
Cut Foliage Fact Sheet No. 5

Introduction

A native of the Balkans and the Caspian region, Prunus laurocerasus the

common or cherry laurel is commonly grown as a hedge in Ireland and if

unclipped can reach a height of 15m. The medium green coloured bright

foliage stems is what the customer demands when grown for foliage. The

stems are used as ‘fillers’ in mixed flower bouquets, supplying an increasing

export market to specialist bouquet companies in the UK and Holland, who in

turn supply the major supermarkets and other retail outlets.

Site & Soil Requirements

The site must be well sheltered from prevailing winds. While a south-facing

aspect is desirable it is not essential. The site must be accessible.

The soil must be deep and well drained. Aim for a pH of 6.5 and a good
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balance of phosphate, potash and magnesium. A soil analysis is recommended

prior to cultivation.

Varieties/Cultivars

While the common laurel Prunus laurocerasus ‘Rotundifolia’ is marketed, the

main cultivars grown for foliage are Prunus laurocerasus ‘Etna’ and

‘Caucasica’ A new cultivar, P.l ‘Novita’ is currently being trialled.

Plants

Plants are supplied by specialist

propagators. Plants are

generally raised from cuttings

which are taken in the autumn

and good bushy 9 cm plants

(liners) should be ready for

planting out 18 months later, in

the spring period.

Soil Preparation

It is critical that the site has first been cleared of perennial weeds by

spraying off, using a mixture of Glyphosate (Roundup) and Carfentrozone-

Ethyl (Spotlight Plus).

Young plants are planted on the flat or on a raised ridge following the
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standard cultivations of ploughing and rotovation. The crop is not tolerant of

any prolonged periods of water logging of the soil.

Plant density

Planting is carried out in rows 2m apart, with plants also 2m apart in the row.

This gives an overall plant density of approximately 2200 plants per ha (900

plants/ac) . A 3m wide tramline should be left every 10-12 meters,

depending on tractor and sprayer widths, to facilitate tractor operations

and ease of harvesting. Higher density systems can be used but a more

intense level of plantation management is then required.

The picture below shows a typical planting density and layout.
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Weed Control

It is very important to keep plantations free of weeds, particularly in the

first few years of establishment, after which the developing crop canopy

smothers out most non-perennial weeds.

While the use of mypex or a plastic membrane on the planted row in

conjunction with a mowed grass or cultivated strip between rows is

sometimes recommended as a weed control measure, the most common

method is the use of carefully chosen residual and selective contact

herbicides.

The choice of herbicides to maintain clean plantations depends on the weed

spectrum, but products such as Stomp Aqua (pendimethalin), Ronstar liquid

(oxadiazon), Venzar (Lenacil) and Kerb 50 W (Propyzamide) have label

recommendations for overall or directed application.

Spot treatment of perennial weeds with Roundup or hormone weedkillers is

sometimes necessary in foliage plantations, even when crops are well

established.

Safety, legal and economic considerations dictate that herbicides must be

used with great care in following the manufacturer’s recommendations of

timing, dosage and accuracy of application. Contact your adviser for the

most suitable method of weed control for your site and up-to-date herbicide

recommendations.
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Nutrition

The use of nitrogen will result in good growth response. Apply up to 70 - 100

kg/ha nitrogen in the Spring.

Some growers apply a compound fertiliser such as 7-6-17+ Sulphur to

maintain a balance of nutrients.

Pruning

Little if any pruning takes

place in the first 2-3

years and then judicious

harvesting which should

result in most of the

suitable stems being cut

will ensure the bushes are

kept in shape. Once fully

established at year 4,

Laurel will respond to

hard cutting at harvest.

Try to ensure that the bushes are kept in shape by aiming to prune to within

40-50cm of ground level annually. This generally results in a good flush of

shoots annually that go on to reach the desired stem length for market.

Teagasc have trials in train examining optimum pruning regimes for the main

cultivars.
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Pests and Diseases

There are a number of pests in particular that can cause damage to the cut

foliage rendering the stems unmarketable if not controlled. There is zero

tolerance of holes or blemishes in the leaves of cut stems.

Common Green Capsid (Lygocoris pabulinus) starts to cause damage in early

Spring with resultant damage resulting in ragged holes on the young leaves.

Pictures show the pest

and type of damage to

expect. Insecticide

sprays will be necessary

starting in April and

occasionally during the

season as a couple of

generations persist.

Control measures are outlined in Appendix 1.

Caterpillars of the caranation tortrix

(Cacoecimorpha pronubana) can be

problematic and monitoring for pest

activity is necessary during the growing

season. Insecticide treatments are

justified when larvae are seen. See

Appendix 1 for control measures.
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Citrus Red Mite (Panonychus citri)

is becoming more prevalent in

recent years in the Hardy Nursery

stock trade. It is rare on cut

foliage. Paling of the foliage is

caused by the mites feeding on the

undersides of the leaves.

Recognised by red eggs rather than

colourless ones as in 2-spotted

spider mite. Severe infestations of

the pest can cause webbing and can

result in defoliation. Contact your adviser if you suspect a problem.

Vine Weevil (Otiorhynchus sulcatus)

A common pest of container nursery

stock and can also be found in field

crops. Adults are 6-8mm long, wingless

and black, with pale orange flecks on

their backs. They usually feed at night,

causing leaf edge notching. Symptoms

can sometimes be confused with

damage by weather and physiological

effects. Contact your adviser if you

suspect Vine Weevil damage as control measures are quite specific in terms

of what pesticides are permitted for use and timing.
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Slugs – have been found to be

problematic particularly in wet

seasons with damage seen from

early spring right through to the

Autumn. Monitoring is

recommended and treatment with

a Methicarb based product is

generally effective if problems

are encountered.

Shot Hole is a common problem on

laurel caused by the bacterial

pathogen Pseudomonas syringae pv

syringae. It is noticeable by the

round reddish spots with a darker

centre which drop out to give a

characteristic appearance of being

torn apart with shotgun pellets.

The symptoms can be easily

mistaken for insect damage. Regular application of copper based products

offer the best means of controlling a shot hole problem. See Appendix 1.

Stigmina (Stigmina carpophila) is a fungal leaf spot shot hole.

The disease is also known as Coryneum blight. Symptoms are similar to those

of bacterial shot hole. Copper applied for bacterial shot hole will provide

some control.
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Downy Mildew (Peronospora sparsa) is one of the most serious fungal

diseases of laurel and has been very

prevalent in the wet summer of

2012. Symptoms usually consist of

large yellow/brown irregular shaped

blotches on the upper leaf surface

is seen with a matching gray/yellow

or white sporulation on the leaf

underside. Can infect quickly in

periods of wet humid ‘blighty’

weather conditions. Potato blight

warnings are a good indicator of when infection periods are likely. A

preventative program must be implemented in a wet season. See Appendix 1.

Disorders

Marginal leaf necrosis is a physiological problem associated with poor or

stressful growing conditions - ie

waterlogging, drought or in some

cases weather damage where wind can

damage the young foliage in the early

summer period. The marginal leaf

necrosis turns brown and can typically

drop off giving the leaf margin a

notched appearance. This notching can easily be confused with insect

damage ie vine weevil or slugs.
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Harvesting and Processing

Laurel is normally harvested during from October through to April. All

harvesting is done using a hand held secateurs. Generally well-furnished

stems, 45 to 60cm in length are carefully selected for quality of leaf and

shoot balance. The first stems are fit to cut in the third growing season

with full cropping potential being reached from the fourth year onwards.

In most cases all grading is carried out in the field. Stems are bunched in

10’s and then transported to the packing shed where they are stood in water

overnight and kept cool prior to packing.

The processing operation consists of tying the 10 stem bunches in bigger

bundles of 150 stems and placing in a bucket containing 1 inch of water.

These buckets are then placed on a Danish trolly on which they are

transported.

Post harvest treatment

It has been common practice for the past number of years to treat the

stems harvested during the summer period and those cut in the early part

of the season (Sept/Oct) with a post harvest preservative in order to

maintain quality and subsequent freshness of the foliage. The most common

pre-treatment used is Chrysal RVB Clear, which is added to this post

harvest immersion of 48 hours duration, prior to placing stems in buckets

before shipping.
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Costs & Returns

With laurel, some stems are harvested in the third year (20,000 - 30,000

stems/ha) with full economic yield (up to 80,000 stems/ha) not reached

until the fourth year. The crop continues to yield for a further 12-15 years

if managed correctly. For a crop grown on a bare soil system, from an initial

investment of €3000 per ha, a gross return of €6000 per ha is achievable

from the fourth year onwards. Net return depends on the grower’s

involvement as most of the annual plantation cost is labour (maintenance &

harvest). Even when labour for harvest is included a net return of €1750 to

€2000 per ha is

achievable. For more

detailed information on

costs and returns,

contact the Teagasc cut

foliage development

specialist.

These notes were prepared by Andy Whelton, Teagasc Horticultural Devel-

opment Unit. With thanks to Matthew Lohan & Michael Gaffney of Tea-

gasc and HDC for some of the information provided in these notes.

For further information, contact Andy Whelton, Teagasc Horticultural De-

velopment Unit Tel: 087 7848065
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Crop stage Pesticide Rate/ha Targets

Late March/
Early April Ridomil Gold 2 kg Downy Mildew (systemic)

plus Calypso/Biscaya 0.4 lit Capsid (systemic)

plus Cuprokylt copper 0.35 kg Shot hole (protectant)

21 days
later Acrobat 2kg

Downy Mildew (protectant & moderate
eradicant)

plus Karate 0.15 lit Capsid (systemic)

plus Cuprokylt copper 0.35 kg Shot hole (protectant)

21 days
later Infinito 1.6 lit Downy Mildew (systemic & protectant)

plus Calypso/Biscaya 0.4 lit Capsid (systemic)

plus Cuprokylt copper 0.35 kg Shot hole (protectant)

June - Au-
gust * See note Downy Mildew (protectants/eradicant)

plus ** Karate 0.15 lit Caterpillar/Capsid (contact)

plus Cuprokylt copper 0.35 kg Shot hole (protectant)

Sept/Oct * See note Downy Mildew (protectant/eradicant)

plus ** Calypso 0.4 lit Capsid (systemic)

Notes:

Water volume - 300-350 l/ha - fine spray - spray onto dry foliage and allow to dry on.

* continue with spray programe for Downy Mildew if weather remains unsettled during summer months and blight
warnings in operation
Alternate products such as Infinito & Acrobat. In the event of an outbreak - use Curzate M 3 times at 4 day inter-
vals to clear infection

** Monitor crops for evidence of caterpillar/tortrix and treat as necessary - choose from Karate, Decis,
Toppel

Slugs - monitor using traps for activity during periods of unsettled weather particularly in Spring and during the
summer months.
Treat with Methiocarb slug pellets at 5 kg/ha if necessary. Retreat crops particularly headlands if
problems persist.

Appendix 1: Laurel Pest & Disease Control Program


