his M.S. and Ph.D. in Forestry both from University of Ljubljana.
Richard B. Standiford has served as a Cooperative Extension Specialist in Forest Management at the University of
California, Berkeley, since 1980. Has also served as Associate Dean for Forestry at UC Berkeley’s College of Natural
Resources (1998-2004), and as Associate Vice President and Acting Vice President (2005-2009) for the University of
California systemwide Division of Agriculture and Natural Resources, with leadership of the Agricultural
Experiment Station and Cooperative Extension. Has a BS in forestry from North Carolina State Unversity, an MS in
silviculture from UC Berkeley, and a PhD in Agricultural Economics from UC Davis. Research and extension
programs are focused on sustainable management practices for forest and woodland owners in California.
Evelyn Stoettner graduated 2013 from the University of Vienna, Austria with a degree in Anthropology. She is
particularly interested in human ecology. Evelyn joined the SIMWOOD project which is concerned with wood
mobilisation across Europe in 2015. She is undertaking research in understanding forest owners' behaviour with
respect to wood mobilisation in Ireland where she is applying her knowledge of anthropology to the topic.
Vincent Upton is currently a researcher at the Geography Department of NUI Galway. He has previously worked in
Teagasc, the Irish Agriculture and Food Development Authority, and University College Dublin and has been a
visiting researcher in Sweden and the USA. Vincent’s research focuses on social and economic issues in forestry
including non-market valuation using stated and revealed preference methods, landowner attitudes towards
afforestation and forest management, and land use change modelling. He holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Agricultural
Science and a PhD in Environmental Economics from University College Dublin.
Brad Withrow-Robinson is an Associate Professor in the College of Forestry at Oregon State University. He is also
the Forestry and Natural Resources Extension agent serving a three County area in western Oregon. Brad serves a
diverse audience of family forest landowners, forestry professionals, farmers, conservation groups and others with
the objective of helping people discover, understand and apply relevant information in setting goas and taking care

of their forestlands. Some recent topics of interest include citizen science, climate change communications,
riparian forest restoration and succession planning for family forest landowners. He has degrees in agriculture and
forestry with teaching and research experience in Latin America and Asia.
Kevin W. Zobrist is an associate professor with Washington State University. He coordinates the Extension Forestry
and Extension Biofuel programs in northwest Washington State, USA, which includes the greater Seattle area.
Kevin has two forestry degrees from the University of Washington. His top research interests are ecology, native
trees, woody biofuels, and using technology in forestry education.
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