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It's a safe bet that in pasture land on many farms Rushes have emerged
and increased in recent years. Rushes are a tough, durable weed species
and are not easily controlled.
The global warming/wetting weather of recent years and the resultant
poaching has left many swards open to invasion by Rushes. Although
associated with wet soils, clumps of rushes are now a common sight in
pasture fields in drier areas.
Rushes occur mainly on wetter soils, with lower soil fertility levels.
Open or damaged swards are more susceptible to infestations as they
provide space for the rush to establish.
Species:
Soft Rush is the most common type of rush in Ireland. This perennial
weed species is characterised by an erect mode of growth with no leaves
and a very tough outer skin.
It expands through the production of short creeping runners to form new
shoots and ultimately new plants develop. Plants that go undisturbed can
grow into clumps over one metre tall. Soft rush normally flowers during
June/July but flowering will be delayed in colder areas.

Grassland Management:
Rushes can produce up to 8,500 seeds per fertile shoot every year.
However, they only germinate if conditions are favourable and allow
them to do so. Thus, maintaining a fertile, dense, leafy grass sward is the
best method to prevent Rushes establishing and spreading. Encouraging
grass growth will, in turn, reduce the existence of rushes in fields. With
this in mind, having a fertile soil with adequate levels of Nitrogen,
Phosphorous and Potassium along with a suitable pH for grass growth is
critical. Avoid any poaching, overgrazing or damage to grass swards.

Control:
This needs to be a combination of improving drainage, grazing



management, fertiliser application, topping and chemical control.
Fertiliser should only be spread in conjunction with grazing and topping
to promote grass growth, while restricting Rushes emergence.
Livestock tend not to graze rushes but cattle on well managed swards
can help limit Rushes expansion.
Chemical Control:
The first step to treating all rushes is the topping/mowing of mature
rushes. Whether you are licking or spraying, topping is advised to
promote fresh green re-growth capable of taking in the herbicide. This
also helps weaken the food reserves within the plant. This needs to be
done 3 weeks in advance of spraying. Remove any mown Rushes before
spraying.
Non GLAS Grassland:
Soft rush can be controlled with MCPA or 2, 4-D applied in June or July
when growth conditions are good. A wetting agent can improve the
spray sticking to the slender rush 'target' at the correct rate these
herbicides will control rushes but will stunt grass growth. These
herbicides will check or damage White Clover.

GLAS Grassland:
Spraying of Rushes is not permitted on land parcels on farms
participating in the GLAS Scheme who have chosen to undertake the
Low Input Permanent Pasture or the Traditional Hay Meadow option in
this Scheme. Boom spraying with herbicides will damage the grassland
plant species present in the sward. This could result in a penalty under
Cross Compliance. Spraying is not permitted in any SAC areas. Rushes
can be controlled by topping after the 15 July.
Consult your GLAS Planner if considering any control of Rushes in land
parcels involved in the GLAS scheme.
If using any herbicide on Rushes, the following is suggested;
Read product label carefully and follow recommended rates. Spray in
the cool of evening or early morning to avoid scorching of grass. Avoid
grazing sprayed areas for 10 days post spraying.



Caption for Photo:
"Control Rushes in pasture land before they limit sward
productivity".


