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Talking Timber 2016

Felling Licences
• All tree felling is regulated by the Forestry Act 1946. This

Act will be replaced later this year

• In general all tree felling requires a felling licence with few
exceptions e.g. trees within 100 feet of building don’t
require a licence

• A general felling licence is required for all forests where
tree felling takes place. This applies to thinning and
clearfelling.

• The felling licence application form must detail the where
felling is taking place and what species are proposed for
restocking

• Licenses are generally issued for between 2 and 5 years

• Details of the felling licence application process and forms
are available on the Departments website

Number of Private Felling
Licences Received 2015 • Grant rate €40/m

• Density up to 20 metres / ha grant aided based on
areas ready for harvesting within the next 5 years.

• Broadleaves are eligible when they reach 6m tall.

• e.g. 25 ha Spruce forest planted in 1995 would eligible
for a grant aided road up to 500 metres, T&C apply.

• Entire forest area can be included when calculating the
length for grant aid if >50% of area is ready for
harvesting

• Special construction works (50% of cost up to a max of
€5,000)

• Support for connecting to existing forest road networks

• Forest entrances which are 2m below the proposed
forest road

• Forest Road Scheme now paid in one single payment.

Forest Road Scheme

All grant and non –granted aided forest
roads require approval prior to
construction (Regulation SI-2010)

Thinning and Tending
Scheme

• Fixed Grant €750 /ha

• Provide grant aid for the tending and thinning of young
grant aided broadleaved plantations

• Trees must have reached the required height suitable for
tending and thinning e.g. 7 – 15 metres height

• Tending and thinning operations are described in the
Scheme documents e.g. Intensity, number of final crop
trees

• Approval required in advance

Windblow Reconstitution Scheme

•A maximum grant of €1,700
per hectare up to a total of 10
hectares will be made
available under the Scheme to
those private forest owners
meeting the eligibility

•Forest owners of conifer
forests planted after the 1st
December 1989 will be
eligible to apply and those
with broadleaves planted after
the 1st December 1983 can
apply
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Recent Forest Health Challenges

•Phytopthora ramorum
Mainly associated with larch.

•Chalara Ash Dieback disease
Ash very significant tree in
Irish context.

•Huge all-island effort
currently underway to control
both diseases

Chalara

Current Developments

•Land availability

•Timber mobilisation

•Private sector certification

•Forest health

•Environmental compliance

•Improve customer service

Forestry Act 2014

To make further and better provision in
relation to forestry, to provide for the
development and promotion of forestry in a
manner that maximises the economic,
environmental and social value of forests
within the principles of sustainable forest
management.

Commencement before the end of 2016.

Forestry Act 2014 vs Forestry Act 1946

• A single licence process for felling.

• Increases the list of exempted trees to allow felling without a
licence.

• Allows for felling licences for up to 10 years in duration with the
option to apply for a further 5 year extension.

• Introduces timelines of 4 months to process licence applications.

• Site notice

• Introduces tougher penalties for illegal felling of trees aimed at
maintaining the area of existing forest and help prevent future
deforestation.

Thank you


