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In 2010 the number of pigs produced per sow per year in Teagasc PigSys 

recorded herds was 23.9. This is an increase of 0.6 pig compared to 2009. 

The average carcass weight of finisher pigs sold also increased to 78.9kg. Pig 

growth rates weaning to sale were broadly maintained at 657 grams per day 

while feed conversion weaning to sale deteriorated somewhat to 2.48 due in 

part to the increase in slaughter weights. 

 

Database 

The PigSys results for 2010 are from 98 herds with sows, with an average 

herd size of 654 sows and represent 43% of the national commercial sow 

herd. These herds are not a statistically representative sample of all 

commercial sow herds in the country.  There is very strong evidence to 

suggest that these recorded herds perform better than herds not using the 

PigSys recording system. As of January 2011, the national commercial sow 

herd was 150,700 sows (Teagasc pig herd survey) but it is likely that the herd 

was at about 155,000 sows in the middle of 2010. Based on 23.9 pigs 

produced per sow per year the expectation is that the average weekly pig 

disposals should be 71,250 head. In the first 6 months of 2011 the average 

weekly kill at licensed export premises was 53,380. Exports for slaughter in 

Northern Ireland averaged 11,440 per week. This total is 64,820.While there 

are some other live exports and some additional slaughterings at local 

authority approved premises, these will not bring total weekly disposals to 

71,250. 

The key performance indicators in recorded herds are shown in Table 1. 

 



Table 1: Key performance indicators in Pigsys recorded herds 2010 

 

Key Performance Indicator   

No. Pigs Produced per Sow per Year 23.9 

Average Slaughter Weight Dead kg 78.9 

Average Daily Gain Weaning to Sale g 657 

Feed Conversion Weaning to Sale g 2.48 

 

Sow Productivity 

The number of pigs produced per sow per year was 23.9 in recorded herds in 

2010. This increased sow output continues the upward trend of the last 

decade. Since 2000 the average number of pigs produced per sow per year 

has increased by 2.3 pigs from 21.6 to 23.9. Much of this improvement is due 

to the steady increase in the number of pigs born alive per litter. In 2010 the 

average number of pigs born alive per litter was over12 for the first time ever 

(12.01). This increased litter size is attributable to a combination of improved 

breeding programmes and better sow nutrition especially during lactation. 

These herds use 1.24 tonnes of feed per sow per year, on average. 

The top 25% of herds selected on the basis of sow productivity produced 

26.1 pigs per sow per year and had an average born alive per litter of 12.45 

pigs. 

 

Slaughter Weights 

The average carcass weight of pigs sold in 2010 was 78.9 kg. Average pig 

slaughter weights have increased steadily by, on average, just over 1 kg per 

annum over the last decade.  The increase last year compared to 2009 was 

0.5 kg. 

Based on 23.9 pigs produced per sow per year and an average finisher 

carcass weight of 78.9 kg each is producing, on average, 1886 kg of pig meat 

per sow per year. 



Further increases in slaughter weights are still possible but these will be 

curtailed by the upper weight limits set by slaughter plants and by the price 

penalties imposed on over-weight carcasses. 

 

Growth Rates  

Growth rates from weaning to sale were slightly lower (3 grams per day) than 

in 2009. Growth rates have increased significantly by 11% since 2006. 

Improvements in breeding programmes as well as more effective health 

protection programmes have both contributed significantly to this increase in 

growth rates. 

 

Feed Conversion 

As pig slaughter weights are increased, the feed conversion efficiency from 

weaning to sale can be expected to deteriorate slightly because heavier pigs 

convert feed less efficiently than lighter pigs. This would explain, but only 

partly, the deterioration of 0.03 recorded compared to 2009.Over the last 5 

years the feed conversion weaning to sale has fluctuated from year to year 

between 2.44 and 2.48. 

The top 25% of herds, selected on the basis of feed conversion weaning to 

sale, reported an average feed conversion of 2.23 and a growth rate of 694 

grams per day from weaning to sale at an average dead weight of 78.4 kg. 

For all recorded herds, when sow feed is included the total quantity of feed 

used per pig produced is 291.5 kg. This is 3.69 kg feed used per kg carcass 

produced in recorded herds. The corresponding figure in 2009 was 3.67 


