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The only certainty is uncertainty. This truism

from an unlikely source, John Allen Paulos (born

July 4, 1945), an American professor of

mathematics at Temple University in

Philadelphia, could be the one that best

summarises where farmers find themselves

toward the end of 2016. Amid increased

uncertainty, the future will no doubt be different

and we must manage this.

In Teagasc, we are fortunate to be part of a

vibrant industry that is full of positive people

who work for a vision of a better life and get

fulfilment from the achievement of producing

quality products and satisfied customers. We are

constantly reminded of the balance of nature

and the contribution of farming to a better

future for all, especially family and community.

Staff in Teagasc believe in their ability to support

farmers and their farming businesses and in their

own development through a long-term

relationship. This is how we in Teagasc see the

biggest impact.

Appetite for knowledge
In advisory work over the last year, staff 

numbers have stabilised and although there 

have been some retirements, all have been

replaced. The additional workload from schemes

has been shared out with consultants and

contractors and this new approach has helped 

us to deliver more business and technology

services to farmer clients. There is a huge appetite

among farmers for technical information, as

demonstrated by the large attendances at all

seminars, farm walks, and open day events. The

new Technology Group Scheme has started and

will encourage more farmers to participate in

local discussion groups long into the future. 

This model of regular group meetings is now 

the proven model for the development of
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farmers through learning and practice adoption.

In education, we have huge numbers of young

farmers who signed up for and are currently

completing courses and approximately 4,200

who will need training over the next few years.

The intake of students into the two-year college-

based agriculture courses was lower this year,

showing a lowering of demand. We will offer

places to all who are on our waiting lists over 

the next few years as we catch up with the

demand. We must be confident, if not certain,

that these young people will be better able to

manage uncertainty and have successful farming

careers ahead. 

Finally as Director of Knowledge Transfer in

Teagasc, I would like to wish all our clients,

students and customers a Happy Christmas and

a prosperous 2017.

Tom Kelly,

Director, Knowledge Transfer

For further information on any issues raised in this newsletter, or to access other
enterprise newsletters, please contact your local Teagasc adviser or see www.teagasc.ie.

There is a huge appetite among farmers for technical information as demonstrated by the large attendances at all
seminars, farm walks, and open day events.


