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 WHAT IS INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY? 
 
Intellectual Property (IP) is any intangible asset consisting of 

human knowledge and ideas that has commercial value. It allows 

the outputs of research work to be owned in the same manner as 

physical property and protects it from infringement or copying.  

IP can be bought and sold like any form of property, and can 

also be rented out by the process of licensing, resulting in 

significant commercial and financial benefits for individuals, 

research groups and the organisation employing them.   

 

There are two important general definitions of Intellectual Property that researchers working in 

third level institutes and public research organisations need to be aware of: 

- Foreground IP refers to all intellectual property that is generated in the course of a specific 

research project and includes all results, data and material produced. 

- Background IP describes any information created outside of a specific project such as results 

produced previously by the research workers on an earlier project or generated concurrently 

but outside of the scope of the project concerned.   

 

The most common types of intellectual property arising from meat research are:   

 Patents provide inventors and owners with the exclusive right for a limited period of time to 

prevent anyone else from making, using or selling the invention (except with the consent of 

the patentee). Patentable research outputs may include machines, articles of manufacture 

(devices), compositions of matter (materials), processes (methods), and improvements of any 

of these, provided they are novel, contain an inventive step and have an industrial 

application.  Generally a patent lasts for 20 years from the date of filing the application; 

however Ireland also offers a "short-term" patent, valid for a maximum of ten years. 

 

 Copyright gives the author/creator exclusive rights to their original work.  They have the 

exclusive right to prohibit or authorise others to copy, perform, adapt or make the work 

available to the public through broadcasting or recordings.  Copyright is generally applied to 

original literary, dramatic, musical or artistic works, sound and visual broadcasts, computer 

programmes, original databases or the typographical arrangement of published additions.  

Copyright law does not cover ideas and information themselves, only the form or manner in 

which they are expressed. 
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 Confidential information or know-how is a broad term used to cover information not 

generally known or reasonably ascertainable, by which the owner can obtain an advantage 

over competitors.  An owner must show that the confidential information has been maintained 

in a way that reasonably anticipates preventing others from learning about it. It may refer to a 

formula, practice, process, design, instrument, pattern, or compilation of information and 

unlike patents and trademarks there is no way of registering ownership with a government 

agency.  

 

 Subject Matter Protection First Owner Term 

Patents 

(utility) 

New technical 

concepts, innovations 

capable of industrial 

application 

File for patent 

at patent office  

 

Applicant i.e. 

researcher or 

their employer 

if the discovery 

is made in 

course of 

employment 

10-20yrs from 

date of 

application 

Copyright Literary or artistic 

materials, music, 

software, text, graphics, 

data compilations 

Automatic right 

 

Author/maker 

or employer 

when made in 

course of 

employment 

 

Author’s life + 

70 yrs 

 

Confidential 

information/ 

Know-how       

 

Any sensitive technical 

or commercial 

information not covered 

by other forms of IP 

Keep it 

confidential 

 

- - 
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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY POLICY 
 
The Intellectual Property Unit at the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment, is 

responsible for the development of intellectual property policy in Ireland.  The unit’s main role is to 

draft legislation that reflects developments in IP practice and the obligations imposed on us 

through EU and international agreements. A comprehensive list of Irish and EU Intellectual 

Property legislation can be found at the Department’s website 

(http://www.entemp.ie/science/ipr/legislation.htm). 

 

In terms of Intellectual Property Management, there are three important sets of state guidelines 

that meat researchers should be aware of: 

 

1. The National Code of Practice for Management of Intellectual 

Property (IP) from Publicly Funded Research, ICSTI, April 2004 

2. The National Code of Practice for Managing Intellectual Property 

from Public-Private Collaborative Research, ASC,  November 2005 

3. The Funding Agency Requirements & Guidelines For Managing 

Research-Generated Intellectual Property, ASC,  February 2006 
ICSTI = Irish Council for Science Technology and Innovation  

ASC = Advisory Science Council (successor to ICSTI) 

 

These guidelines can be requested from the Advisory Science Council or are available to 

download from the website www.sciencecouncil.ie.   
 

Most importantly, researchers must familiarise themselves with the Intellectual Property Policy of 

the research establishment they are employed by.  Each public research organisation in Ireland 

has its own policy relating to IP management which will cover issues such as ownership, 

disclosure, marketing, commercialisation and licensing of patents, distribution of income, and the 

rights and obligations of the researchers and the institution.  In general, the research 

establishment will claim the IP rights to inventions made by meat researchers as part of their 

employment duties (unless it states specifically otherwise in the IP Policy or employment 

contract). However, as a legally recognised inventor, researchers can benefit financially from any 

revenues generated from the invention if their employees’ policy is to share such rewards.  This 

might include sharing of the revenues received, or a single payment in recognition of the 

contribution.   
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Much of the work undertaken by meat researchers nowadays is supported from external funds.  

These include government departments, the European Commission, state agencies and private 

companies. External sponsors will have their own policies concerning ownership and 

management of intellectual property arising from their programmes.  The rules will generally form 

an integral part of any grant offer or contract, and it is important that researchers associated with 

sponsored projects are aware of the specific rules, and consult with their technology transfer 

office or IP staff before signing any contracts. 

 

 

MANAGEMENT OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 
 

IP AWARENESS 
IP awareness ensures that researchers are able to identify, protect and commercialise any 

intellectual property arising from their research work whilst avoiding infringement or inappropriate 

use of IP generated by others.   

 

At the beginning of any research project or programme, particularly at the proposal writing stage, 

meat researchers must be aware of the terms and conditions that will be applied to any 

intellectual property generated.  It is important to consider how important this intellectual property 

will be to any future or associated research projects, and how restricted access could affect future 

work or potential commercial development.  Research contract documents are legal documents 

and it is important for researchers to understand their rights and obligations under them, 

particularly when collaborating with other organisations.  Consultation with the Technology 

Transfer Office or Intellectual Property Officer is advisable before any project agreements are 

signed, or grants accepted, ensuring that the best interests of both the researcher and their 

employer are served.  It is also important for researchers to be aware of the highest existing level 

of expertise and knowledge in the area, to ascertain if there is likely to be protectable IP arising 

from the research.   Searching patent databases (Appendix 1)  

and published literature can ensure that ideas generated 

within a research project are new and that findings are not 

disclosed prematurely.  Early and ongoing monitoring of the 

patents and published literature can also prevent researchers 

from infringing upon the IP rights of others.  

 

Every effort should be made to create and foster an awareness of the importance of IP amongst 

staff in all research establishments and this can be done in a number of simple ways including:   
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 Introducing education on IP awareness into the staff induction program. 

 Incorporating of IP into the institute and individual department/faculty business plans. 

 Having a clear IP strategy to manage and protect IP within the research group/department.  

The appointment of a member of staff with responsibility for the IP strategy can assist in the 

campaign to foster IP awareness amongst other researchers.  

 Making IP a regular topic for discussion at planning or staff meetings. 

 Developing an IP portfolio including details of the IP developed and protected to date, the 

researcher responsible and the approximate value of these IP assets. 

 

The following table may also be of assistance to researchers in identifying situations in which 

intellectual property is important – either in terms of protecting their own work or ensuring they do 

not infringe on the IP of others. 

 Patent Copyright Know-how 

Using others' research papers, publications etc 

 

 X X 

Research information.  Preparing and collating 

research or experimental results 

 

 X X 

Publishing or presenting research, academic 

or technical papers 

 

X X X 

Contract research 

 

X X X 

Consultancy projects 

 

X X X 

Starting discussions on a collaborative project or 

contract research 

 

X  X 

Receiving important confidential information 

 

  X 

Giving out confidential information 

 

X  X 

Preparing notes for talks at workshops, seminars etc. 

 

 X X 

Responding to telephone queries of a technical nature 

 

  X 
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KEEPING RECORDS 
Any intellectual property ownership claims have to be supported 

with evidence of the invention.  This is particularly important in 

the case of patents where it is important to be able to prove the 

date an invention was reduced to practice or proved to work for 

its intended purpose. In many countries this is taken simply as 

the date upon which the first patent application was filed.  

However the US patent office requires proof of the ‘conception’ 

and the ‘reduction to practice’ or demonstration of idea.  

Evidence can take several forms including properly kept  

laboratory notebooks, electronic data capture and Laboratory Information Management Systems 

(LIMS).  Third level institutes and research organisations generally indicate to staff how best such 

information should be recorded.  Appendix 2 provides those engaged in meat research with good 

practice tips on maintaining laboratory notebooks.  

 

IDENTIFYING AND DISCLOSING IP 
It is important for researchers to assess their project work and outputs for potential novel IP or 

commercialisation opportunities within the meat sector on an ongoing basis.  Purposely 

developed templates for extracting ideas and technologies from research can be of assistance in 

doing this (Appendix 3).  A patent search should also be conducted by researchers at this point to 

ensure that the IP is novel and does not infringe upon existing protected work.  At this point, if 

researchers consider that their idea or technology may have a commercial application they 

should contact the Technology Transfer Office (TTO) or Intellectual Property Officer as early as 

possible.  Following an initial meeting in order to make a preliminary evaluation of the technical 

and commercial potential of the idea, technology transfer staff may be furnished with a copy of 

the completed templates.  The researcher will be required to complete an Invention Report Form 

(Appendix 4) to allow a more comprehensive evaluation.  These documents are confidential and 

contain a description of the invention and information relating to the inventors, research funding, 

publications, industry interest and licensing potential.  These documents provide a record of the 

invention and are used as the basis of a patent application if that route is chosen.   

   

Maintaining confidentiality prior to making a patent application is essential to avoid invalidation.  

Disclosures that may be detrimental to patenting include any published (or submitted) papers, 

conference papers, lectures, talks or discussions with anyone not bound by a confidentiality or 

non-disclosure agreement (Appendix 5). It may also include grant applications, especially where 

these are peer group reviewed, and collaborative applications with other researchers and 
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organisations.  There are some common sense precautions that meat researchers can take to 

minimise disclosure: 

 

 Be aware of the risk of outside visitors to laboratories or premises.  

 Before discussing work or planned work with visitors to the laboratory, or with third parties, 

make sure that there is a confidentiality or non-disclosure agreement in place. 

 Consider security arrangements for entry to research laboratories and for the secure filing of 

laboratory books, results, equipment, etc.  

 Have a policy for a "confidentiality" review of draft papers before publication. 

 When releasing confidential information try to put it in writing (marking it as confidential), and 

keep a copy of the material together with a record of the disclosure.  

 Make sure you know what your obligations are under all the contracts in which you are 

involved i.e. rules about publication or presentation of conference papers. 

 Make sure that any confidentiality or non-disclosure agreements are mutual if confidential 

information is to be disclosed and that all parties are bound to secrecy.  

 

Template confidentiality or non-disclosure agreements (NDA) are generally available from the 

Technology Transfer Office or Intellectual Property Officer (Appendix 5) and can be customised 

on a case-by-case basis.  Technology transfer staff may also advise on what obligations already 

exist and can help ensure that the researchers’ interests are looked after.  Whilst publishing is a 

crucial aspect of research work, it is important to emphasise that patents should be filed prior to 

any detailed disclosure or publication release. 

 

PROTECTION AND PATENTING 
Following the disclosure of an invention to the Technology Transfer Office or IP Officer, the 

various options and resources available will be discussed and most suitable paths for exploitation 

decided.  Most companies are actively looking for realised IP, i.e. intellectual property which has 

been brought to a prototype stage and can be demonstrated to work.  The responsibility of 

developing the idea or technology lies with the researchers and whilst they progress this stage, 

the Technology Transfer Office or IP Officer will manage the legal protection steps.  Whilst 

patenting is a well recognised protection process, it can be expensive and only ideas or 

technologies at an advanced stage of development, with clear commercial potential should be 

considered for patenting.  

 

If patenting is deemed appropriate, the Technology Transfer Office or IP Officer may apply to 

Enterprise Ireland, to cover patenting costs.  Alternatively the associated third level institute or 

research organisation may have an allocated fund to cover such costs.   Patent law and practice, 
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and the drafting of the required specifications are complex matters for which technology transfer 

staff employ the help of a patent agent (unless they have a team member who has had 

specialised training in this field).  Patent agents have detailed knowledge of the complex 

procedures in the various foreign patent systems and work with other patent agents throughout 

the world to obtain patent protection for an invention in different countries.  

 

For an invention to be patentable it must fulfil a number of qualifying conditions: 

 It must be new and must not have been disclosed previously 

 There must be an inventive step i.e. the invention must not be 

‘obvious’ to someone with a reasonable knowledge of the subject  

 It must have an industrial application and identifiable commercial use 

 The invention must not be of a type excluded by law e.g. have a 

negative moral or social impact. 

 

Although jurisdictions may differ, in the majority of cases new designs, processes, machines and 

new matter composition are deemed patentable.  Exclusions include discoveries, ideas not 

reduced to practice, computer programs (in Europe), diagnostic methods, plant/animal varieties 

and surgery or therapy treatments. 

 

Patenting is a costly and time consuming practice.  Therefore it is essential to carry out 

comprehensive patent and literature searches to become familiar with the current state-of-the-art 

prior to and during the patenting process.  There are a number of patent search facilities available 

(Appendix 1).  Technology transfer staff within a third level institute or research organisation 

should be able to assist and advise on search mechanisms.  Enterprise Ireland, through the 

Intellectual Property Assistance Scheme or through its general Technical Information Services, 

can carry out limited patent searches on computerised international databases.  As a patent 

application proceeds to the more costly national phase, it is advisable to have a more exhaustive 

search carried out through a patent agent using a specialist patent searching agency. This would 

be focused on the precise claims that are contained within the patent specification.  The costs of 

patent searches can vary from a few hundred euros for a limited search to a few thousand or 

more for an exhaustive one.  

 

The timing of a patent application is critical. If a patent is filed too early there is a risk that the 

invention will be disclosed to competitors too early before the full the scope and all applications of 

the IP are realised. However, delaying a patent application can result in serious consequences if 

a competitor files first.  The patent application process is described briefly in the next section and 

the relative time frames and approximate costs involved are outlined in the accompanying table. 
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APPLYING FOR PATENT PROTECTION 
 
Step 1: The process of obtaining the grant of a patent begins with the preparation of a 

specification containing a detailed description of the invention, one or more claims  defining the 

matter and scope for which protection is sought, and any drawings or examples of how the 

invention is carried out.  An abstract must also be prepared providing a summary of the invention 

and this is submitted to the patent office along with the specification and any necessary 

application forms or fees.  Each patent office has rules relating to the form of the specification, 

defining such things as paper size, font, layout, section ordering and headings. Such 

requirements vary between offices. 

 

A provisional patent application is an alternative to filing a full patent application at the outset.  It 

is a simplified document that requires a specification and drawings but claims are not required.  

Provisional patents are not examined by the patent office and a full patent application can be filed 

within 12 months, claiming the benefit of the filing date of the provisional application.  The 

advantage of a provisional patent application is that it can be significantly less expensive to 

prepare and can help buy extra time to obtain market validation before incurring the cost of a full 

patent application.  

 
Step 2: When the application is filed, the date of application is recorded and this is called the 

"priority date". Following the priority date an invention may be disclosed to third parties (under 

secrecy agreements) and through publications (with certain restrictions).  It provides an initial 

period of 12 months before the next phase must be entered and this time can be used to explore 

the technical and commercial viability of the invention.  During this period the claims may be 

updated to incorporate any improvements or developments to the invention since the priority 

date.  

 
Step 3: Within 12 months of the priority date, it is necessary to decide on either national phase 

filings in other countries or jurisdictions of choice or to file an application under the Patent 

Cooperation Treaty (PCT), which allows a further 18 months before the national phase begins.  

The PCT provides a unified procedure for filing patent applications to protect inventions in each of 

its 139 Contracting States including all of the major industrialised countries.  This is the usual 

route chosen for technologies not fully developed. 

 

Step 4: Patent specifications are then examined by the patent examiners in the countries of filing. 

The examiners carry out searches through previous patent specifications and other literature to 

ascertain if the invention is novel. As part of the patent examination procedure, the specification 
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and search report are published, usually eighteen months after the priority date, and as such are 

public documents.  

 

Step 5: If the examiner feels, following these professional searches, that certain features of the 

invention have already been disclosed in previous specifications, correspondence ensues 

between the patent examiner and the patent agent.  This stage of the patenting procedure is 

called "prosecution" and can often mean an amendment or narrowing of the scope of the patent 

claims until the examiner is satisfied that the claims establish novelty, inventiveness and utility. 

 

Step 6: Following these professional searches and any amendments that are requested during 

the prosecution phase, the patent office will either grant or revoke a patent. If the application does 

not comply, the objections are usually communicated to the applicant or their patent agent, who 

can respond to the objections in an attempt to overcome them and obtain the grant of the patent. 

In Europe, after a patent is granted, it is open to opposition or revocation proceedings by any 

person/organisation that feels it can give good cause as to why the patent should not have been 

granted. Patents can also be revoked if they are found subsequently to be invalid, usually as a 

result of infringing another patent. 

 

Step 7: Patents are also the subject of periodic maintenance fees and payment is required to 

retain the validity of a patent during its term. Failure in the timely payment of fees results in loss of 

the patent's protection. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is important that the true inventor or inventors should be named on the patent application. Any 

person who has made a technical contribution to the invention must legally be included as a joint 

inventor. Failure to include any such person could result in the patent being declared invalid at a 

later stage. However, being named as an inventor does not necessarily give ownership rights.  

Almost all universities and research institutes engaged in meat research in Ireland now claim 

ownership of IP generated by their staff and the inventor is usually required to formally assign 

his/her rights to the employer.  Ownership rights vary from case to case and if there is any doubt, 

early reference to the Technology Transfer Office or IP Officer is recommended so as to avoid the 

possibility of disputes at a later stage.  

10 



  Summary of patent application process: 
 Timescale Activity Costs 

Step 1 0 months Patent application* filed in 

designated country 

€1000-€8,000 

Step 2 0- 12 months Updated application refiled 

 

€1000-€8,000 

Step 3 12 months National phase 

or PCT applications filed 

€2000-€4000 per country 

or €7000-€14,000 

 

Step 4 18 months Application published with search 

report 

 

€500 - €2500 per country 

Step 5 2-5 years Prosecution - Patent agent and 

examiner correspond and 

negotiate wording on patent 

claims 

 

€500- €15,000 per country 

Step 6 3-5 years Patent granted (or refused) 

 

€500-€2500 per country 

Step 8 4-20 years Annual fees paid 

 

€500-€1500 per country per 

year 

 

* Full or provisional patent application 
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IP OWNERSHIP 
 
There are broad variations amongst national laws on the ownership of intellectual property rights.  

As mentioned previously, universities and research institutes involved in meat research, seek to 

establish that they own the IP generated by their employees, and generally have policies and 

reward systems in place to reflect this.  ICSTI, the predecessor to the Advisory Science Council 

(ASC), issued guidelines on how ownership and access rights to research outputs should be 

treated.  In general, IP rights arising from meat research can be categorised under four separate 

groupings:  

 

 Contract research: Where a meat company or other body requests specific research work to 

be undertaken in exchange for a fee. If the company direct the work involving specific steps 

where the output is generally known and the researchers add no know-how or IP to the process, 

then IP will generally be owned by the company. 

 

 Publicly funded research: This involves experts attempting to solve a defined problem 

through inventive or exploratory research.  Funding grants awarded by public bodies will have 

contracts associated with them which include terms and conditions covering payment, outcome 

delivery, ownership of IP, publication, liability, and more.  Terms may vary depending on the 

awarding body but IP is generally owned by the third level institute or research organisation. 

 

 Sponsored research: This can be privately, or jointly (private/public) funded and IP arising 

from this type of meat research is subject to the IP provisions that are stipulated in the related 

agreement between the research body and the sponsor.  An IP ownership agreement with 

provision for jointly developed IP is commonly used. An option on access rights may also be 

included.  

 

 Collaborative research (private and/or public funding): This may involve several meat 

sector or multidisciplinary parties, public and private.  The research agreement will cover terms 

and conditions relating to the knowledge shared and generated in the course of the collaborative 

work.  It will also address issues relating to IP ownership, confidentiality, sharing of materials, 

publishing and commercialisation rights. 
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LICENSING 
 
A licence is a legally binding contract by which the IP owner grants another party access rights to 

use the IP in return for payments.  When the inventor or IP owner wants to commercialise a 

technology, but does not have the resources or interest to commercialise themselves, licensing 

can be a lucrative alternative.  If the technology applies to a variety of different markets or uses, it 

can be licensed to different companies based on territories or fields of use, thereby creating 

multiple revenue streams.  Although the licensing route helps share the risk associated with 

commercialisation, it may generate substantially lower returns for the owner than might be 

achieved if they commercialised it themselves. 

  

Non-exclusive licenses typically grant the licensee a non-exclusive right to make, have made, 

use and sell the specific technology described.  These licenses can be granted with defined 

geographical rights, and for a specific field of use or application, depending upon the licensee's 

business and the purpose of the agreement. 

 

Exclusive licenses tend to be preferred by companies as it grants them the exclusive right to 

make, use and sell the specific technology described in the license, to the exclusion of all others 

including the owner.  Under such an agreement their competitors are restricted from gaining 

access to the technology.  

 

License payments to the IP owner can take several forms 

including royalties, up-front or milestone payments, equity 

shares, patent or other expense reimbursements, further 

research funding or a combination of any of these.  The most 

common payment method is in the form of royalties on sales.  

The percentage paid is generally based on factors such as 

profit margin, exclusivity, standard industry rates, competitive 

position and patent strength.  
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OTHER PRACTICAL ASPECTS FOR MEAT RESEARCHERS 
 
This section provides guidance on further aspects of intellectual property management that 

commonly arise in third level institutes and organisations engaged in meat research. 

Visiting Scientists 

VISITING RESEARCHERS 
Public research organisations and third level institutes engaged in meat research often play host 

to visiting researchers on placement or exchange programmes.  As non-employees of the host 

institute they are not automatically bound by the rules for intellectual property and confidentiality.  

Day-to-day duties may result in their coming into contact with information and results which have 

not yet been published or which might form the basis of commercially important intellectual 

property. They will also be conducting their own research programme which may, in its own right, 

generate intellectual property.  It is therefore important that all visiting researchers are asked to 

sign an agreement which links them to the general terms and conditions for employees.  

Students 

POSTGRADUATE STUDENTS 
Postgraduate students conducting work in a public research establishment are often supported by 

external funds and registered for degrees with a nearby university.  They are therefore not 

employees of the institute and are not bound automatically by local intellectual property 

regulations. Therefore such students are not bound to keep information confidential and the 

results of their studies will be their property.  It is therefore important to set in place an agreement 

with students that allows exchange of information and protects the IP interests of the host 

institution. 

Grant and Contract Applications 

COMMUNICATIONS 
Email and the internet are common forms of communication 

within the scientific and research communities.  Whilst an 

effective way of keeping in contact with meat researchers across 

the world, the internet is not regarded as a non-confidential 

network by lawyers and Patent Agents.  Meat researchers 

should not transfer results or confidential material using email, 

(unless documents are password protected) and should mark all 

documentation and correspondence clearly as confidential. 
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EXTERNAL FUNDING 
The area of external funding is one in which researchers must increasingly be aware of 

intellectual property issues. Funding bodies often require intellectual property issues to be 

covered at the application stage.  Grant applications frequently incorporate novel ideas and 

concepts and it is important to ensure that any application will be treated in confidence by the 

funding body and evaluators. If appropriate, a confidentiality or non-disclosure agreement can be 

put in place before submission.  

 

COLLABORATION 
Meat research projects are commonly carried out using two or 

more collaborative partners.  In such cases it may be 

necessary to introduce collaboration agreements, allowing all 

parties to speak freely and develop ideas together. It is 

important to address certain issues at the outset including the 

status of each collaborating organisation, the ownership of 

intellectual property rights, handling of publications and 

foreground and background IP.  If a project involves the use of 

consultants or subcontractors, it is important to ensure 

ownership of the results reside with the third level institute or 

research organisation.  

 

 

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION  
Confidential information or know-how may unwittingly be released to guests on site including 

researchers from other institutions and meat industry personnel.  It is important to determine in 

advance where such guest visitors will go, who they will meet and what they may see or hear. 

Visits should be structured to avoid sensitive areas and staff should be briefed on what they can, 

and cannot, tell visitors. Before any meetings host researchers and staff must be clear about what 

they are prepared to disclose.  A confidentiality or non-disclosure agreement may be used to 

protect the host and visiting parties allowing the free exchange of information. 

 

MATERIAL TRANSFER 
Novel materials such as newly developed ingredients or bacteria strains are often exchanged 

between research groups as part of informal research collaborations. Requests often come as a 

result of the publication of a scientific paper or a conference presentation.  Sending such 

materials may compromise intellectual property rights. Before agreeing to release any materials 
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meat researchers must consult their Technology Transfer Office or IP Officer and complete a 

‘Materials Transfer Agreement’ (MTA) (Appendix 6), if there is not already a collaboration 

agreement in place. This will detail the terms under which another organisation can use the 

material.  It will also clarify who owns any developments or inventions that use the material and 

cover publication of new results incorporating use of the materials.  Similarly, if a researcher 

requests materials from another meat laboratory, they should make sure an MTA is in place so 

that they can publish results and take credit for any inventions made using it. The onus is 

normally on the provider of the material to provide the MTA. 

 

USEFUL INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY WEBSITES 
Website Organisation Information 

www.patentsoffice.ie Irish Patents office (IPO) Provides comprehensive 
background information on all 
forms of Intellectual Property 
Rights 
 

www.patent.gov.uk 
 

UK Patent office The official government body 
responsible for granting 
Intellectual Property (IP) rights 
in the United Kingdom 
 

www.epo.org European Patent Office (EPO) The EPO grants European 
patents for the contracting 
states to the European Patent 
Convention (EPC) 
 

www.uspto.gov Unites States Patent and 
Trademark Organisation 
(USPTO) 

The USPTO are responsible for 
processing patent and 
trademark applications and 
disseminating patent and 
trademark information 
 

www.ipr-helpdesk.org European Commission Advises on protection rules and 
other issues relating to IP 
Rights in international research 
projects 
 

www.innovaccess.eu  
 

European Commission Provides access to national 
resources within Europe and 
general IP issues 
 

www.entemp.ie/science
/ipr/legislation 

Intellectual Property Unit (DETE) Provides a comprehensive list 
of Irish and EU Intellectual 
Property Legislation 
 

www.oami.eu The Trademarks and Designs 
Registration Office of the 
European Union (OHIM) 

OHIM is the official European 
Union agency responsible for 
registering trade marks and 
designs that are valid in the EU 
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Website Organisation Information 

www.astp.net Association of European Science 
& Technology Transfer 
Professionals (ASTP) 

An association for science 
based technology transfer 
professionals to share their 
experiences 
 

www.les-bi.org Licensing Executives Society 
Britain and Ireland (LES)  

The society for professionals 
interested in the licensing of 
Intellectual Property Rights and 
transfer of technology 

Website Organisation Information 
www.protoneurope.org ProTon Europe Thematic network of technology 

transfer offices (TTOs) linked to 
universities and public research 
organisations funded by the 
European Commission under 
its Gate2Growth initiative 
 

www.wipo.int World Intellectual Property 
Organisation (WIPO) 

A specialised agency of the 
United Nations, dedicated to 
developing a balanced and 
accessible international 
intellectual property (IP) system 
 

www.enterprise-
ireland.com 

Enterprise Ireland  Provides Intellectual Property 
advice on the protection, 
development and 
commercialisation of patentable 
technology.  Patent funding 
opportunities also available 
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APPENDIX 1 

PATENT SEARCHING DATABASES 
 

Irish Patent Office 

 

http://www.patentsoffice.ie/en/patents_searching.aspx 

 

European Patent Office 

 

http://www.epoline.org/portal/public/registerplus 

 

World Intellectual Property 

Organization  

http://www.wipo.int/pctdb/en/index.jsp  

 

United States Patent and 

Trademark Office 

http://patft.uspto.gov 

Espacenet 

 

http://ie.espacenet.com 

 

Patent Lens 

 

http://www.patentlens.net 

Google patent search http://www.google.com/patents 

 

The European patent office (EPO) also provide a list of European and international patent 

databases at: http://www.epo.org/topics/ip-webguide/patentdatabases.html 
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APPENDIX 2 

GOOD PRACTICE TIPS IN KEEPING A LABORATORY NOTEBOOK 
 Use a good quality notebook that has a permanent binding. Any loose bound or temporarily 

bound book which allows pages to be removed, added or substituted is not suitable.  

 Each page of the notebook should be numbered to reduce the possibility of being accused of 

tampering with data.  

 Entries should be made in pen to ensure that the record is permanent.  

 Entries must be legible and should contain detailed descriptions of the experimental 

procedures, supported if appropriate by drawings or diagrams. 

 It is advisable to have separate notebooks for different project tasks or activities, making it 

easier to identify where individual inventive steps took place.  

 Data and results should be recorded carefully and details of the calculations used on 

analytical data included. Computer programs used to perform calculations on raw data should 

be specified. 

 Hardcopy printouts from machines that need to be included should be fixed to the book 

permanently.  

 Data that cannot be attached to the book, such as gels, should be properly referenced, and it 

is essential that this material is stored in an orderly and readily retrievable form. 

 Any subsequent data or additions should be entered on separate pages with reference to the 

original entry.  

 Errors must not be erased but should be marked through so that it is clear they exist. An 

explanation of the error together with a signature will add validity. 

 If pages are left part-completed or blank, they should be clearly marked through to indicate 

they have not been used. 

 Notebooks should be signed and dated weekly by the researcher.  For verification of work, all 

original notebook entries require witnessing and should be witnessed on a regular basis. 

Witnessing should include a signature and a date. The witness should be aware of and 

understand the work but should not be engaged in the project that is the subject of the 

notebook entry.  

 When beginning a new notebook, the researcher should enter a cross-reference to the last 

notebook used (e.g.; “Continued from Notebook No: ______________”) and likewise when a 

notebook is completed. 

 The notebook is an important record and should be stored in a safe place. 

 If computer based notebooks are kept, an inventor must be able to show that the records 

could not be altered subsequent to the date of entry of the information and it being witnessed. 
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APPENDIX 3 

EXTRACTING IDEAS FROM MEAT RESEARCH 
IDEA DESCRIPTOR 

 
Name/title of the selected idea:  
 
Identification number:          Date: 

 
Field of technology  

 
Key words  

 
Research Project (RMIS number)  

Organisations and/or people involved in the selected idea 
(List all organisations and individuals with an interest in 
the idea, and describe briefly the role of each.) 
 

 
 

Inventor(s) of the idea  
 

 
Idea description 1 

a) brief description of the general principle 
 

b) problems solved by invention/innovation 
 
 

 

Current state of art 2
 

 
 

Principal potential application areas and markets 
identified. 
 
 

 
 

Advantage(s) of invention/idea (technical and/or 
commercial) to the meat sector 3 

 
 

 

Other notes or comments 
 
 

 
 
 

1The description must allow a non-specialist to understand the invention/idea and its areas of application, and describe in basic terms the 
technical functionality of the idea. 
2 The state of art represents the current highest level of expertise/know-how in the matter, and the technologies used at present to solve the 
same problem(s). 
3 Factors which would establish a competitive advantage in case of exploitation within the meat sector. 
 
Signatures: 
 
  ____________________                                     _____________________  __________________ 

Interviewer     Researcher        Project Manager
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EVALUATION OF TECHNOLOGY 
 
 
Name/title of the selected idea:         

Identification number:  
Evaluation Date: 
 

Technology Assessment Criteria Score (1-4) Comments 
 
RISK   
Stage of development (1)   
Challenges still to be overcome (2)   
Average =   
 
ADVANTAGES   
Current alternative solutions (3)   
Current ‘state of art’ (4)   
Potential to improve current ‘state of art’ (5)   
Potential to reduce current costs (6)   
Average =   
 
APPLICATIONS   
Knowledge of potential commercial applications (7)    
Scope of application opportunities (8)   
Evidence of demand (9)   
Average =   
 
MARKETS AND COMPETITION   
Scale of potential applications (10)   
Market trends in the areas of application (11)   
Competitive situation in the relevant markets (12)   
Average =   
 
IP & OTHER PROTECTIONS   
Possibility of infringement of existing patent(s) (13)   
Other types of protection (14)   
Average =   
 
REGULATORY AND LIABILITY ISSUES   
Regulatory requirements (15)   
Potential liability (16)   
Average =   
 
Total (Sum of averages)   
Final Score (Total/6)   
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Notes on interpretation and scores: 
 
(1) Maturity of the idea – stage of development 

1.  Concept  An innovative technical idea or concept whose technical viability has not yet 
been established. 

2.  Proof of concept  An innovative idea based on technology which has been proved in principle to 
work in laboratory or equivalent conditions. 

3.  Prototype 
demonstrator 

 An idea which has been developed to the stage of a preliminary working 
prototype. 

4.  Market-ready 
prototype  Developed to the point of being ready to start production or to go the market. 

 
 
(2) This relates to the amount of effort and resources likely to be required to develop the 

idea/technology from its present stage to the point of being ready for market.  It is probably most 
useful to think of this more in relative than in absolute terms – in other words, as well as 
attempting to quantify the resources likely to be required, consider how major a commitment of 
resources this would represent in the context of the organisation(s) and/or individual(s) involved: 
1. Very major    
2. Significant 
3. Moderate 
4. Small 

 
(3) This refers to the present situation relating to existing products or technologies generally used to 

meet the needs which the new idea is expected to address.  The intention is to assess how 
difficult it will be for a new idea/technology/product to achieve acceptance.  
1. There are currently products or technology solutions available which are almost universally 

used, are not considered to be excessively expensive, and are regarded as standard solutions 
in the relevant sectors or markets. 

2. There are products or technologies currently available which are widely used, but are not 
regarded as standard solutions, and may be considered to have some disadvantages or 
shortcomings in terms of performance or cost. 

3. There are products or technologies currently available, but they have not gained wide 
acceptance because their performance is not generally considered to be satisfactory or their 
cost is considered to be too high. 

4. No products or technologies can be identified as currently available on the market. 
 

(4) The state of the art represents the most advanced current level of technology/expertise/know-how 
in the area, whether or not this is incorporated in products now available on the market.  The 
intention here is to assess how technically advanced the idea is compared to any other 
technologies or concepts which may be available or may at present be under development.  
1. 

2. 

3. 

This is an area which is known to be the subject of a large amount of current interest and 
attention.  A considerable number of technologies are known to have been introduced to the 
market recently or to be under development, and many of them are likely to offer very 
significant performance and/or cost advantages over technologies or products currently in 
general use. 
This is an area which is a very specific niche application or, for other reasons, is the subject of 
a limited amount of interest and attention.  The ‘state of the art’ is represented by a small 
number of technologies or concepts (perhaps two or three) believed to represent the most 
advanced level of expertise and performance currently under development.  There is some 
evidence that at least one of these technologies (other than the idea under evaluation) may 
offer very significant performance and/or cost advantages over technologies or products 
currently in general use. 
The ‘state of the art’ is represented by a small number of technologies or concepts believed to 
represent the most advanced level of expertise and performance currently under 
development.  It is not however yet clear that any of these technologies (other than the idea 
under evaluation) will offer significant performance and/or cost advantages over technologies 
or products currently in general use. 
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4. It has not been possible to identify any technologies or concepts currently under development 
(other than the idea under evaluation) which are likely to offer any performance and/or cost 
advantages over technologies or products currently in general use. 

 
(5) This is intended to assess the potential of the idea to improve on the technical performance of 

other products or solutions currently available or known to be under development.  In this context 
it is appropriate to make comparisons with the current state of the art (as discussed in (4) above), 
rather than with products or technologies currently in general use. 
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

In comparing the idea to other state of the art technologies, it is difficult to identify any ways in 
which it is likely to offer significant or compelling technical performance advantages. 
In comparing the idea to other state of the art technologies, it is reasonable to believe that it 
may offer technical performance advantages significant enough to provide a clear competitive 
advantage. 
In comparing the idea to other state of the art technologies, it clearly has the potential to offer 
very substantial and compelling technical performance advantages to a degree which users 
would find difficult to ignore. 
The idea under evaluation is believed to represent a “disruptive technology” – it is believed to 
have the potential to revolutionise the way in which a specific activity is undertaken or a 
specific problem is addressed. 

 
(6) This is intended to assess the extent to which the idea has the potential to reduce costs for users.  

In this context it is appropriate to make comparisons with the products or technologies currently in 
general use (as discussed in (3) above), rather than with the current state of the art. 
1. The idea is likely to be more expensive for users than products or technologies currently in 

general use (even though it may offer technical performance advantages). 
2. The idea is likely to offer user costs comparable to those of products or technologies currently 

in general use. 
3. The idea is likely to offer the potential for cost reductions for users of up to 50%. 
4. The idea is likely to offer the potential for cost reductions for users of over 50%. 

 
(7) This is intended to evaluate the extent to which potential commercial applications for the idea have 

been explored, identified and understood. 
1. There is no knowledge of whether or not the idea has (a) potential commercial application(s). 
2. On the basis of preliminary evaluation, the idea is believed to have (a) potential commercial 

application(s), but little or no detailed investigation has been undertaken to confirm this or to 
define clearly the nature of these potential applications. 

3. Sufficient investigation has been undertaken to provide a high degree of confidence that the 
idea has (a) potential commercial application(s), but further work is still required to understand 
the potential application(s) in greater depth. 

4. One or more potential commercial applications have been identified and investigated in detail, 
and this investigation has confirmed (as far as is possible at the present stage) that the idea 
has (a) potential commercial application(s). 

 
(8) The intention is to assess how diverse the opportunities for application of the idea may be – in 

other words, is the opportunity specific and restricted, or are there many different opportunities in 
different areas of application? 
1. The idea is believed to have only one specific potential application. 
2. While the idea is regarded as having one primary area of potential application, there is a 

possibility that a limited number of associated potential applications may exist. 
3. The idea is believed to have two or more major potential applications, and these are in 

significantly different areas of use or industrial sectors. 
4. The idea is believed to have a wide range of potential applications across many different 

areas of use or industry sectors (this type of situation is sometimes described as a “platform 
technology”). 

 
(9) The intention is to assess how much actual feedback and evidence has been obtained (for 

example from potential users or expert market commentators) to confirm that there is likely to be a 
real demand for products or services based on the idea. 
1. No discussions with potential users or other expert sources have taken place. 
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2. 

3. 

4. 

A small number (perhaps two or three) of dialogues with potential users or other expert 
sources have taken place, and their reactions were only moderately positive (indicating that 
there could be interest in the idea, but there are still important questions to be answered).  
A larger number (perhaps between six and twelve) of dialogues with potential users or other 
expert sources have taken place, and in most cases their reactions were clearly positive 
(indicating a significant level of interest in the idea, and confidence that it would be well 
received by users).  
Extensive and detailed discussions involving a substantial number of users and some expert 
sources have taken place.  These discussions have covered matters including technical 
performance, price, competition and any other relevant issues, and almost all reactions have 
been very positive, providing a large amount of independent evidence that the idea is very 
likely to be received enthusiastically by users. 

 
(10) This is an assessment of the probable magnitude (in market/financial terms) of the opportunities 

for commercial exploitation of the idea. 
1. The potential applications for the idea are few in number, and relate to markets which are 

likely to be low in value (in terms of the total revenues which can be generated).  This could, 
for example, be because they will be local rather than international or because they will be so 
specialised that only limited demand will exist. 

2. Although only a limited number of potential applications can be identified, at least one of these 
applications could represent a market of significant value (for example, a global market valued 
at least in the region of several hundred million Euros). 

3. The total combined market value in the potential areas of application is very substantial (for 
example, one very large potential market, or a number of potential markets with a total global 
value of at least one billion Euros). 

4. The potential areas of application are in global markets with very high combined total values – 
for example, at least in the region of several billion Euros. 

 
(11) The intention is to consider growth trends in the markets expected to be targets for products or 

services based on the idea. 
1. The combined global value of the markets is expected to decline in the foreseeable future. 
2. The combined global value of the markets is expected to remain stable in the foreseeable 

future. 
3. The combined global value of the markets is expected to show moderate growth in the 

foreseeable future. 
4. The combined global value of the markets is expected to show high growth in the foreseeable 

future. 
 

(12) The intention is to assess the extent and nature of the competition which may be anticipated in the 
markets expected to be targets for products or services based on the idea. 
1. Markets are likely to be characterised by intense competition from existing well-established 

companies. 
2. A significant level of competition can be expected, but no established players have yet 

achieved a dominant position in the relevant market(s). 
3. It is anticipated that competition will exist, but will come from a limited number of companies 

which are still relatively immature. 
4. No sources of serious potential competition can be identified at this time. 
 

(13) Investigation of the possibility of any risk that the idea may infringe (an) existing patent(s) held by 
or applied for by others. 
1. No search has been undertaken to investigate the existence of any patents or patent 

applications which might be infringed by the idea under evaluation. 
2. A patent search has been undertaken and has identified several patents or patent applications 

which appear to relate to concepts or technologies similar to the idea under evaluation.  There 
seems to be a risk that the idea might infringe one or more of these patents, and further 
detailed research is required to establish whether this would be the case. 

3. A patent search has been undertaken and has identified no more than a few (one or two) 
patents or patent applications which may relate to concepts or technologies similar to the idea 
under evaluation.  The risk of infringement is not at present believed to be high, but some 
further research is required to confirm this. 
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4. A patent search has been undertaken and it has been confirmed that there are no existing 
patents or patent applications which might be infringed by the idea under evaluation. 

NOTE:  In the event that a patent search has been undertaken and has identified existing patents 
or patent applications which would definitely be infringed by the idea under evaluation, this will 
generally indicate that any plans for commercial application of the idea will have to be abandoned.  

(14) This is intended to assess the extent to which the idea may be protected by the existence of 
informal barriers to entry (other than legal protection of intellectual property).  Such barriers to 
entry may include secrecy, access to specialised expertise or facilities, dependence on important 
tacit know-how or experience, etc. 
1. There are no identifiable informal barriers to entry which would make it difficult for other 

organisations or companies to imitate and use the idea commercially. 
2. Some informal barriers to entry may exist, but they are not believed to be likely to offer a high 

degree of protection. 
3. It is possible to identify significant informal barriers to entry which would make it difficult for 

others to imitate or use the idea commercially. 
4. There are clear and obvious informal barriers to entry which would make it very difficult or 

impossible for others to imitate or use the idea commercially.  
 

(15) This refers to the need to comply with regulatory or legislative requirements for products or 
services based on the idea (for example: clinical trials, product approvals, etc.).  
1. It will be necessary to comply with onerous regulatory requirements which will be time-

consuming and expensive. 
2. Regulatory requirements will be significant, but costs will not be excessive and major delays 

may be avoided by good management of the necessary processes. 
3. Regulatory requirements will be limited, and are not expected to impose significant costs or 

delays. 
4. No regulatory requirements will apply. 
 

(16) This is intended to assess the level of potential product or service liabilities which will be 
associated with commercial application of the idea (for example, would a product failure be a 
serious safety risk?). 
1. Potential liabilities will be very severe (for example because products will be used in safety-

critical applications and any defects would be likely to have fatal consequences). 
2. Potential liabilities could conceivably be significant, but it is considered unlikely that such 

liabilities would arise in practice. 
3. Any potential liabilities are considered to be limited and to be unlikely to arise in practice. 
4. No significant potential liabilities are believed to exist.
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APPENDIX 4 
 

SAMPLE INVENTION REPORT FORM  (©Teagasc)  
 
 
To qualify for patent protection, an invention must be 

(i) novel ie it must not have been disclosed to public before patent application is filed and 
must not have been patented by anyone else previously 

(ii) inventive-an inventive step not obvious to someone skilled in the relevant field  
(iii) useful ie capable of industrial application 

 
 
Please mark all correspondence relating to this as ‘CONFIDENTIAL’ and password protect any email 
messages disclosing invention details. 
 
 
 
1. INVENTION DETAILS: 
 
a. Title of invention: 
 
 
 
b. Technical Description (use additional sheet if necessary):  
 
 
 
c. Novelty and advantages over existing technologies:  

How is this invention different to existing solutions? What advantage does the new invention have 
over existing similar technology?  

 
 
 
d. Is there a model or prototype available or has it been demonstrated practically? 

If so, what stage of development is it at? 
 
 
 
e. Potential Commercial Application/Possible interested companies:  

Indicate possible commercial uses or applications of the invention, either in the short or long term. 
Have any discussions taken place with outside parties? 

 

f. Have any patent applications already being filed in this area by this organisation?  If so, 
provide details.  

 

 

g. Any further comments/relevant information: 
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2. DISCLOSURES 
 
Valid patent protection depends upon the invention not having been previously disclosed to 
the public in any way; please include details on any existing or planned disclosures including: 
Abstract, Poster, Paper, Thesis, Media, Lecture/Seminar, Discussion with others outside of the 
Research Establishment, Internet or Other. 

  
 
a. Has the invention been described, in 

whole or in part, in printed or online 
publications? 
 

 
 

Yes 
No 

 

 
Date of publication:  
 
Journal name/website:  

 

b. Has a manuscript describing the 
invention, in whole or in part, been 
submitted for publication, or will it be? 

c. Has it been reviewed or accepted yet? 
 

 
 

Yes 
No 

 
Actual or expected date of submission: 
 
Expected date of publication:  
 
Journal name/website:  
 

 
d. Has the invention been described, in 

whole or in part, in any grant 
application? 
 

 
Yes 
No 

 
Actual/expected date of submission:  
 
Grant type and code:  
 

 
e. Has the invention been disclosed, in 

whole or in part, by any of the 
contributors in a public setting such as 
poster session, meeting or seminar? 
 

 
 

Yes 
No 

 
If yes, under what circumstances? 
Poster, Talk, Seminar, Other 

 
Date: _______        Location:________ 
 

 
f. Has the invention been disclosed, in 

whole or in part, by any of the 
contributors in a private setting such as 
a conversation with colleagues outside 
the organisation or meeting with a 
company? 

 

 
 

Yes 
No 

 
If yes, under what circumstances? 

 
Date: _______        Location:________ 
 
Was a confidentiality agreement in place? 

Yes            No 
 

 
g. Has a patent application been    

previously filed or issued by the 
organisation in this area? 

 

 
Yes 
No 

 
If yes, please give details 
 
Patent number: _______       Date: 

 
 
3. MATERIAL TRANSFER:  
 
Please indicate if any aspect of the invention was made possible, by the use of information, 
materials, equipment, software or the like obtained from individuals other than the contributors 
above, or from other organisations?  

Yes   No 

If yes, please give details:  

 
 

Was there a material transfer agreement in place, and if so, please give details? 
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4. POTENTIAL CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATION: 
Please outline any relationship that any inventor has with any third party that may influence the 
decision-making process in relation to commercialization of this invention eg personal interest, 
shares etc in companies. 
 
 
 
 
5. INVENTORS/CONTRIBUTORS: 
Details of all potential inventors, including those outside the organisation are required as well 
as evidence of their intellectual contribution in order to avoid invalidation of any patent 
application. 
 
a. Inventor details: 
Inventors must make an intellectual contribution to the invention, rather than just carrying out technical 
instructions.  For each contributor/inventor include all contact information requested below, employer, 
nationality and % contribution to the invention (to be agreed among inventors). 
 
Inventor Number 
 

1 2 3 4 

Title and full name 
 

 
 

   

Employer  
 

   

Work  address & 
contact details 
 

 
 
 

   

Home address& 
contact details 
 

 
 
 

   

Nationality  
 

   

% contribution*  
 

   

 
b. Contribution to the Invention:  
Each contributor should explain his/her contribution and sign and date the last page. This is to ensure 
that all named inventors agree on their relative contribution. Otherwise an equal sharing among 
inventors is assumed. This should be completed by the PI or lead inventor and should be read and 
agreed by the other inventors.  
 
 
 
Inventor 1 Contribution (lead or main inventor):  
 
 
 
 
Inventor 2 Contribution: 
 
 
 
 
Inventor 3 Contribution: 
 
 
 
 
Inventor 4 Contribution: 
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6. RESEARCH FUNDING:  
 
Details on funding sources is required in order to ensure that the organisation adheres to any 
obligations relating to IP set by the funding agency. Include the name of the research sponsor 
and grant code (e.g. State Agency,) and the period of time of funding. 
 
Inventor 1: 
 
 
Inventor 2:  
 
 
Inventor 3: 

 
Inventor 4: 

 
7. ORIGIN AND DOCUMENTATION OF INVENTION: 
Evidence of the origin of the concept and proof of the inventive step and experimentation may 
be required in defending patent applications, especially in USA  
 
(a)Was the lead inventor/contributor the first person to conceive of the invention?  

Y         N 
 
(b) Approximately when was the invention first conceived and how? 

 
 
 
 
 
(c) Were guidelines to good laboratory practice followed, including signed and dated lab books? 
Where are results documented? 
 
 
 
 
8. LITERATURE AND PATENT SEARCHES 
 
Comprehensive literature & patent searches should be carried out during a project and when 
an invention has been identified, in order to find out about current developments in the specific 
area of research.  
 
 
a. Please list keywords relevant to the invention (for search terms in searches):  
 
 
b. Please identify other academic or industry researchers working in the field of the invention (close 

competitors):  

Useful Exercises (Results to be added as appendix to back of form): 

c. Please list all manuscripts and copies of all contributors’/inventors’ papers and abstracts that are 
relevant to the invention, either as background to the invention or as disclosures, and attach 
copies if possible.     

Y     N 
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d. Please list and attach copies of any known competitors’ papers and abstracts, review articles, key 
papers in the field, and any other material that you believe are relevant to the invention or can 
assist the TT/IP office in its evaluation.  

 
Y      N 

 
e. Please record and attach copy of results of a search literature databases for publications relevant 

to the invention, and of patent searches using the keywords and competitors’ listed above. 
Searches can be carried out on www. uspto.gov   or www.espacenet.com. Please attach/include 
results of searches conducted. 

 
 
 
INVENTORS’ AGREEMENT: 
 
I/we agree that the details above are correct and accurate and that I/we agree to the sharing of any 
future potential earnings among inventors as proposed above. 
 
I/we agree to do everything reasonably required to assist the IP/TT in the evaluation, protection 
(including filing patent applications), and possible commercialisation of the invention described in this 
Invention Report Form. All statements made herein are true and complete to the best of my/our 
knowledge. 
 
 
 
Inventor 1:  (print name): 

 
Signed:   ………………………     Date:  ……………. 
 
 
Inventor 2: (print name): 
 
 
Signed:   ………………………    Date:  ……………. 
 
 
Inventor 3: (print name): 
 
 
Signed:  ………………………    Date:  ……………. 
 
 
Inventor 4: (print name): 
 
 
Signed:  ………………………    Date:  ……………. 
 
 
 
Principal Investigator/Research manager:  
 
Signed: ……………………….    Date: ……………
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APPENDIX 5 

SAMPLE NON-DISCLOSURE AGREEMENT (NDA) 
 

THIS AGREEMENT made as of the [   ] day of [   ], 200[ ] 

 

BETWEEN 

 

TEAGASC, Ashtown Food Research Centre, Ashtown, Dublin 15, Ireland 

 

and- 

 

[INSERT COMPANY NAME], a [INSERT COUNTRY ] company having its registered office at 

[INSERT ADDRESS] (the “Company”) 

 

Whereas either party above may at any time be defined as a “Discloser “or a “Recipient” of 

confidential information, the Discloser is willing to disclose to the Recipient for the Permitted 

Purpose as defined below. 

 

It is now agreed 

 

1. Definition 
‘Confidential Information’ means any and all secret and confidential information disclosed by the 

Discloser to the Recipient including any documentation marked confidential or any draft patent 

specifications related to the referred technology. 

 

‘Permitted Purpose’ means for the purpose of preparing a joint research and development 

proposal or for the purpose of conducting collaborative research and development by the two 

parties or for the purpose of discussions on commercialisation of the technology in question. 

 

2. Confidentiality Undertaking 
The Recipient shall strictly maintain the confidential information which shall be used solely for the 

Permitted Purpose and not otherwise.  The Confidential Information may be disclosed in 

confidence only to organisations who require to use it for the Permitted Purpose.  All documents 

and materials originating with the Discloser, shall remain the property of the Discloser.  At the 

request of the Discloser the Recipient shall return all such documents and materials and shall not 

keep any copies of them. 
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3. Limitation of Secrecy Obligation 
The obligation of the Recipient set forth in Clause 2 shall not apply to any information which the 

Recipient can show:- 

(i) was in the public domain at the time of the disclosure or which subsequently entered the 

public domain except by breach of this Agreement. 

(ii) Was lawfully in the possession of the Recipient at the time of the disclosure 

(iii) Is subsequently obtained by the Recipient from a person owing no duty or confidence to 

the Discloser. 

 

4. Law and Jurisdiction. 
This agreement shall be construed and understood in accordance with Irish Law and the parties 

hereto submit to the non-exclusive jurisdiction of the Irish Courts. 

 

5. Termination 
This non-disclosure agreement (NDA) is intended to cover Confidential Information received by 

the Recipient both prior to, and subsequent to, the date of this NDA. This NDA will terminate upon 

the completion or termination of the parties' business relationship, provided however that the 

Recipient’s obligations with respect to Confidential Information will survive for X years following 

such completion or termination. 

 

 

SIGNED FOR AND ON BEHALF OF TEAGASC 
 

 

SIGNATURE: ____________________________________ 

 

PRINT NAME: ____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

SIGNED FOR AND ON BEHALF OF [INSERT THE COMPANY’S NAME] 
 

  

SIGNATURE: ____________________________________ 

 

PRINT NAME: ____________________________________ 
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APPENDIX 6 

SAMPLE MATERIAL TRANSFER AGREEMENT (MTA) 
 

THIS MATERIAL TRANSFER AGREEMENT made as of the [  ] day of [  ], 200[ ]  

BETWEEN 

 

TEAGASC, Ashtown Food Research Centre, Ashtown, Dublin 15, Ireland (hereafter referred to as 

PROVIDER) 

 

and- 

 

[INSERT NAME], at [INSERT ADDRESS] (hereafter referred to as RECIPIENT) 

 

 

 

The RECIPIENT and Teagasc agree the following Terms and Conditions: 

 

1. The MATERIAL covered by this agreement includes ___________ and any additional 

progeny or derivatives, which could not be made without the MATERIAL, and any related Know-

how which will be received under this agreement. 

 

2. The MATERIAL will be used by the RECIPENT solely for the purpose of the project entitled 

‘_______________’ under the direction of ___________ (hereinafter referred to as Recipient 

Authorised Representative), and may not be used for commercial purposes, 

without written approval from Teagasc. 

 

3. The MATERIAL shall not be used in human subjects or for clinical trials involving 

human subjects without the written approval of Teagasc. 

 

4. The MATERIAL is and shall remain the property of Teagasc and therefore will 

not be distributed or released to any third person other than the Recipient Authorised 

Representative, and his/her directly supervised co-workers. 

 

5. Teagasc reserves the right to use the MATERIAL for its own purposes and to 

distribute the MATERIAL to any other parties. 
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6. RECIPIENT shall inform Teagasc, in confidence, of research results related to the MATERIAL 

by providing a written manuscript to Teagasc describing the results, prior to submission for 

publication. If publications arise from using the MATERIAL, acknowledgement of and/or credit will 

be given as is scientifically appropriate. 

 

7. The MATERIAL is provided to the RECIPIENT on the understanding that the MATERIAL shall 

be used and disposed of in compliance with all laws and regulations that are relevant to said 

MATERIAL its, use, transfer and disposal. 

 

8. The MATERIAL is experimental in nature and is supplied to the RECIPIENT without 

any warranties, express or implied, warranties of merchantability and fitness for a particular use. 

Teagasc makes no representations that the use of the MATERIAL will not infringe any patent or 

proprietary rights of third parties. 

 

10. The RECIPIENT agrees to indemnify, defend and hold harmless Teagasc, its employees or 

agents, for all liabilities, demands, damages, expenses, and losses arising out of, or as a result of 

the use, handling, storage or disposal of the MATERIAL for any purpose, by the RECIPIENT, its 

customers or any third parties. 

 

11. Any inventions, discoveries or developments (hereinafter referred to as INVENTIONS), 

whether patentable or not, made by the RECIPIENT arising out of the studies, evaluations/or 

research directly to the use of the MATERIAL, shall be disclosed to Teagasc.  Teagasc may enter 

into negotiations in good faith to grant a nonexclusive licence to the RECIPIENT for the use of 

MATERIAL in the development of new INVENTIONS. Ownership of INVENTIONS, shall be 

determined by any applicable laws and regulations related to ownership and by mutual 

agreement between the RECIPIENT and Teagasc, taking into account the role and contribution of 

individuals involved in the research. 

 

12. This agreement shall be governed by the laws and regulation of Ireland. Any disputes arising 

out of or in connection with this agreement shall be settled in the first instance by the relevant 

court in Ireland.  

 

13. The RECIPIENT understands that no other right or licence to this MATERIAL or to its 

use is granted or implied as a result of providing the MATERIAL to the RECIPIENT. 
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SIGNED FOR AND ON BEHALF OF TEAGASC 
 

 

SIGNATURE: ____________________________________ 

 

PRINT NAME: ____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

SIGNED FOR AND ON BEHALF OF [INSERT RECIPIENTS NAME] 
 

  

SIGNATURE: ____________________________________ 

 

PRINT NAME: ____________________________________



 

 

 

 

 

 
For further information contact: 

Ciara Mc Donagh 
Ashtown Food Research Centre, Teagasc 
 
Phone +353 1 8059596 
Fax + 353 1 809550 
 
Email 
ciara.mcdonagh@teagasc.ie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 
 

Funded by The Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food under the National Development Plan 
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