
Weather has led to an increase in liver fluke.

BY ANTHONY O'CONNOR*.

ANYTIME is a good time to treat your stock for liver fluke
disease. Now is the best time to treat all stock against all
stages of fluke before housing and the onset of winter.

Treatment should be repeated in 6-8 weeks time depending
on the product used. Dosing for fluke is essential for
breeding ewes and for pregnant cows/heifers.

And if you'll excuse the pun, it's `no fluke' that this year there
is a very high incidence of the disease in the region. This is
due to the high rainfall of the summer, followed by a mild
September, providing conditions suitable for the increase of
the mud snail, the intermediate host of the fluke. This in turn
has led to a sharp increase in the production of the infective
stage of the parasite.

Fluke damage: For any farmer who has seen flukes wiggle
from the condemned livers of slaughtered animals at meat
factories or abattoirs, it's a sight to turn your stomach.
However damaged livers are just the tip of the iceberg.

Depending on the level of infection liver fluke may:

 cause lack of thrive
 poor appetite
 a reduced weight gain of up to 20% in cattle and up to

30% in sheep
 A reduction in milk production of up to 8% in cows, both

Suckler and dairy.



• Fertility can suffer in breeding stock.

• Beef cattle affected by fluke may take an extra eighty days
to reach market weights.

• Up to 50% of infected livers can be condemned at meat
plants.

• Severe infection may cause death due to anaemia in young
animals, particularly in lambs.

• Liver fluke can occasionally result in sudden death by
triggering certain clostridia diseases of cattle.

Check the withdrawal period for any product purchased.
Most of the fluke only injections/drenches have at least a fifty
day withdrawal period. This is especially important for
finishing cattle.

• Only treat dairy cows when they are dried off, paying
particular attention to the withdrawal period for milk supply.

• Combination products which kill fluke, worms and other
parasites are available in the-form of pour-ons etc. However,
some of these products will not kill all stages of the fluke.

• Consider taking faecal samples, have them analysed at a
veterinary laboratory, then draw up a fluke control plan with
your vet.

• In recent years, drug resistant strains of fluke have
appeared in Ireland. Change flukicide type every few years
to prevent the build up of resistance on farms.



Liver fluke infection may also impact on other infectious
diseases such as Salmonella and Tuberculosis.

Fluke Treatment: Some suggestions when treating for fluke:

• All bought in stock should be treated for all stages of fluke.

• Farms with a history of fluke need to treat animals
routinely.

• Outwintered stock need to be treated again in 6-8 weeks
against all stages of the fluke.

• Before you start dosing for fluke, check the product label to
see if it kills early, immature and adult fluke.

• The price of fluke drenches varies between €2 and €4.50
for a 600kg animal, so shop around and consult your vet for
advice.

* Anthony O'Connor is a drystock adviser with Teagasc,
Athenry. Comments to anthony. oconnor@tagasc. ie.


