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Control of disease in two 

strawberry production systems 

ÂPrimary interest in grey-mould of fruit          
(Botrytis cinerea) 

ÂUsing outdoor and protected (polytunnel) fruit 

ÂMain goal to reduce chemical usage 

ÂHow, 

ÉDecision support systems 

ÉModified films 

ÉBiological control agents 



Disease control in strawberry 

ÂTypically use chemical fungicides 

ÂConsumer sensitivity to residues 

ÂPossible bulid up of tolerance in pathogen 

ÉNeed to address this situation 

ÂReduce/remove fungicide usage 

ÂAlternatives to be found 

ÉBiological control agents 



Biological control agents (BCAs) 

ÂUse of organism(s) to control pest/disease 

ÂSeveral commercial BCAs 

 

 

 

 

Can these commercial formulations work 

under Irish conditions? 



Trial I: Evaluation of commercial BCAs in 

protected strawberry 

ÂTrial in Teagasc, Clonroche 2003 

ÂUsed cv. Elsanta (13 mm crowns) 

ÂPlanted in modules (10 plants per bag) 

ÂSprayed all plants with Botrytis spores 

ÂApplied five BCAs 

ÂRovral (chemical control) 

ÂTwo harvests ~ fruit yield & diseased fruit 


