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Get with the program
PastureBase Ireland
analyses grassland data
gathered from Irish
farms. Those who make
use of the internet tool
achieve better grass
management and
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astureBase Ireland (PBI) is
an internet-based grassland
management tool. In operation
since 2013, it offers farmers grassland
decision support and stores a vast
quantity of grassland data from dairy,
beef and sheep farmers in a central
national database. At the moment,
the vast majority of farms recording grass measurements on PBI are
dairy farms. Drystock farms account
for just 10% to 15% and our aim is
to greatly increase participation by
cattle, dairy and sheep farms.
What PBI is telling us is that farmers must have a good handle on current grass supply in order to manage
grass well. If you don’t know your
farm covers, grass demand and grass
growth, it is virtually impossible to
operate a high-output grass-based sysWHP$NH\IDFWRULQWKHSURoWDELOLW\
of any farm is to make use of the feed
resource produced inside the farm
gate. Relying on imported feed leaves
you very exposed in the current volatile environment.

Grass Dry Matter (DM) production on
all PastureBase Ireland farms

There is huge variation in grass DM
production and utilisation on Irish
farms. High grass DM production can
be achieved on all farms with good
grazing and soil fertility management, regardless of where they are
in the country. This is one of the key
oQGLQJVIURP3DVWXUH%DVH,UHODQG
Differences in stocking rate, soil
fertility and grazing management
practices all contribute to this variation. Most farms have the potential
to increase their DM production substantially. Data from 2014 showed that
increasing grass utilised by 1t DM/ha
LQFUHDVHGQHWSURoWE\XSWR KD
on dairy farms, while 1t DM/ha extra

Breaking new ground
– PastureBase Ireland
& AgriNet Grass
At the National Ploughing Championships, the formal merger of these
two grassland software packages
was launched. There is now one
grassland package for 2017: PastureBase Ireland.
The merger offers Irish farmers
world-leading grassland software to
aid decision-making on their farm.
It will also mean that Irish grassland
data will be stored in a national
DATABASEFORTHEBENElTOF)RISH
farmers.
The merger brings together all
commercial farm grassland data in
one system and will leverage the
knowledge base of both organisations to develop and improve the
system. Ireland as a nation is well
ahead of our international competitors in this area and this merger will
allow us to build on this advantage.

utilised on a drystock farm is worth
KD
Dairy farms in PastureBase Ireland
have grown between 12t and 14t DM/
ha/year over the past three years
(2013-15); drystock farms using the
system have grown between 10.5t
and 12.3t DM/ha/year for the same
period. An important aspect of the
grass production data is that the
highest-producing farms have little
variation between paddocks. Lessproductive farms tend to have much
greater variation between individual
paddocks.

The number of grazings from each
paddock is key driver of success.
PastureBase Ireland has highlighted
that every extra grazing achieved per
SDGGRFNLVZRUWKNJ'0KD$
high proportion of drystock farms
have too few paddocks and too many
large paddocks.
As a result, livestock are grazing
these paddocks for too long (up to
two weeks). The productivity of
WKHVHSDGGRFNVLVWKHQVLJQLoFDQWO\
reduced. Where regrowths are not
protected, they are being continually
regrazed, nitrogen application is not
up to date and rotation length is nonexistent.
3DVWXUH%DVH,UHODQGKDVLGHQWLoHG
that one new paddock on a farm will
JLYHoYHH[WUDJUD]LQJVRQWKHIDUP
for the year. Sub-dividing a farm into
paddocks of appropriate area means
the number of grazings and DM production will increase.

Key components in producing high
quantities of grass:

vRotational grazing system – paddock
system.
vGood farm infrastructure, i.e.
appropriately sized paddocks and
roadways.
vMaximising spring grazing – early
WXUQRXWDQGoQLVKLQJWKHoUVWURWDtion on time.
v$GGUHVVLQJDQ\VRLOIHUWLOLW\GHoFLWV
annually.
vRecording farm covers regularly
(totalling more than 25 farm walks/
year).
vMaking decisions weekly based on
the information generated after each
cover measurement.
vAchieving a high number of grazings per paddock per year – top farms
are achieving more than 10 grazings
per paddock per year.
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James Barber has been exploiting the advantages of PastureBase
Ireland. The Laois dairy farmer won
a Stephen Cullinane scholarship with
Macra which took him to New ZeaODQGDQGKHZDVoUVWLQWURGXFHGWR
grass measuring and budgeting when
working on a dairy farm there:
“Spring and autumn planners, budgets and grass wedges were the norm
in New Zealand at that time. Farmers
who were measuring and managing
JUDVVZHUHDOZD\VSURoWDEOHHYHQ
in a low milk price year. From there,
I have a clear focus on growing and
utilising as much grass as I can on
my own farm.”
James walks his farm every Monday, which typically takes one and
a half to two hours. He then enters
the covers on to PastureBase Ireland.
“Managing grass isn’t simple, there
can be too much or too little. PastureBase helps me manage what I have
today and what I need to do over the
QH[WoYHRUVL[GD\V$IWHUHQWHULQJ
WKHoJXUHVRQO\DERXWPLQXWHVDUH
required to plan for the week ahead.”
This year, James has recorded 37
farm covers on PastureBase Ireland.
“The length of the grazing season is
a big key performance indicator for
me,” says James. “The more days that
cows are out grazing, the lower my
costs of production are going to be.”
Last year, cows were grazing for an
impressive 287 days on James’ farm.
This includes both on/off grazing at
the shoulders and out-grazing day
and night. It is no surprise that James
JUHZRYHUWRI JUDVV'0SHUKHFWDUH
LQDQGLVRQWDUJHWWRH[FHHGW
this year.
“PastureBase is a great way of creating discussion, especially when our
group meets up once a month,” says
-DPHVk:HFDQVHHDOOWKHoJXUHVLW V
great for benchmarking where my
farm is compared with other members in the group.”

County Louth sheep BETTER
farmer Peadar Kearney is also seeing
WKHEHQHoWVRI PHDVXULQJDQGUHFRUGing farm covers on PastureBase
,UHODQGk$IWHUZDONLQJWKHIDUPDQG
entering the covers on PastureBase, I
see a snapshot of current grass supSO\yVD\V3HDGDUk7KHWKUHHoJXUHV

CONCLUSION
It is clear that Ireland has incredible potential to increase
annual DM production with a better focus on grazing management. The Food Wise 2025 target is for grass utilisation
to increase by 2t DM/ha on all Irish farms.
More importantly, individual farmers can potentially
increase their incomes by managing grass and using
PastureBase Ireland.
PastureBase Ireland is a free online grassland management decision tool available to all farmers in Ireland. To get
more information or to sign up, email pasturebaseadmin@
teagasc.ie.

I always keep an eye on are growth,
demand and number of days ahead.
The system calculates these for you in
seconds!”
7KH$UGHHPDQMRLQHGWKH%(77(5
IDUPSURJUDPPHLQk7KHoUVW
thing I needed to implement was a
rotational grazing system which you
cannot do until you have paddocks
and more importantly, the correct size
of paddock for your group of stock.”
Peadar now has his home farm
GLYLGHGLQWRSHUPDQHQWGLYLVLRQV
'XULQJWKHVXPPHUWHPSRUDU\IHQFing is used to divide paddocks further
to manage grass when growth rates
are high. “PastureBase has helped
me identify paddocks that were not
SHUIRUPLQJRQWKHKRPHEORFN$IWHU
looking at the paddock summary
report, it was clear that two paddocks
needed investigation. Both paddocks
were soil tested and subsequently
reseeded earlier this year.”
$VIDUPHUVHQWHUZHHNO\JUDVVFRYers, this information is saved in the
national database. This is a huge asset for the whole grassland industry
WRKDYHDQGLVWKHoUVWRI LWVNLQGLQ
the world.
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BOBMAN
Bedding Machines

BOBMAN Value Your Time

CLEANS 150 CUBICLES
IN UNDER 5 MINUTES
Features
3-in-1 – The BOBMAN bedding
machines scrape the slats, sweep the
stalls and spread an even layer of
bedding all in only one pass!
Reduces somatic cell count
The BOBMAN spreaders make regular
cleaning and maintenance work easy.
Using the BOBMAN on a regular
basis will improve hygiene in the
cow housing, prevent diseases and
maintain good health and well-being
of the cows, leading to high volume
and quality milk.
Time and labour saving
Save on the amount of bedding
materials used
Healthy and comfy cow cubicle beds
Moreway Ltd
086 8130876 or 01 5332875
Email - info@bobman.ie
web www.bobman.ie
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