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AFC  Growth Grass Dry Matter % 

789 kg DM/ha   7kg DM/Ha 14.6% (1200 Kg/DM/Ha) 

Why use Protected UREA in 2021? 

Protected Urea has lower nitrous oxide (N2O) emissions compared to CAN 
& lower ammonia (NH3) losses compared to urea. Never has pressure for 
agriculture to reduce these losses been greater and protected urea is a 
practical cost effective solution. Teagasc research demonstrates that pro-
tected urea consistently and reliably produces top yields 
under spring, summer and Autumn growing conditions.  

Protected Urea can be applied in the form of straight Ni-
trogen,  Nitrogen + S, Nitrogen + K + S. 

Make Protected UREA your nitrogen fertiliser of 
choice in 2021. 

 

Time to look at your Soil Fertility in preparation for 2021 

Soil sampling is the most important factor when it comes to managing soil fertility on Irish 
farms. Soil sampling results give us accurate information on our soil nutrient status and 
give us a good basis to work off when it comes to tailoring our lime, slurry and chemical 
fertiliser application. December/ early January is a great time to take soil samples before 
any chemical fertiliser/ slurry is applied on farms.  

The results of a soil analysis are only as good as the sample on which it is based. To give 
reliable advice, a soil sample must be representative of the area sampled. 

Here are a few tips in taking good quality soil samples-: 

1) Ensure you have a suitable soil corer 

2) Ensure soil cores are taken to the correct sampling depth of 100 mm (4”) 

3) Take a soil sample every 2 to 4 ha. (5-10 acres) 

4) Take a representative soil sample by walking in a W shaped pattern 
across the sampling area. 

5) Avoid any unusual spots such as old fences, ditches, drinking 
troughs, dung or urine patches or where fertiliser / manures or lime 
has been heaped or spilled in the past. 

6) Take a minimum of 20 soil cores, mix them together, and take a 
representative sub-sample for analysis, making sure the soil sample 
box is full. 

7) Enter soil sample results into PastureBase Ireland in the “Soil Test 
Results” section and tailor your fertiliser application in 2021 to what 
the paddock requires based on the soil analysis. 

Grass10 Grazing Course Testimonials 

Willie Fox, Sheep farmer from Co. Meath and 
Seamus Dolan, dairy farmer from Co. Cavan 
discuss why they joined a Grass10 grazing 
course, what they have learned from it and 
why they would recommend it to a farmer who 
is looking to improve his/her grassland man-
agement in the two videos.  

 https://bit.ly/G10WFox  

 https://bit.ly/G10SDolan  

Consistent 
yields and cost 
effective N 

https://bit.ly/G10WFox
https://bit.ly/G10SDolan
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Do you want to improve your grassland management in 2021? 

If you would like to join a Grass10 Grazing course in 2021 and join 
a group of like minded farmers looking to make grassland manage-
ment improvements, click here to register your interest and the 
Grass10 team will get back to you with suitable courses in your 
area for 2021.  www.teagasc.ie/grazingcourses  

Achieving Grazing Excellence in 2021 Webinar Summary 

We would like to thank everyone who tuned in to our “Achieving Grazing Excel-
lence in 2021” webinar last Wednesday 9th December. We are delighted with 
the positive feedback and we hope everyone learned something on the night. A 
particular thank you to dairy farmer Jim White who played a stormer on the 
night! For those of you who missed the webinar and want to watch 
the recording back, please click on the following link. https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=RMbEbAtKCOo 

Summary 

On the night, Micheal O Leary from PastureBase Ireland gave us an 
update on the grass grown and numbers of covers recorded in 2020. 
Dairy farmers that completed over 30 walks have grown 13.4T DM/Ha 
in 2020 and Beef and Sheep farmers  with over 20 walks completed 
have grown 10T DM/Ha and 11.1T DM/Ha respectively. 

We looked at the Annual Tonnage Report, Farm Cover Report, Farm 
Summary Report and the Grass Report to analyse Jim White’s Pas-
tureBase data. We discussed the fundamentals of his grass based sys-
tem where he particularly focuses on walking his farm 40+ times per 
year, building his farm cover to 1200kg DM/Ha AFC in Autumn, grazing 
grass into late November while not reducing his Spring target AFC of 
1100 Kg DM/Ha on the 1st February. Jim puts particular focus on the 
Spring/Autumn planners & Grass Budget to stay on track, along with 
good grazing infrastructure. 

The main focus of the event was to help farmers to understand and 
capitalise on the numerous reports on PastureBase so the next few 
quiet weeks are an ideal time to sit down and review your Pasture-
Base reports and identify a few areas for you to improve your grass-
land management in 2021.  

Thank you to all our readers in 2020 

The Grass10 team would like to wish all 
our readers a Happy Christmas and con-
tinued success with your grassland man-
agement for 2021. The Grass10 Newslet-
ter will be back on Tuesday 5th January.  

Need help understanding your PastureBase 
reports? 

The PastureBase and Grass10 team are availa-
ble to go through reports with discussion groups 
and advisors throughout January.  

Email support@pbi.ie to register your interest. 

http://www.teagasc.ie/grazingcourses
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RMbEbAtKCOo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RMbEbAtKCOo

