
FBD urges all farmers to think safety first and make safety a 
priority. Farming is a dangerous occupation and it’s a fact that 
more fatal accidents occur on farms than in any other workplace. 
This is a disturbing fact that we can and must change. Most 
accidents can be prevented by managing health and safety 
on the farm and ensuring that safe behavioural work practices 
are carried out at all times.  Commit yourself to farm safety by 

ensuring that the following safety measures are observed:

8 STEPS TO FARM SAFETY
Carry out a risk assessment 
of your farm and complete 
the Agricultural Code of 
Practice Risk Assessment 
Document (go to www.
farmsafely.com) or a Safety 
Statement and ensure 
everybody who works 
on your farm reads and 
understands it. Ensure 
that every hazard and 
the associated risks are 
identified, and that the 
appropriate safety control 
measures are put in place.

Only allow competent 
persons to operate tractors 
and ensure that all tractors 
are maintained in a safe 
working condition. It should 
be noted that many farmers 
have been fatally crushed by 
rolling tractors, as a result 
of the handbrake not being 
applied properly or not being 
maintained in good working 
condition. 

Check that all machine 
guards (especially the PTO 
shaft) are maintained in 
good condition and are 
replaced if damaged or 
missing. Never operate an 
unguarded machine.

Ensure that all livestock are 
handled in a safe manner 
and that safe handling 
facilities are used. Particular 
care must be taken with 
all bulls, cows at calving 
time, and when testing 
and loading or unloading 
livestock.

Check that all slurry tanks 
and lagoons are covered or 
fenced off safely.  Hydrogen 
Sulphide, a highly toxic 
gas, is released when 
agitating. Because of this, 
it is essential that you only 
agitate on a windy day, 
evacuate and ventilate the 
shed before agitating and 
wait at least 30 minutes 
after agitating before re-
entering the shed.

Create a safe play area 
for children and never 
allow young children to be 
unaccompanied on the farm. 

It is essential that age and 
health related risk factors of 
elderly farmers are recognised 
and that expectations, working 
procedures and physical 
activities are modified 
accordingly. Almost 40% of 
farm fatalities involve persons 
over 65 and most of these 
have been caused by reversing 
machinery and attacks by 
animals. This would suggest 
that lack of mobility and 
flexibility can play a major part 
in elderly farmers being unable 
to avoid these accidents.

Stop 
Taking 
Risks

Be a 
Champion 

for 
Change

Always Think Safety First 
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