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InterPig consists of representatives of a group of countries (currently 13) that

compare pig production costs on an annual basis using an agreed method.

Membership of the group has increased steadily from the initial six members in

2003 and now includes most of the main pig meat producing countries in the

European Community (EC) as well as Canada and Brazil. The data generated

allows comparisons to be made in the cost of production in the participant

countries. For Ireland, a comparison of production costs in the main EC pig meat

countries is of most immediate relevance. In particular, how do costs in Ireland

compare with those Denmark, the Netherlands, Germany, France and Spain?

Sow Output

The number of pigs produced per sow per year continues to increase in

participating countries while pig slaughter weights are generally being maintained

leading to substantial increases in the quantity of pig meat produced per sow per

year (Table 1).

Table 1: Sow productivity, carcass weights and pig meat produced per

sow per year in selected EC countries 2010

Country No. Pigs Produced

per Sow per Year

Average Cold

Carcass Weight

kg

Pig Meat Produced

per Sow per Year

kg

Denmark 26.24 81.4 2136

France 25.07 89.1 2234

Germany 23.42 93.2 2183

G Britain 20.76 78.3 1626

Ireland 23.89 78.9 1885

Netherlands 26.52 91.1 2416

Spain 22.31 80.8 1803

Ireland ranks below the Netherlands, Denmark and France in terms of sow

productivity. The lower carcass weights in Ireland, Britain and Spain relate to the

use of entire rather than castrate male pigs in these countries.

Increases in sow productivity are due mainly to increased numbers of pigs born

alive per litter but also to reduced post-weaning losses due to successful



vaccination programmes for Post Weaning Multisystemic Wasting Syndrome

(PMWS).

Feed Costs

Feed is by far and away the single largest item of cost in production. Following

the 2010 harvest pig feed prices increased by about 30% in line with the large

increase in the cost of feed ingredients. The feed cost per kg carcass weight is the

combination of the average composite feed price per tonne and the quantity of

feed fed to produce each kg of carcass (Table 2)

Table 2: Feed Efficiency, feed price and feed cost per kg carcass in

selected EC countries 2010

Country Feed per kg

Carcass Weight

kg

Average Composite

Feed Price per tonne

€

Feed Cost per kg

Carcass Weight

c

Denmark 3.73 212 78.9

France 3.76 203 76.4

Germany 3.77 214 80.7

G Britain 3.92 250 98.2

Ireland 3.68 243 89.6

Netherlands 3.45 220 75.8

Spain 3.84 238 91.3

The feed cost per kg carcass weight in Ireland in 2010 was 10.5c higher than

Denmark, 13.2c higher than France, 8.9c higher than Germany and 13.8c higher

than the Netherlands. This is an average of 11.6c per kg carcass weight.

While the efficiency of feed utilisation is better in Ireland than in other countries

the advantages created by lower carcass weights and the use of entire rather

than castrate male pigs must be taken into consideration. The advantage of

better feed efficiency in Ireland is offset by the high average composite feed price

per tonne. By comparison with Denmark, France Germany and the Netherlands

the average feed price in Ireland is about €31 per tonne higher.

Non- Feed Costs

Common costs are those costs that occur on all or the vast majority of pig units.

They include Labour, Healthcare, Energy, Repairs, Transport, AI, Stock

Depreciation and other miscellaneous costs.



The InterPig group calculate the cost of Interest and Depreciation on current

building costs and using typical interest rates for that year.

Table 3: Common costs, Interest and Depreciation costs and Total costs

in selected EC countries 2010 (c per kg carcass weight)

Country Common Costs Interest and

Depreciation Costs

Total Costs

Denmark 35.5 24.7 139

France 37.2 25.0 139

Germany 43.7 28.9 153

G Britain 48.0 25.9 172

Ireland 38.1 22.8 150

Netherlands 42.5 22.9 141

Spain 32.0 16.8 140

The InterPig calculation of Total Costs per kg carcass weight shows Ireland to be

significantly higher than Denmark, France, the Netherlands and Spain. These are

all in the range 139-141c per kg. Due to high non-feed costs the cost per kg in

Germany is higher than in Ireland. Production costs are highest in Great Britain of

these seven countries


