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Welcome to the Teagasc Prospectus of Courses for 2107

A major Teagasc study highlighted the exceptionally high returns to investment in agricultural 
education that occurs in an Irish context both to the individual and to the country at large.  The 
core benefits of agricultural education and training are to help farmers to more efficiently access 
and utilise information, to adopt new technologies, to enhance problem solving and to help 
farmers to better manage farm resources. 

Teagasc Education Strategic Vision Project
The recent Food Wise 2025 report sets out the national vision for all areas of the Irish agri-food 
and land based sectors.  It emphasises the need for sustainability, growth, competitiveness, 
market development and innovation in all sectors.  Food Wise 2025 also identifies education 
and training and up-skilling as core requirements if the Irish agri-food and land based sectors 
are to grasp opportunities and manage challenges successfully.  The land based sector needs to 
identify the key job and management skillsets necessary to ensure a vibrant sector for the future.  
There is also a need to develop structured education and career pathways to ensure that the land 
based sector can offer attractive career choices for school leavers and others.   The primary focus 
of Teagasc education will be to develop and equip entrants to full or part time farming or other 
areas of the land based sector in terms of their personal, technical, and business skillsets.

To identify future education needs across the land-based sector, Teagasc has established a 
Teagasc Education Strategic Vision project.  The project will be overseen by a steering group 
that comprises members from the agricultural and education sectors as well as international 
representatives.  A key part of the process will be to consult with and get feedback from 
stakeholders.  The final report of the Teagasc Education Strategic Vision project will be issued in 
2017.

Level 5 and Level 6 Agricultural Award Review
Teagasc under the auspices of Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI), has led a review of the 
Level 5 and 6 suite of agricultural awards.  This review involved other industry stakeholders and 
focussed on the essential knowledge, skills and competencies requirements that full time and 
part time farmers will need to meet emerging industry needs.

College Open Days
Teagasc agricultural and horticultural colleges and Teagasc supported private colleges hold 
college open days each autumn and spring for potential applicants and their families.  

Further information can be obtained from the college of your choice.

Tony Pettit
Head of Education, Teagasc

Visit the education pages on our website www.teagasc.ie for additional information.
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Teagasc Education Quality Assurance
Teagasc’s education and training programmes for young people entering careers in agriculture, 
horticulture and related land-based enterprises are benchmarked to the best 
international standards.

National Accreditation
Teagasc Level 5 and 6 further education programmes lead to QQI accredited awards. These 
programmes are submitted to QQI for validation purposes. Teagasc adheres to QQI quality 
assurance guidelines and principles.

Teagasc Protection for Learners
Teagasc was established under the Agriculture (Research, Training and Advice) Act, 1988. 
Under the Act one of the statutory responsibilities of Teagasc is “to provide, or procure the 
provision of, educational training and advisory services in agriculture...”

In keeping with its statutory responsibility Teagasc has and will continue to protect learners.  In 
the event of a private college or Teagasc college/centre ceasing to provide training programmes 
Teagasc will arrange for an adjacent college or local centre to deliver the outstanding education 
and training programme requirements.

Higher Level Courses
Higher level education programmes in agriculture, horticulture, agri-business, agricultural 
mechanisation and equine studies, with recruitment through the Central Applications Office 
(CAO) system, are provided jointly with higher level institutions.

Further Education Courses
Further education and training programmes are available in agriculture, horticulture, forestry 
and equine. These courses are available at colleges and at regional Teagasc centres depending on 
demand. To meet the needs of part-time farmers, part-time courses are run at some locations. 
Holders of QQI Further Education awards, at merit or distinction, can transfer to QQI Higher 
Education Awards programmes at appropriate stages.

Higher Education Links Scheme
The Higher Education Links Scheme enables holders of Further Education awards to apply for 
a quota of higher education courses. Specific further education courses are linked with specific 
higher education courses. Applicants for a higher education course, covered by the Scheme, are 
made through the standard CAO form. Applicants should check details of the higher education 
links scheme with the relevant Institute of Technology/University.

Access and Disability Policy
Students with recognised disabilities should indicate their disability on the Teagasc Course 
Application Form and provide any other details as requested.

All such information will be treated confidentially. Teagasc will endeavour to provide 
appropriate support and reasonable examination accommodation based on the individual’s 
needs assessment.

Young Learners’ and Vulnerable Adults Protection Policy
Teagasc implements a young learners and vulnerable adults policy.
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Further Education Links to Higher Education
Listed below are the Teagasc Programmes (accredited by QQI) Linked with Higher 
Education Courses

QQI Certificate Linked IT Courses
Agriculture 5M2373 Cork Institute of Technology

CR010     Higher Certificate in Agriculture/ BSc in Agriculture

Dundalk Institute of Technology
DK685    Higher Certificate in Agriculture
DKA80   Bachelor of Science in Agriculture
DKA84   BSc (Hons) in Sustainable Agriculture
DK882    BSc (Hons) in Agriculture 

Galway-Mayo Institute of Technology 
GA172    Bachelor of Business in Rural Enterprise and Agri Business
GA777    Bachelor of Science in Agriculture and Environment Management

Waterford Institute of Technology 
WD078   Bachelor of Science in Agricultural Science
WD126   Bachelor of Science in Agriculture

Limerick Institute of Technology 
LC284     Higher Certificate in Agricultural Mechanisation

Tralee Institute of Technology
TL748     BSc in Science, Agricultural Science

Forestry 5M3425 Waterford Institute of Technology
WD076   Bachelor of Science in Forestry

Horsemanship 5M3371 Athlone Institute of Technology
AL652     Higher Certificate in Business in Equine Studies 

Horticulture 5M2586 Waterford Institute of Technology
WD096 Bachelor of Science in Horticulture - (Kildalton College)

WD097 Bachelor of Science in Horticulture - (National Botanic 
Gardens)

Please note: Applicants presenting Level 5 or Level 6 major awards to gain entry to courses in 
Higher Education Institutes must consult with the Higher Education Institute, and the CAO 
website, for information on the admission process and for details of any essential awards 
required. 
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The National Framework of Qualifications (NFQ)

Ten Level System

The National Framework of Qualifications (NFQ) is a ten-level system (1-10) giving an 
academic or vocational value to qualifications obtained in Ireland.

The NFQ levels help indicate how an award can be used for training, education, and 
employment opportunities.  Each level is based on nationally agreed standards of what a 
learner is expected to know and be able to do after receiving an award.

The National Framework of Qualifications
• Ensures awards obtained in Ireland are quality assured and recognised internationally
• Is part of a system for comparing Irish and International Awards
• Supports lifelong learning by recognising knowledge and skills within a comparative 
 framework event if they are not recognised by a formal award
• Provides a system of establishing eligibility in learning processes for access, transfer 
 and progression
• Recognises awards made by professional bodies

Source: QQI National Framework of Qualifications web page

Contact Details:
Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI)
26/27 Denzille Lane
Dublin 2
D02 P266
Ireland
Phone:  01 9058100
Web: www.qqi.ie
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Education Requirements for Schemes

Scheme Scheme Education Requirements (Minimum)

1   Revenue - Stamp Duty Exemption

QQI Level 6 Specific Purpose Certificate in 
Farm Administration (Teagasc Green Cert)
Or
*Equivalent Qualification

2   Revenue - Agricultural Stock Relief

QQI Level 6 Specific Purpose Certificate in 
Farm Administration (Teagasc Green Cert)
Or
*Equivalent Qualification

3   DAFM - New Entrant in a Registered Farm Partnership

QQI Level 6 Specific Purpose Certificate in 
Farm Administration (Teagasc Green Cert) 
Or 
*Equivalent Qualification

4   DAFM - Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Schemes

QQI Level 6 Specific Purpose Certificate in 
Farm Administration (Teagasc Green Cert) 
Or 
*Equivalent Qualification

5   DAFM - National Reserve

QQI Level 6 Specific Purpose Certificate in 
Farm Administration (Teagasc Green Cert) 
Or 
*Equivalent Qualification

6   DAFM- Young Farmers Scheme

QQI Level 6 Specific Purpose Certificate in 
Farm Administration (Teagasc Green Cert) 
Or 
*Equivalent Qualification

*The Teagasc Knowledge Transfer Directorate will decide on qualifications equivalence {where 
relevant/ appropriate Teagasc will refer to Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI) and/or the 
Department of Agriculture, Food & the Marine (DAFM) before making a decision}.

Note: The QQI Level 6 Specific Purpose Certificate in Farm Administration is commonly 
known as the “Teagasc Green Cert”.

8 Course Prospectus 2017



Further Education Courses



10 Further Education Courses

Further Education Courses are suitable for people who wish to make a career in agriculture, 
horticulture, equine or forestry but who do not wish to complete a higher level course. There is 
no minimum educational entry requirement but those who have completed the Leaving 
Certificate are likely to perform best.

These courses open up a wide range of career options for participants. Many will return to 
farming either in a full-time or part-time capacity. There are also many job opportunities in 
the equine, horticulture and forestry sectors.

Practical learning with approved hosts, home farm involvement and discussion group 
participation are integral parts of these courses where participants have the opportunity to 
develop the skills and competencies associated with their chosen career.

Participants who achieve the necessary results may transfer to higher level courses and 
progress up the National Framework of Qualifications ladder.

Viability of Courses
In the event that that there are insufficient applications received for a particular further 
education course to be viable; Teagasc reserve the right not to run the course.  

NOTE:
Further Education Agricultural Courses are under review and substantial changes may be 
made in 2017.

All of Teagasc’s further education courses are nationally accredited by Quality and 
Qualifications Ireland (QQI) and successful further education students are awarded 
QQI certificates.

Further Education Courses



11 Further Education Courses

Entry Requirements and Application Procedures
This course is offered on a full-time basis at colleges. Applicants for the full-time programme 
must be 17 years old or over on 1 January following entry to the course.  This course will be of 
most benefit to anyone who has completed the senior cycle at second level (Leaving Certificate 
or equivalent).

The course may also be offered on a part-time basis to mature students at Agricultural Colleges 
and Teagasc Regional Education Centres. Applicants must be 23 years old or over on 1 January 
following entry to the course.

Course Aims
This course, accredited by QQI, is the introductory course for young people who wish to 
make their career as farmers. The course is suitable for people seeking employment on farms. 
Graduates of the course are eligible to:
• Progress to a Level 6 Green Cert or an Advanced Certificate in Agriculture programme
• Transfer to Year 2 of the Higher Certificate in Agriculture or a BSc in Agriculture at an 

Institute of Technology
• Transfer to linked courses at Institutes of Technology through the Higher Education Links 

Scheme

Locations
The Level 5 Certificate in Agriculture is offered at Agricultural Colleges and Teagasc Regional 
Education Centres.

Course Structure and Content
The course consists of a combination of formal course work and a period of practical learning. 
The formal course work is split 50:50 (approx) between practical/ skills training and classroom 
(theoretical) sessions. The course consists of a range of mandatory and elective modules.
Students choose a cluster of elective modules in one of the following specialisms: dairy 
production, drystock production, machinery and crop production.

On-Farm Practical Learning Period
Students on the full-time programme spend a 12-week practical learning period on an 
approved training farm which has the enterprise of their specialism.

On successful completion of the course students are awarded the QQI Level 5 Certificate in 
Agriculture. This course does not meet the training requirement for Stamp Duty Exemption.

Progression
Students with this Level 5 award may progress to the Level 6 Advanced Certificate in 
Agriculture or a Level 6 Specific Purpose Certificate in Farm Administration (Teagasc Green 
Cert).

Students with this Level 5 award may apply, via the Higher Education Links Scheme, for the 
Higher Certificate in Agriculture/BSc in Agriculture. Students with the Level 5 award at merit 
or distinction may apply directly to Waterford, Cork and Dundalk ITs for direct entry to Year 2 
of the Higher Certificate in Agriculture/BSc in Agriculture - applicants should check with the 
revelant IT.

NOTE:
Further Education Agricultural Courses are under review and substantial changes may be 
made in 2017.

David O’Halloran
Navan, Co Meath 

Course
I completed the Level 5 Certificate 
in Agriculture course in Ballyhaise 
Agricultural College.  I took part in 
this course to gain experience and 
knowledge in the agricultural industry.  
I found the theory of this course 
very interesting.  The course covered 
a wide range of different modules 
including dairy production, tractor 
maintenance, beef and dairy skills 
which I found most interesting.  It is 
a very worthwhile course and I would 
definitely encourage any student who 
has an interest in agriculture to join 
the course.

Practical Learning Period (PLP)
I completed my 12 week Practical 
Learning Period on the Keavney farm 
in Dunderry, Co Meath.  It was a great 
privilege to work on such a top class, 
well organised dairy farm.  During 
my twelve weeks on the farm I gained 
experience and knowledge in dairy 
farm management along with many 
other skills.  The Keavney family had a 
very positive influence on my attitude 
towards dairy farming.

Future Plans
I am currently back working on the 
Keavney farm where I completed my 
twelve week Practical Learning Period.  
I also milk on a part-time basis on a 
neighbour’s farm.  I hope to complete 
the Level 6 Advanced Certificate in 
Agriculture (Dairy Herd 
Management) course which I believe 
is a very worthwhile course.  In the 
future I also plan to go into dairy 
farming myself as I hope to inherit 
land from within the family.

Level 5 Certificate in Agriculture
Course Duration:  One Year
Awarding Body:  QQI
Course Code:  5M2373
Progression:  Teagasc Green Cert, Advanced Certificate in Agriculture, Higher Education  
   Links Scheme, Higher Certificate in Agriculture/BSc in Agriculture
Location:   Agricultural Colleges and Teagasc Regional Education Centres
Application:  Direct to College/Regional Education Centre (Note: Due to high demand for  
   places on this course, full-time applicants are strongly advised to apply to a  
   number of colleges.
Maintenance Grant:  Teagasc Grant Scheme (Means Tested)
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12 Further Education Courses

Entry Requirements and Application Procedures
Students who have completed the Level 5 Certificate in Agriculture, or equivalent course, are 
eligible to apply. Apply directly to a college or Teagasc Regional Education Centre.

Course Aims
This course, accredited by QQI, is suitable for people who wish to meet the minimum 
educational qualification requirement for Stamp Duty Exemption on the transfer of land. It 
does not provide a progression opportunity for those wishing to complete a third level 
agricultural course.

Locations
This course is offered at six agricultural colleges - Ballyhaise, Clonakilty, Gurteen, Kildalton, 
Mountbellew and Salesian Agricultural College, Pallaskenry. It is also provided at Teagasc 
Regional Education Centres subject to resources and demand.

Course Structure and Content
The course extends over 12 months and is delivered by a combination of on-farm practical 
learning course work delivered on benchmarking farms, and block release course work at the 
college amounting to four weeks.

During the course, students operate their home farm to a farm development plan in 
conjunction with the Teagasc tutors. They must also carry out projects on their home farm.

On successful completion of the Teagasc Green Cert, students are awarded the QQI Level 6 
Specific Purpose Certificate in Farm Administration. This course meets the training 
requirement for Stamp Duty Exemption and DAFM Schemes.

Progression
Students may apply for a place on an Advanced Certificate in Agriculture Programme.

NOTE:
Further Education Agricultural Courses are under review and substantial changes may be 
made in 2017.

Gerard Connolly
Doohamlet, Co Monaghan

I come from a dairy farm where I 
am farming 70 cows with my uncle. 
I always intended to return to the 
home farm and hope to increase cow 
numbers and profitability.  I was keen 
to gain sufficient knowledge to enable 
me to do this efficiently. 

I completed the Level 5 Certificate in 
Agriculture course at Ballyhaise 
College. I enjoyed my year in the 
college and learned a lot especially 
about grassland management and 
dairying. At the end of the year I 
knew that I would need to continue 
my studies to gain the “Green Cert” 
to begin the development of my home 
farm. 

Course
At that time Teagasc introduced the 
new Level 6 Specific Purpose in Farm 
Admin – Green Cert course. The 
course is part time and is based on the 
principle of applying the technology 
part of the course directly on the home 
farm. In this way I learned about cash 
flow budgeting and how to complete 
an e-profit monitor. I also found the 
introduction to the ICBF system 
through the home farm project very 
useful.  

In the future I will continue to use 
these management aids in the 
operation of my business.

Level 6 Specific Purpose Certificate in Farm Administration 
(Green Cert)
Course Duration:  One Year
Awarding Body:  QQI
Course Code:  6S3006
Progression:  May progress to a Level 6 Advanced Certificate in Agriculture Programme
Location:   Agricultural Colleges and Teagasc Regional Education Centres
Application:  Direct to College or Teagasc Regional Education Centre
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Entry Requirements and Application Procedures
Students who have completed the Level 5 Certificate in Agriculture, or equivalent course, are 
eligible to apply. Apply directly to the college of your choice. Selection for places is by 
interview, which is held in June/July.

Course Aims
The course provides in-depth knowledge of dairying and the dairy industry. It is designed to 
ensure that participants acquire the high level of technical and managerial skills required:
• To run a modern commercial dairy farm
• To gain employment in the agri-business sector. 

Locations 
The course is offered at the following colleges: Ballyhaise, Clonakilty, Gurteen, Kildalton, and 
Salesian Agricultural College, Pallaskenry.

Course Structure and Content
Students spend 20 weeks on course work in the college.

In addition students complete a 12 week practical learning period on an approved training host 
farm. While most complete this in Ireland, there are opportunities for completing the practical 
learning period in the USA, New Zealand, Australia and Europe.

On successful completion of the course students are awarded a QQI Level 6 Advanced 
Certificate in Agriculture.  Students who successfully complete this course meet the training 
requirements for Stamp Duty Exemption and DAFM Schemes.

Progression
Students who achieve merit or distinction in the QQI Level 6 Advanced Certificate in 
Agriculture are eligible to apply to Waterford IT/Cork IT for direct entry to Year 2 of the Bachelor 
of Science in Agriculture (Level 7) or direct entry into Year 3 of the Level 7 BSc in Agriculture 
at Dundalk IT.  Students are also eligible to apply for the Teagasc Professional Diploma in Dairy 
Farm Management.

NOTE:
Further Education Agricultural Courses are under review and substantial changes may be 
made in 2017.

Ronan Siochru
Dingle, Co Kerry 

I graduated with a Level 6 Advanced 
Certificate in Agriculture (dairy herd 
management) from Clonakilty 
Agricultural College.  

My time in Clonakilty was very 
beneficial to me.  The course offers 
a modern approach to all aspects of 
dairying and I would recommend it to 
anyone interested in pursuing a career 
in dairy farming.  It covers many 
aspects including grassland 
management and stockmanship skills.  

An area of the course that I found very 
helpful was financial planning in 
running a dairy enterprise.  It also 
offers the opportunity to gain 
experience from well-managed dairy 
farms across Ireland.  During my three 
months Practical Learning Period I 
gained first-hand knowledge of calf 
rearing and the importance of animal 
nutrition.  

I grew up on a suckler farm in Dingle, 
Co Kerry and I decided to change 
enterprise to milk production after I 
graduated.  I farm 120 acres of land 
and I started milking 65 heifers and 
another 25 came into the herd the 
following year.  The herd is a mixture 
of Holstein and jersey cross heifers and 
it’s my intention to introduce more 
Jersey bloodlines into the herd. 

It’s an exciting time for me as a young 
farmer with a lot of opportunities 
available in the dairy sector.  I hope 
to increase numbers, establish my 
herd and improve the farms grazing 
infrastructure.

Level 6 Advanced Certificate in Agriculture
(Dairy Herd Management)
Course Duration:  One Year
Awarding Body:        QQI
Course Code:  6M2254
Location:   Ballyhaise College, Clonakilty College, Gurteen College, Kildalton College,
   and Salesian Agricultural College, Pallaskenry. (These locations are subject to change)
Application:  Direct to College
Maintenance Grant:  Teagasc Grant Scheme (Means Tested)
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Entry Requirements and Application Procedure
Students who have completed the Level 5 Certificate in Agriculture, or equivalent course,  are 
eligible to apply. Apply directly to Gurteen, Kildalton and Mountbellew Colleges. Selection for 
places is by interview, which is held in June/July.

Course Aims
This full-time course equips students with the husbandry and management skills to run a 
successful drystock farm. It also prepares graduates for further training in farm management, 
farm work abroad and careers in agri-industry.

Location
The one-year course is offered at Gurteen, Kildalton and Mountbellew Colleges.

Course structure and content
Students spend 20 weeks at the college and spend a further 12 weeks on-farm practical learning 
period on an approved host farm.

On successful completion of the course students are awarded a QQI Level 6 Advanced 
Certificate in Agriculture.

Students who successfully complete this course meet the training requirements for Stamp Duty 
Exemption and DAFM Schemes.

Progression
Students who achieve merit or distinction in the QQI Level 6 Advanced Certificate in 
Agriculture are eligible to apply to Waterford IT/Cork IT for direct entry to Year 2 of the 
Bachelor of Science in Agriculture. (Level 7).  Graduates of this programme are also eligible to 
apply for the Teagasc Professional Diploma in Dairy Farm Management.

NOTE:
Further Education Agricultural Courses are under review and substantial changes may be 
made in 2017.

Kieran Raftery
Creggs, Co Galway

Course
After completing the Level 5 
Certificate in Agriculture course at 
Mountbellew College, I was offered 
a place on the Level 6 Advanced 
Certificate in Agriculture (Drystock 
Management) course.  Even though 
there was a bigger time commitment 
than the Level 6 Specific Purpose 
Certificate in Farm Administration 
course I knew it would stand to me as 
a full-time farmer. The course allowed 
me to look at the bigger picture and 
view the farm as a business.  I really 
improved my skills on drystock 
production, nutrient planning, and 
grassland management. 

Practical Learning Period
The practical learning period was 
carried out with John Brooks from 
Taughmaconnell, Co Galway.  The 
farm is a drystock unit carrying over 
400 ewes and finishing over 100 bulls.  
Working on another farm allowed 
me to gain experience and observe 
different approaches that I can apply to 
my home farm.  

Future Plans
I want to remain in full-time farming 
as I know I am lucky enough to 
have found my passion.  My plan 
for the future is to modernise the 
farm, increase production, and most 
importantly improve profitability. 

Level 6 Advanced Certificate in Agriculture
(Drystock Management)
Course Duration:  One Year
Awarding Body:  QQI
Course Code:  6M2254
Location:   Gurteen College, Kildalton College and Mountbellew College  
   (These locations are subject to change)
Application:  Direct to College
Maintenance Grant:  Teagasc Grant Scheme (Means Tested)
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Entry Requirements and Application Procedures
Students who have completed the Level 5 Certificate in Agriculture, or equivalent course, are 
eligible to apply. Apply directly to the College. Selection for places is by interview.

Course Aims
This course provides young people the knowledge and skills required for:
• Working in the farm machinery industry e.g., agricultural contractors, fabricators and 

machinery sales, etc
• Running an agricultural contracting business
• Transferring to Year 2 of the B Eng (Agriculture) in IT Tralee 

Location
This course is offered at Salesian Agricultural College, Pallaskenry, Co Limerick.

Course Structure and Content
Course content includes maintenance and repair of machinery, vehicle electrical principles, 
workshop practices, crop management and production equipment, farm vehicle maintenance, 
work practice, business management, business planning and information technology. 

On successful completion of the programme students are awarded a QQI Level 6 Advanced 
Certificate in Agriculture. This award meets the training requirements for Stamp Duty 
Exemption and DAFM Schemes.

Progression
Students who successfully complete the Advanced Certificate in Agriculture (Agricultural 
Mechanisation) and are successful in an interview can gain entry to Year 2 of the Bachelor of 
Engineering (Agricultural) Level 7 at the Institute of Technology Tralee.

NOTE:
Further Education Agricultural Courses are under review and substantial changes may be 
made in 2017.

Jamie Langan
Tuam, Co Galway 

Course
I found it to be a very worthwhile 
course. There is an excellent balance of 
theory, practical mechanical 
experience and farm machinery 
operation.
As part of the course every student has 
to do either a tractor based or 
fabrication project. The project I 
choose was based on a Massey 
Ferguson 165. This tractor was idle for 
a number of years and needed work on 
the engine and steering. I thought this 
would make a great project as I would 
get to chance to repair many different 
problems on the tractor. The tractor is 
now back in service and used by the 
owner to do small jobs. I thought this 
project was a great learning 
experience. 
  
Practical Learning Period 
I did my practical learning with 
McHale Farm Machinery, Kilmaine, 
Co Mayo. During my time in the 
garage I gained a lot of experience 
servicing and repairing Fendt, Massey 
Ferguson and McHale machinery. 
After completing the course I am 
going back working for McHales 
again. Overall, I found the course in 
Pallaskenry very beneficial. It is ideal 
for people who prefer “hands on” work 
and who want to be able to maintain 
and operate farm machinery.   

Level 6 Advanced Certificate in Agriculture
(Agricultural Mechanisation)
Course Duration:  16 Months
Awarding Body:  QQI
Course Code:  6M2254
Location:   Salesian Agricultural College, Pallaskenry
Application:  Direct to College
Maintenance Grant:  Teagasc Grant Scheme (Means Tested)
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Entry Requirements and Application Procedures
Students who have completed the Level 5 Certificate in Agriculture, or equivalent course, are 
eligible to apply. Apply directly to Kildalton College. Selection for places is by 
interview.

Course Aims
This course provides students with the latest technology, information and management skills 
necessary for a career in tillage farming and industries ancillary to tillage farming. The course is 
suitable for those:

• Preparing to take over the family tillage farm
• Seeking further training in farm management
• Seeking employment in the agri-business service sector
• Transferring to Year 2 of the Bachelor of Science in Agriculture in Waterford IT

Location
The course is based at Kildalton College. 

Course Structure and Content
Students initially complete a 12-week practical learning period from August until November. 
Practical learning options include large-scale tillage farms, contractors or machinery 
dealerships. Course work (20 weeks) is delivered by Kildalton College. The course content 
includes machinery operation and maintenance, mechanisation, crop husbandry and financial 
management. The course includes field trips and outside involvement from the industry.

On successful completion of the programme students are awarded a QQI Level 6 Advanced 
Certificate in Agriculture. This award meets the training requirements for Stamp Duty 
Exemption and DAFM Schemes.

Progression
Students who achieve merit or distinction awards are eligible to apply for direct entry to Year 2 
of the Bachelor of Science in Agriculture at Waterford Institute of Technology.

NOTE:
Further Education Agricultural Courses are under review and substantial changes may be 
made in 2017.

Philip O’Neill
Midleton, Co Cork

I completed the Level 6 Advanced 
Certificate in Agriculture – Crops & 
Machinery Management course in 
2013.   The study trip to the UK at the 
start of the course was the ideal way of 
getting to know other students.   This 
trip included visits to farms, the JCB 
factory and the Lamma Machinery 
Show.

During the course, I designed and 
fabricated a fertilizer bag hoist.   The 
Crop Production module was very 
beneficial to Crop Husbandry on my 
home farm.

Practical Learning Period (PLP)
I completed my 12 weeks Practical 
Learning Period with Jerry Flynn, 
Lusk, Co Dublin.   During this time, I 
was involved in all the operations on a 
large cereal and potato farm.

Future Plans
I plan to return home to the family 
farm in Co Cork.   It is a tillage farm 
growing oilseed rape, wheat, barley 
and oats.   I hope to put the knowledge 
and skills gained during the course to 
use in maintaining the fleet of 
machinery on the farm and in 
improving crop yields and margins.

Level 6 Advanced Certificate in Agriculture
(Crops & Machinery Management)
Course Duration:  One Year
Awarding Body:  QQI
Course Code:  6M2254
Location:   Kildalton College
Application:  Direct to College
Maintenance Grant:  Teagasc Grant Scheme (Means Tested)
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Entry Requirements and Application Procedures
There is no minimum educational entry requirement, but those who have completed the 
Leaving Certificate are likely to benefit most from it. Applicants must be over 17 years on 1 
January following entry to the course. Applications should be made directly to the college of the 
applicant’s choice by the 1st June.

Course Aims
This introductory horticultural course is suitable for people who wish to:
• Make their careers in horticulture
• Assess their area of preference in horticulture
• Develop knowledge and skills in horticultural areas
• Progress to an Advanced Certificate in Horticulture
• Transfer to linked courses through the Higher Education Links Scheme (HELS)
There are various job opportunities for people with the skills which this course offers.

Location
This course is currently provided at two horticultural colleges:
• College of Amenity Horticulture, National Botanic Gardens, Glasnevin, Dublin 9
• Kildalton College, Piltown, Co Kilkenny

Course Structure and Content
The course consists of 28 weeks course work at a horticultural college and a four- week 
practical learning period with an approved horticultural unit. Course work concentrates on 
scientific and economic principles underlying horticulture and the application of these 
principles to particular enterprises. The four-week practical training period may be in garden 
centres, nurseries, amenity parks, golf courses or fruit and vegetable production units.

Students who successfully complete this one-year programme are awarded the QQI Level 5 
Certificate in Horticulture. This course does not meet the training requirement for Stamp Duty 
Exemption.

Access and Progression
Students with this Level 5 award can progress to the Level 6 Advanced Certificate in 
Horticulture or may apply for the Higher Education Links Schemes - applicants should check 
with the relevant IT/University.

Eileen Twomey,
Clontarf, Dublin

As a qualified herbalist trained in 
using plants as medicine I became 
really interested in growing the plants 
themselves.  I wanted to find a course 
that would expose me to all aspects of 
horticulture and increase my skill set 
to allow me to grow my own medicinal 
plants. 

I found that the Level 5 Certificate in 
Horticulture was perfect, particularly 
as I was able to do practical days in 
the National Botanic Gardens, Dublin.  
The lecturers and gardeners were all so 
experienced and knowledgeable and 
I was also able to avail of a wonderful 
opportunity to work for a month in the 
Chelsea Physic Garden, London due to 
being a student of horticulture.

I am currently using my newly learned 
skills working on an herbal garden 
project with Dublin City Council, 
which should be open to the public in 
the near future and I am in the process 
of setting up a nursery for it.

Level 5 Certificate in Horticulture
Course Duration:  One Year
Awarding Body:  QQI
Course Code:  5M2586
Progression:  Advanced Certificate in Horticulture Higher Education Links
   Scheme to the Bachelor of Science in Horticulture
Location:   College of Amenity Horticulture, National Botanic Gardens,
   and  Kildalton Horticultural College
Application:  Direct to Horticultural College of choice
Maintenance Grant:  Teagasc Grant Scheme (Means Tested)
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Gary Byrne
Carlow

Following the downturn in the 
construction industry I decided to 
return to education in horticulture, an 
area that I have always been passionate 
about.  The Botanic Gardens was an 
obvious choice as it is the industry 
leader in education and training in 
horticultural excellence.  I have gained 
valuable experience in the many facets 
of a career in horticulture through 
working with, and being tutored by, 
master gardeners and educators.

Practical Experience
•  Was involved in the design and     
    construction of a garden in the 
    Botanic Gardens, from conceptual  
    drawings through to completion.  
•  Was involved in the planning and 
    construction of a landscape 
    rejuvenation project in Saint Ann’s 
    Park, Dublin.
•  Worked in the plant propagation 
    facility in the Phoenix Park, 
    producing fruit, vegetables and 
    ornamentals for the President’s 
    gardens.

Practical Learning Period (PLP)
I spent my PLP working on the 
Grassland Science Research and 
Innovation Programme with Teagasc, 
Oak Park Crop Research Centre.

Future Plans
I plan to set up my own landscape 
business and hopefully a sideline 
in fruit production.  I would highly 
recommend this course to anyone with 
a love of horticulture and the drive to 
pursue a career in the industry.

Entry Requirements and Application Procedures
Applicants must have a Level 5 Certificate in Horticulture. Applications should be made di-
rectly to the college of the applicant’s choice by the 1st June.

Course Aims
The course, which is a progression from the Level 5 Certificate in Horticulture, is accredited by 
QQI. This course provides students with the opportunity to acquire management knowledge 
and skills to effectively manage and carry out day-to-day tasks and long-term management of 
commercial horticultural enterprises. The course is suitable for those:
• Seeking employment as surpervisors, technicians, unit managers
• Seeking employment in the horticultural business service sector
• Transferring to Year 2 of the BSc Horticulture offered by Waterford IT

This is a follow on course from the Teagasc delivered Level 5 Certificate in Horticulture course. 
Each of the colleges which deliver Level 5 course work offer successful students the opportunity 
to follow the Level 6 Advanced Certificate in Horticulture course.

The course will be offered in four main streams of learning: Food Production, Nursery 
Production, Landscaping and Sports Turf depending on student demand. Students complete 
one of the four streams.  

Students will spend 16 weeks of practical learning on approved horticultural units within the 
industry directly linked to their chosen learning stream. This will enable students to learn the 
management and manual skills associated with their chosen specialism. 

Sixteen weeks are also spent at the College. The emphasis during this course is both on the 
development of business and management skills and also on developing proficiency in a range 
of skills associated their chosen stream of learning.

Students who successfully complete this programme are awarded the QQI Level 6 Advanced 
Certificate in Horticulture. This meets the training requirements for Stamp Duty Exemption 
and DAFM Schemes.

Location
The course is provided at two horticultural colleges:
• College of Amenity Horticulture, National Botanic Gardens, Glasnevin, Dublin 9 
• Kildalton College, Piltown, Co Kilkenny.

Progression
Students with Advanced Certificate in Horticulture award at merit or distinction are eligible to 
apply for direct entry to Year 2 of the BSc Horticulture at WIT, based at the National Botanic 
Gardens or Kildalton College.  Terms & conditions apply.

Level 6 Advanced Certificate in Horticulture
Course Duration:  One Year
Awarding Body:  QQI
Course Code:  6M4334
Progression:  Bachelor of Science in Horticulture Level 7
Location:   College of Amenity Horticulture, National Botanic Gardens,
   and  Kildalton Horticultural College
Application:  Direct to Horticultural College of Choice
Maintenance Grant:  Teagasc Grant Scheme (Means Tested)
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Andrew O’Dwyer
Carrick on Suir, Co Tipperary

Completed Level 5 Certificate in 
Horsemanship in 2016

Course
I applied for the Equitation course 
after a former student and friend 
recommended it to me.

Since the beginning of the year I have 
noticed a huge improvement in my 
riding. 
I succeeded in passing my BHS Stage 
III Riding and Stable Management 
exams, 
I feel this would not have been pos-
sible without the daily tuition I have 
received both on the horses and on the 
yard in Kildalton.

I would highly recommend this course 
to anybody with a keen interest in the 
Equine Industry.

The Future:
I will be continuing in Kildalton to do 
the Level 6 course and I hope to take 
my BHS II at the end of the year, this 
I feel will give me a great start in my 
career with horses.

Entry Requirements and Application Procedures
There is no minimum educational entry requirement but students who have completed the 
Leaving Certificate are likely to benefit most from the course. Applicants must be over 17 years 
on 1 January following entry to the course. Applications should be made directly to Kildalton 
College by 1 June.

Course Aims
This one-year course aims to provide students with:
• Knowledge and skills relating to the sport horse industry
• Qualification for employment opportunities in the industry including stud farms, training 

yards and equestrian centres
• Progression and articulation options to higher level courses

Location 
The course is offered at Kildalton College, Piltown, Co Kilkenny. 

Course Structure and Content
The course consists of 30 weeks course work at Kildalton College. During this time students 
develop knowledge and skills in areas such as:
• Stable and Yard Routine
• Equine Work Practice
• Sport Horse Riding
• Young Horse Schooling
Students spend a considerable amount of time developing their handling skills.
Students intending to concentrate solely on a career in Stud Management are given an 
additional opportunity to focus on Horse Breeding and Management modules.
This course does not meet the training requirements for Stamp Duty Exemption. 

Progression
Students with this Level 5 award may apply to a Level 6 Advanced Certificate in Horsemanship 
(Equitation) or to a Level 6 Advanced Certificate (Stud Management). Those intending to 
progress to the Level 6 Advanced Certificare in Equitation should select the revelant modules 
in Level 5. Further information is available from Kildalton College.

Students can also apply via the Higher Education Links Scheme, for the Higher Certificate in 
Business in Equine Studies (AL025) and Higher Certificate in Business in Equine (AL652) at 
Athlone Institute of Technology.

Level 5 Certificate in Horsemanship
(Equitation or Stud Management)
Course Duration:  One year
Awarding Body:  QQI
Course Code:  5M3371
Progression:  Level 6 Advanced Certificate in Horsemanship (Equitation or Stud 
   Management). Higher Education Link Scheme to Higher Certificate in  
   Business in Equine.
Location:   Kildalton  College
Application:  Direct to Kildalton College
Maintenance Grant:  Teagasc Grant Scheme (Means Tested)
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Entry Requirements and Application Procedures
Applications should be made directly to Kildalton College by 1 June. Holders of the Level 5 
Certificate in Horsemanship, or other equivalent qualifications, apply directly to Kildalton 
College. Applicants must have passed the Level 5 riding module to join this programme. 
Applicants with equivalent qualification must undergo the Teagasc RPL (Recognition of Prior 
Learning) process to determine exemption for transfer to the Level 6 Advanced Certificate.

Location
Kildalton College, Piltown, Co Kilkenny. 

Course Aims
This one-year course aims to provide students with:
• Knowledge and skills relating to breaking and training young horses
• Qualification for employment opportunities in the industry including training yards and 

equestrian centres
• Progression and articulation options to higher level courses

This is a follow on from the Level 5 Certificate in Horsemanship course. It is a one-year 
programme designed to equip people to find employment in responsible positions in the sport 
horse industry or to start their own business.
Students spend 28 weeks at Kildalton College developing their:
• Riding and horse management skills
• Breaking three and four year olds
• Training young horses for sales and competitions
• Learning to teach/coach

Students are encouraged to use this course as training towards the HSI Coaching and British 
Horse Society Instructors qualifications.

On successful completion of the programme students are awarded the QQI Level 6 
Advanced Certificate in Horsemanship which meets the training requirements for start up 
assistance and schemes as a young trained farmer.

Adam Benson-Byrne 
Redcross, Co Wicklow

Completed Level 6 Advanced 
Certificate in Horsemanship in 2016

I really enjoyed the expert tuition 
at Kildalton.  I trained for, and 
successfully completed, the BHS 
AI while studying for the Level 6 
Advanced Certificate. 

I have found the way the course is 
structured - particularly the young 
horse breaking and training - prepared 
me very well for employment in the 
sport horse industry.

Employment
Currently I am based in Germany 
with Markus Waterheus who owns a 
busy competition stables with over 70 
horses.  
I break and produce young horses and 
also stallions for breed specific stallion 
licensing tests.  I also coach working 
pupils in the yard. 

The Future
It is my aim to eventually set up 
my own yard in Ireland producing 
high-class horses for the international 
market 

Level 6 Advanced Certificate in Horsemanship
Course Duration:  One Year
Awarding Body:  QQI
Course Code:  6M3505
Location:   Kildalton College
Application:  Direct to Kildalton College
Maintenance Grant:  Teagasc Grant Scheme (Means Tested)
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Entry Requirements and Application Procedures
Applications should be made directly to Kildalton College by 1 June. Holders of the Level 5 
Certificate in Horsemanship, or other equivalent qualifications, apply directly to Kildalton 
College. Applicants must have passed the Level 5 riding module to join this programme. 
Applicants with equivalent qualification must undergo the Teagasc RPL (Recognition of Prior 
Learning) process to determine exemption for transfer to the Level 6 Advanced Certificate in 
Equine Breeding (Stud Management).

Course Aims
This one-year course aims to provide students with knowledge and skills relating to stud 
management and an opportunity to work on commercial stud farms which enable them to gain 
experience in:
• Breeding and stud management
• Equine reproduction, anatomy & physiology
• Handling Horses
• Foaling and modern breeding techniques
• Working with Mares and Foals
• Stallion Work
• Preparing Yearlings and Weanlings for Sale

This is a follow on from the Level 5 Certificate in Horsemanship. It is a one-year programme 
designed to equip people to find employment in responsible positions in the thoroughbred or 
sport horse industry, or gaining experience for breeding their own stock.

Location
Teagasc, Kildalton College, Piltown, Co. Kilkenny.

Students attend Kildalton College for course work prior to completing a practical learning 
period on some of the best stud farms in Ireland.

On successful completion of the programme students are awarded the QQI Level 6 
Advanced Certificate in Equine Breeding which meets the training requirements for Stamp 
Duty Exemption and DAFM Schemes.

There are good employment opportunities in the industry in Ireland and internationally, 
including work on stud farms, training yards and equestrian centres.  Former students have 
found employment in the UK, USA, Japan & Australia.

Seán Corrigan
Baltinglass, Co Wicklow

Completed Level 6 Advanced 
Certificate in Stud Management in 
2016

Having completed the Level 5 course 
last year -learning all the basics and 
having two days a week at Ballylinch 
Stud doing Practical Learning to 
practice my skills and improve my 
general knowledge - I returned to 
Kildalton to do Level 6.

The course gave me a very good 
understanding of general horse 
husbandry.  I grew up with horses 
and have been working with them all 
my life but this course enabled me to 
greatly improve my handling skills 
and knowledge.  Above all, I really 
enjoyed the relaxed atmosphere of the 
college, the helpful teachers, superb 
facilities, and stunning surroundings 
of Kildalton College.

My Job
In my final year of this course, I 
completed my Practical Learning 
Period in Newtown Stud, Co Kildare.  
On completion of the practical 
learning I was fortunate enough to get 
a full time job there.

The Future
I am very happy that I have a full 
time job and I can continue with my 
education at this superb stud.

Level 6 Advanced Certificate in Equine Breeding
(Stud Management)
Course Duration:  One Year
Awarding Body:  QQI
Course Code:  6M3507
Location:   Kildalton College
Application:  Direct to Kildalton College
Maintenance Grant:  Teagasc Grant Scheme (Means Tested)
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Entry Requirements and application procedures
There is no minimum educational requirement for the course but applicants who have achieved 
a leaving certificate standard of education are likely to benefit most.  All applicants will be 
interviewed and will need to demonstrate an interest in the subject.  Applicants must be over 17 
years on 1 January following entry to the course.  Mature students are welcome.  Applications 
can be made directly to Ballyhaise College by 1st June.

Course Aims
The Level 5 Certificate in Forestry course provides a sound understanding of the fundamental 
knowledge and the essential skills required for those involved in forestry operations.

The course is aimed at those who are:
• Looking to expand or update their skills and training
• Looking to improve career prospects
• Looking to obtain a recognised qualification
• Looking to advance to higher education

On completion of a course the participants will be competent in a range of relevant areas 
including carrying out safe work practices, communicating effectively and developing career 
skills.

Location 
The course is offered at Teagasc College, Ballyhaise, Co. Cavan.

Course structure and content 
The course is full time from September to May and includes an eight week Practical Learning 
Period in March and April.  The course combines practical skills in forestry.

Classroom theory includes silviculture, forest safety and sustainable forestry, forest 
development, forest calculations and leadership.  Practical skills include:
• Chainsaw maintenance
• Chainsaw felling
• ATV operation
• Pesticide application
• Fencing

Students who successfully complete this one year programme are awarded the QQI Level 5 
Certificate in Forestry. (This does not meet the training requirement for stamp duty 
exemption.)  

Progression
Students with the Level 5 Cerificate in Forestry Award can progress to the Level 6 Advanced 
Certificate in Forestry. Level 5 forestry graduates may also apply via the advanced entry system 
into year 2 of the Bachelor Degree in Forestry Level 7 (WD076) at Waterford Institute of 
Technology.

Aaron Talbot
Kilcullen, Co Kildare

Course
I chose Forestry at Ballyhaise because I 
wanted to work outside on 
different sites and it was the only 
course available of its kind.  I had 
some prior experience in landscaping 
and I wanted to expand my skills and 
get a qualification. 

I really enjoyed the course because the 
content was interesting and there was 
a good mix of practical and theory.  
The course had me well prepared for 
the practical work I was doing and 
gave me a great view into every aspect 
of forestry.   
 
Practical Learning Period: 
I was with a tree surgery company 
for my Practical Learning Period and 
loved it – felling, trimming, pruning 
and shaping.  I plan to do Level 6 and 
continue working with my Practical 
Learning Period host and I will pos-
sibly do a degree course in the future.

Level 5 Certificate in Forestry
Course duration:   26 weeks full-time course work, eight weeks Practical Learning Period
Awarding body:   QQI
Course Code:  5M3425
Progression:  Level 6 Advanced Certificate in Forestry
   Level 7 Bachelor Degree in Forestry – WIT Advanced entry YEAR 2
Location:   Ballyhaise College, Co. Cavan
Application:  Direct to College
Maintenance Grant:  Teagasc Grant Scheme (Means Tested)
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Entry Requirements and application procedures
Students who have completed the Level 5 Certificate in Forestry are eligible to apply.  Apply 
directly to Ballyhaise College.  Selection for places is by interview.

Course Aims
The Level 6 Certificate in Forestry course provides a viable option for those who want to obtain 
a recognised qualification and specialised skills awards.  Students with a Level 6 forestry 
qualification can also progress to higher education at degree level and offers training for people 
who intend to take up employment in the forestry industry as forest supervisors or self 
employed contractors.   

Location 
The course is offered at Teagasc College, Ballyhaise, Co. Cavan

Course structure and content
The course runs over 24 weeks from September to June and includes a 12 week Practical 
Learning Period.  Practical skills in the forest and classroom theory are spread out in three 
week blocks over the academic year.
• Forest Management 
• Forest Establishment
• Business Management
• Skills Training
• Work Practice

The teaching and learning methods include class room lectures, field trips and industry 
involvement.

Students who successfully complete the programme students are awarded a QQI Level 6 
Advanced Certificate in Forestry. This award meets the training requirements for Stamp Duty 
Exemption and DAFM Schemes.

Progression
Level 6 forestry graduates may also apply via the advanced entry system into year 2 of the 
Bachelor Degree in Forestry Level 7 (WD076) at Waterford Institute of Technology.

Robert Hesketh
Ardee, Co Louth

Course
I chose to do the Advanced Level 6 
forestry course because it offered me 
an opportunity to train for a new 
career in something I am interested 
in and enjoy.   It is an excellent course 
with broad content covering many 
aspects of the forestry industry 
including environmental issues and 
biodiversity as well as great practical 
experience. The camaraderie in the 
classroom and support from staff has 
been very rewarding.

Skills and Practical Learning Period:
All the practical skills are very 
worthwhile, especially chainsaw 
operations and maintenance, pesticide 
application and atv's.  For my practical 
learning period I worked with 
Greenbelt Ltd carrying out 
planting, fertilizer application, filling 
in, pesticide application and formative 
shaping.  

Level 6 Advanced Certificate in Forestry
Course duration:   12 weeks full-time course work, 12 weeks Practical Learning Period
Awarding body:   QQI
Course Code:  6M4337
Progression:  Level 7 Bachelor Degree in Forestry – WIT Advanced entry YEAR 2
Location:   Ballyhaise College, Co. Cavan
Application:  Direct to College
Maintenance Grant:  Teagasc Grant Scheme (Means Tested)



Higher Level Courses



25 Higher Level Courses

There is a wide range of higher-level programmes for the land-based sector
available through the Central Applications Office (CAO).

Many of these courses are conducted jointly between Teagasc and higher level
institutions which allows students access to the best core competencies of each of
the partner institutions.

The courses are accredited by QQI Higher Education Awards and in most situations
holders of Higher Certificates are eligible to progress up the National Framework of
Qualifications ladder.

Direct recruitment to the courses is through the CAO system with a number of
places reserved for mature students and holders of designated further education
awards.

There are also a number of advanced entry routes which allow students to progress
from further education into 2nd year of certain higher level programmes. Places
are limited and students make applications directly to higher level institutions.
Additional information can be obtained on relevant websites.

Teagasc has had a long standing and substantial involvement in higher education 
provision.  Teagasc is an education partner of CIT, DKIT, GMIT, LIT, IT Tralee, WIT 
and also of UCD, and UCC. Teagasc’s unique role as a research, knowledge transfer 
and education provider brings an added dimension to higher agricultural education 
in Ireland 

Higher Education Courses
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Entry Requirements and Application Procedures
Applicants must apply through the CAO. They must have passes in five Leaving Certificate 
subjects at ordinary level (grade D3 or better). The subjects passed must include Mathematics 
and either English or Irish. The standard points system is used to rank applicants. Holders of 
relevant QQI Awards at Level 5 or Level 6 and mature students may also apply.

Course Aims
These two-year Higher Certificate courses or three year BSc courses, offered jointly by 
agricultural colleges and Institutes of Technology, are accredited by QQI.  The course has been 
developed to provide the education and training needed by future farmers and skilled workers 
in the agri-industry.

Location
The following partnerships offer the Higher Certificate in Agriculture/BSc in Agriculture:
• Clonakilty College, Co Cork and Cork Institute of Technology. Course Code CR010
• Kildalton College, Co Kilkenny and Waterford Institute of Technology. Course Code 

WD126
• Ballyhaise College, Co Cavan and Dundalk Institute of Technology. Course Code DK685/

DKA80

Career Prospects
As well as careers in farming, people completing this course can aspire to jobs in:
• Farm Management
• Environmental Management and Monitoring
• Agri-Industry
• Sales and Marketing
• Quality Control

Course Structure and Content
The course is semesterised and modularised. There are two semesters in each year and students 
take five to six modules per semester.

During the second semester of the second year, students spend a 12-week practical training 
period on approved host farms.

On successful completion of the programme students are awarded the QQI Higher 
Certificate in Agriculture. (This qualifies the student for Stamp Duty Exemption and DAFM 
Schemes.)

Progression
Holders of the Higher Certificate in Agriculture are eligible to apply for the Bachelor of Science 
Level 7 in Agriculture at Institutes of Technology and their follow-on Level 8 programmes, or 
to the BAgrSc Level 8 at UCD.

Those qualifying with a BSC in Agriculture (Level 7) may progress to a Level 8 degree 
programme where it is offered by the Institute of Technology.  Further information is also 
available from the relevant institute.

JOSEPH MURPHY
Timoleague, Co. Cork

Course
“The course covered agricuture in 
terms of business, science, 
environment and food. I really enjoyed 
the variety. It covered agriculture with 
a very forward looking perspective. 
I applied for this course through the 
CAO. It attracted me because it gives 
a third level degree qualification and 
opens many opportunities for 
employment in the food and agri 
business sectors.

The partnership created between Cork 
Institute of Technology and Clonakilty 
Agricultural College to run this 
course gives it a very good balance in 
the theory and practice required for 
modern day agri business and food 
production.

The course also allows progression to 
the Bachelor of Agricultural Science 
Degree in Food and Agri-business 
Management Level 8 at UCD”.

My Job
My job at the moment is running the 
home dairy farm which consists of 65 
dairy cows. I spent the practical 
element of the course on practical 
training in New Zealand which 
provided me with an alternative view 
of milk production.

Because of my qualification I hope to 
combine a job in the agri-food 
industry with running the home farm”.

Higher Certificate in Agriculture/BSc in Agriculture
Course Duration:                   Two Years/Three Years
Awarding Body:  QQI
Course Codes:  CR010, DK685, WD126, DKA80
Progression:  BSc Agriculture (Level 7) at ITs/Add on Level 8 Degree
   BAgrSc Level 8 at UCD
Location:   Three Agricultural Colleges/Institutes of Technology
Application:  CAO
Maintenance Grant:  Application through SUSI (Means Tested)
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Entry Requirements and Application Procedures
Places are offered through the CAO. The minimum entry requirements for standard applicants 
are a pass in five subjects (ordinary level) in the Leaving Certificate to include Mathematics and 
English or Irish or an equivalent qualification. If there are more applicants than places the 
standard points system is used to rank applicants. Mature students and holders of QQI awards 
at Level 5 and Level 6 may also apply through the CAO.

Course Aims
The aim of this three-year third level course is to train people for the agri-service industry, as 
field or laboratory technicians or sales personnel.

Location
This course is delivered jointly by Waterford Institute of Technology (WIT) and Kildalton 
College, Piltown, Co Kilkenny. Students follow a comprehensive programme of study 
utilising the appropriate disciplines in each institution. The laboratory-based scientific and 
allied subjects are taken in WIT and the agricultural subjects in Kildalton. 

Course Structure and Content
The course is semesterised and modularised. There are two semesters in each year and students 
take six modules per semester.

In Year 1, semester one students are full-time at Waterford IT, students spend one day/week at 
Kildalton in semester two. In Year 2 students spend three days per week in Waterford IT and 
two days per week at Kildalton College.

Year 1
Subjects include: biology, chemistry, computer applications, maths, physics.

Year 2 & 3
Subjects include: soil management, animal production, crop production, mechanisation and 
safety analysis, food microbiology, statistics, environment, quality assurance and business. On 
successful completion of the course students are awarded the BSc in Science, Agricultural 
Science. This award meets the training requirement for Stamp Duty exemption and DAFM 
Schemes.

Progression
Holders of the BSc in Science, Agricultural Science from WIT are eligible to progress to the 
add-on BSc (Honours) in Land Management at WIT. Further information is also available 
from WIT.

Siobhan Treacy
Sneem, Co. Kerry

Course
I found this course to be 
challenging and very interesting. 
The course offered a great scope to 
progress and further my education 
and career in agriculture. The third 
year, my diploma year, was the most 
interesting and enjoyable for me.
I enjoyed the business side of the 
course and particularly benefited from 
my project on eco-tillage.
The project helped me to develop my 
personnel skills and work as a member 
of a team.

I used the course to progress to UCD 
where I studied Animal and Crop
Production, graduating with an 
honours degree. I completed my 
practical learning period with Walter 
Furlong in Target Fertilisers, Bellview, 
Co Waterford where I was involved in 
cereal crop walking.
I am now working full-time with 
Cooney-Furlong as a technical sales 
representative. 

My Job
Since I started working with Cooney-
Furlong, I have learned a lot and the 
experience is great.

BSc in Science, Agricultural Science
Course Duration:  Three Years
Awarding Body:  Waterford IT
Course Code:  WD078
Progression:  BSc (Honours) in Land Management at WIT
   BAgrSc Level 8 at UCD
Location:   Kildalton/Waterford IT
Application:  CAO
Maintenance Grant:  Application through SUSI (Means Tested)
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Entry Requirements and Application Procedures
Places offered through the CAO. Minimum requirements for Ordinary (Level 7) degree are (Grade 
D3 or better) in English or Gaeilge and mathematics and three other subjects. 

Minimum requirements for direct entry onto Honours (Level 8) degree are Grade C or higher in two 
subjects at  Honours level, plus a pass in four other subjects to include, at a minimum, English/Irish 
OD3 and Mathematics OD3.

Mature applicants should apply to the CAO. Each mature applicant is considered on an individual 
basis by the  Institute, usually by an aptitude test or written assessment and/or interview. Holders of 
QQI awards at Level 5 or 6 may also apply through the CAO.

Course Aims
This course will provide students with a sound knowledge of the scientific disciplines underpinning 
agricultural  science.  This knowledge will be used to enhance the students understanding of current 
crop and animal production systems.  In light of environmental and climate change concerns, there 
is a strong emphasis on sustainable production systems. Graduates work in food and farm business, 
state bodies, education and research, farm management, consultancy and marketing.

Location
Modules will be delivered at the Institute of Technology, Tralee and Teagasc’s Clonakilty Agricultural 
College.

Course Structure and Content
The course is semesterised and modularised. There are two 12 weeks semesters in each of the 3/4 
years of the course.  Students will take courses in a variety of scientific areas, such as animal, crop, 
environmental and food sciences. 
Students will also learn about agriculture economics and business. The programme incorporates a full 
semester of work placement in year 3 which will help build students skills, apply the knowledge learnt 
and could possibly lead to 
employment with one of the host organisations following graduation.  On successful completion of 
the course students are awarded: 
•   BSc in Agricultural Science (Ordinary) (Level 7) - three year programme
•   BSc in Agricultural Science (Honours) (Level 8) - four year programme

Students who may wish to leave the course after 2 years are eligible for an exit award.
•   Higher Certificate in Agricultural Science (Level 6)

All of the above awards meet the training requirements for Stamp Duty exemption and DAFM 
Schemes.  

Progression
Students who have successfully completed the BSc degree in Agricultural Science (Level 7) from IT 
Tralee will be  offered the opportunity to apply for direct entry into a BSc (Hons) in Agricultural 
Science. IT Tralee also has a transfer arrangement in place with UCD where students will be offered 
the opportunity to apply for entry to Year 3 of their B Agr Sc in Agricutural Science honours 
degree into one of three strands: Food & Agribusiness; Engineering Technology, or Animal & Crop 
Production.

BSc in Agricultural Science
Course Duration:   3/4 Years
Awarding Body:   IT Tralee
Course Code:   TL748/TL848
Progression:   See below
Location:   IT Tralee/ Clonakilty
Application:   CAO
Maintenance Grant:  Application through SUSI (Means Tested)

Shane Egan 
Murroue, Co Limerick

Course
Coming from an agricultural back-
ground I always wanted to work in the 
agri-sector.  Having just achieved an 
honours degree in Agricultural Science 
from IT Tralee offers me this oppor-
tunity.  The course was a good balance 
between the study of practical farming 
systems and the theory behind this.  
Part of the course is run in conjunc-
tion with Clonakilty Agricultural Col-
lege which I found very beneficial.
The practical learning period in third 
year helped me focus on the area of the 
industry in which I wanted to pursue 
my future career.
 
My Job 
Having successfully completed the 
honours degree in Agricultural Science 
course I am now working as quality 
assurance auditor with Southwestern 
Services covering dairy beef and sheep 
audits.
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Entry Requirements
Entrants must have a pass or higher in at least six Leaving Certificate subjects (including Maths and Irish or English) 
including a grade C3 or higher in two Higher Level subjects and at least 300 points.  Entrants from Northern Ireland 
must have at least two academic A levels at grade C or higher and four other subjects at GCSE, AS or Applied A 
Levels, to include Mathematics and English (or Irish).  BTEC Level 3 Nationals in Applied Science are also accepted.

Course Aim
The aim of this programme is to produce graduates with knowledge, skills and competencies to respond effectively to 
current and future developments in Agriculture and the Agri-Food Industry.  The programme will provide graduates 
with a strong foundation in science, business and agriculture and will specifically develop skills and knowledge in the 
areas of animal and crop production, animal husbandry and biosecurity, health and safety, agricultural mechanisation, 
financial and business management, 
entrepreneurship and innovation, environmental protection and the production and processing of safe, quality-
assured food. Graduates will have knowledge and appreciation of national and international policy and legislation and 
will have excellent 
communication skills, research competence and the ability to respond to the challenges of larger scale, market-led 
production, alternative rural enterprise and environmental sustainability.

Location
The programme is based in Ballyhaise Agricultural College (3 days per week in first year) and Dundalk Institute of 
Technology (2 days per week in first year).

Course Structure and Content 

Year 1

Semester 1 Semester 2
Biological and Chemical Sciences
Animal and Crop Production Science
Mathematics and Computing
Farm Business Management 1
Agricultural Mechanisation

Academic and Research Skills
Biological and Chemical Sciences
Animal and Crop Production Science
Farm Facilities and Machinery
Farm Business Management 2

Year 2

Semester 1 Semester 2
Farm Business Management 3
Biochemistry and Animal Nutrition
Quality Assurance
Dairy, Sheep, Pigs and Poultry Production
Cattle Production

Farm Business Management 4
Crop Production (incl Forestry and Mushrooms)
Regulatory and Legal Issues
Health and Safety
Work Placement (8 -12 Weeks)

Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Agriculture
Course Duration:  Four Years
Awarding Body:  DkIT 
Course Code:  DK882
Progression:  Research postgraduate positions in DKIT or other Institutions
Location:   Ballyhaise Agricultural College and Dundalk Institute of Technology (DKIT)
Application:  CAO
Maintenance Grant:  Apply through SUSI (Means Tested)
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Year 3

Semester 1 Semester 2
Financial Management Systems
Marketing for the Agri-Business Sector 
Quality Management in the Food Industry
Soil Science and Land Management
Food Processing, Analysis and Production Management
Research Methods

Quality Management on the Farm
Agricultural Entrepreneurship
Business Management Systems
Agricultural Production and Management Systems
Agriculture in the Environment
Internship - 3 months (placements available in New 
Zealand, US, or Europe)

Year 4

Semester 1 Semester 2
Agricultural Policy and Professional Practice
Value-added Agri-Food Products
Herd Health and Biosecurity
Pollution Control in the Agri-Food Sector
Agri-Science Project

Agri-Food Business Excellence
Sustainable Rural Development
Large-Scale Farm Management
Elective: Agricultural Biotechnology OR 
Food Biotechnology
Agri-Science Project

Progression and Career Options
Graduates can progress to the MSc in Biotechnology in DkIT or to research postgraduate positions in DkIT or other Institutions.

Career Options: 
• Commercial farmer or farm manager
• Researcher 
• Agricultural advisor with consultancy or state body, eg Teagasc
• Technical sales role
• Analytical or research scientist in the waste management sector
• Quality manager or production supervisor in the food industry
• Rural entrepreneur

Further Information
Dr Breda Brennan, Head of Department of Applied Science, DkIT
Tel: 042 9370265 Ext 2976 Email: breda.brennan@dkit.ie
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Entry Requirements and Application Procedures
Applicants must apply through the CAO. Applicants must have passes in five Leaving 
Certificate subjects at ordinary level (Grade D3 or better). The subjects passed must include 
Mathematics and either English or Irish. The standard points system is used to rank applicants. 
Holders of QQI awards at Level 5 and Level 6 and mature students may also apply through the 
CAO.

Course Aims
The course provides education and training for students to enable them to understand the core 
subjects of agricultural mechanisation. The focus of this course is firmly on the provision of 
skilled technicians for the farm machinery industry in Ireland. The course will enable graduates 
to function in the machinery retail, machinery operation sector and allied agricultural 
machinery and manufacturing industries.

Location
This two-year course is delivered in partnership by the Salesian Agricultural College, 
Pallaskenry, Co Limerick and Limerick Institute of Technology. Course Code: LC284.

Course Structure and Content
Year 1
During Year 1 students spend four days per week at the agricultural college and one day per 
week at the Institute of Technology.

Students take the following subjects: Tractor Engineering and Workshop
Processes; Electrical and Electronic Technology; Machinery Operation; Agricultural 
Engineering Science; Computer Studies (including CAD) and project work.

Students complete a nine-month practical learning period in approved training 
locations – garages, contractors, fabricators etc. Students will be facilitated with foreign 
practical learning periods in the US and New Zealand, if desired.

Year 2
During Year 2 students spend two days per week at the Institute of Technology and three days 
per week at the Agricultural College.

Students take the following subjects; Tractor Engineering and Workshop Processes, Electrical 
and Electronic Technology, Business Management, Workshop Administration, Agricultural 
Engineering Science, Computer Applications.  Included in these subjects are the following 
topics: soil fertility, soil testing, grass measurement, grass utilization, animal nutrition, ICBF.

On satisfactory completion of the course students are awarded a QQI Level 6 Higher 
Certificate in Engineering in Agricultural Mechanisation.  This award meets the training 
requirements for Stamp Duty exemption and DAFM Schemes. 

Progression
Students who achieve merit can progress to the add-on Ordinary Bachelor Degree in 
Engineering (Agriculture) Level 7 at the Institute of Technology, Tralee.  Further information 
is available from IT Tralee

John Fox
Mitchelstown, Co Cork 

Course
There was a good balance between 
practical instruction and the theory 
side of the course. There was also 
a substantial amount of hands-on 
experience. For my college project I 
overhauled the engine of a Ford 7610. 
This was a good experience and gave 
me a better understanding of an 
engines operation. I also got to help 
out with a wide variety of other 
different projects both tractor based 
and fabrication.    

Practical Learning Period 
I did my practical learning with 
Corbett Bros, Mallow. While there I 
gained a lot of experience repairing, 
servicing and maintaining both tillage 
and grassland machinery. I improved 
my practical skills and got the 
opportunity to get experience in all 
aspects of the business. 

My Job 
I am currently employed by ECI JCB 
in Co Cork. The skills that I learned on 
the course are of great benefit.   

Higher Certificate in  Engineering in Agricultural 
Mechanisation
Course Duration:  Two Years
Awarding Body:  QQI / Limerick IT
Course Code:  LC284
Progression:  Students who achieve merit can progress into the add-on Ordinary Bachelor 
   Degree in Engineering (Agricultural) Level 7 at the Institute of Technology  
   Tralee
Location:   Salesian Agricultural College, Pallaskenry & Limerick Institute of Technology
Application:  CAO
Maintenance Grant:  Application through SUSI (Means Tested)
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Entry Requirements and Application Procedures
The minimum entry requirements for the course are a Grade D3 or higher in at least five 
(ordinary level) subjects in the Leaving Certificate including Maths and English or Irish.  
The standard points system is used to rank applicants.  Mature students and holders of 
QQI awards at Level 5 and Level 6 may be admitted without meeting these minimum 
requirements.

Course Aims
The course aims to provide learners with a business education that focuses on 
agribusiness and rural enterprise.  Learners develop an understanding of the theoretical 
and practical application of a range of skills relating to the agri-sector.  Graduates are 
well prepared to operate as entrepreneurs, administrators, and managers in rural and 
agri-enterprises.  On completion of the course many graduates gain employment in 
agri-business and agricultural services such as marketing, information processing, 
administration, and management posts, as well as various employment opportunities in 
rural development.

Location
The Bachelor of Business in Rural Enterprise and Agri-Business (Level 7) is a three-year 
course, which has a common first year with the Bachelor of Science in Agriculture & 
Environmental Management.  The course is based in Mountbellew Agricultural College 
for the majority of first and second year with some modules delivered at the Galway-
Mayo Institute of Technology (GMIT) campus.  The learners will study full-time in 
GMIT in year three.

Course Structure and Content
The course is both semesterised and modularised.  There are two semesters in each year 
and students take six modules per semester.  The common first year with the Bachelor 
of Science in Agriculture & Environmental Management is advantageous as learners can 
choose to remain in business or change to the science stream.  The three-month practical 
learning period in the second semester of Year 2 and is normally carried out with key 
companies involved in the agribusiness and rural enterprise sectors.

Karina Dennigan
Lanesborough, Co Longford
 
Course
I chose this course as I was interested 
in pursuing a career within the rural 
and agri business sector and it offers 
a broad spectrum of modules.  Also, 
after successful completion of year 2, 
students have a qualification which is 
equivalent to the “Green Cert”.   
The course gives students an 
extremely good balance of “hands on” 
agricultural practical work while also 
gaining in-depth business knowledge 
that could be applied either within 
or outside the rural and agri business 
sector.   
 
Practical Learning Period (PLP)
I completed my 12 weeks PLP in 
Connacht Gold (now known as 
Aurivo) in Longford.  I then remained 
there for a further six months.  It 
was a real eye opener to the working 
environment and gave me the 
opportunity to apply the skills I had 
acquired at college at a practical level.  
The knowledge and insights I gained 
through working with the staff in 
Longford was second to none and 
it was a great privilege to work with 
a key company involved in the agri 
business sector.  
 
My Job
I am currently a Communications 
Executive with Bord na Móna 
Powergen.  The course was a major 
help in my current position. The 
subjects covered have also given me 
the opportunity to expand my farming 
skills and the opportunity to be in a 
position to co-run the family farm.  
Overall, because of my qualification 
I can successfully pursue a full time 
career combined with part-time 
farming. 
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Bachelor of Business in Rural Enterprise and
Agri-Business (Level 7)
Course Duration:  Three Years
Awarding Body:  QQI (Galway Mayo Institute of Technology)
Course Code:  GA172
Progression:  Add-on Level 8 Bachelor Degree in Business Studies at GMIT or transfer  
   to other Institutes or Universities
Location:   Mountbellew Agricultural College and GMIT
Application:  CAO
Maintenance Grant:  Application through SUSI (Means Tested)
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Year 1

Semester 1 Semester 2
Financial and Farm Accounting.
Macroeconomics.
Learning and Innovation Skills.
Animal and Crop Production Science 1.
Plant and Animal Science.  
Soil Science and Chemistry. 

Management Accounting 1.
Computer Applications.
Statistics for Business.  
 Animal and Crop Production Science 2.
Plant and Animal Science.
Soil Science and Chemistry.  

Year 2

Semester 1 Semester 2
Business Information Systems.
Applied Principles of Marketing.
Farm Management, Safety, and Law.
Agricultural Economics.
Electives:  
Advanced Dairy Production or Advanced Drystock 
Production.
Animal and Plant Science - Field & Lab or Farm Buildings 
& Maintenance.

Agriculture & Agribusiness Placement.

Year 3

Semester 1 Semester 2
New Venture Creation.
Digital Business.
Financial Management and Taxation.
Rural Development.
Food Science, Technology, and Quality Assurance.
Market Research.

Operations Management.
New Venture Planning.  
International Economic Policy.  
Sustainable Agriculture.  
Agri Marketing Management.  
Business Communications and Negotiations.

Progression 
Graduates may apply to progress to an add-on Bachelor of Business (Honours) in Rural Enterprise and Agri-Business (Level 8) or 
equivalent courses in other ITs and Universities. 
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Entry Requirements and Application Procedures
The minimum entry requirements for the course are a Grade D3 or higher in at least five 
(ordinary level) subjects in the Leaving Certificate including Maths and English or Irish.  
The standard points system is used to rank applicants.  Mature students and holders of 
QQI awards at Level 5 and Level 6 may be admitted without meeting these minimum 
requirements.

Course Aim
The programme places a strong emphasis on environmental and agricultural 
sustainability.  This delivery method is highly practical, with a mixture of lectures, 
fieldwork, laboratory sessions, and Information Technology.  There is an increasing 
demand for graduates with these skills sets.  Graduates of the programme can expect 
to gain employment in a range of areas including farming, agri-foods, environmental 
management and consultancy, applied ecology and agri-business.

Location
The Bachelor of Science in Agriculture & Environmental Management (Level 7) is a 
three-year course, which has a common first year with the Bachelor of Business in Rural 
Enterprise and Agri-Business.  The course is based in Mountbellew Agricultural College 
for the majority of first and second year with some modules delivered at the Galway-
Mayo Institute of Technology (GMIT) campus.  The learners will study full-time in 
GMIT in year three. 

Course Structure and Content
The course is both semesterised and modularised.  There are two semesters in each year 
and students take six modules per semester.  The common first year with the Bachelor of 
Business in Rural Enterprise and Agri-Business is advantageous as learners can choose 
to remain in science or change to the business stream.  There is an on-farm practical 
learning period for three months in the second semester of Year 2.  The Bachelor of 
Science (Honours) in Agriculture & Environmental Management (Level 8) requires 
learners to complete a self-directed research dissertation in year four.

Sean Mannion
Tuam, Co. Galway

Having always known that I wanted to 
pursue a career in the agri-industry, I 
found this course the ideal way to do 
so.  I choose this course at 
Mountbellew & GMIT as it had a 
mix of practical’s, field trips, work 
experience and theory which I found 
very interesting.  At Mountbellew I 
advanced my farming skills both in 
theory and practice.  At GMIT more of 
the academic education took place.
        
The course was located at 
Mountbellew for the first two years 
with one day per week at GMIT in 
the first year, and two days per week 
in GMIT for the second year.  It was 
mostly Laboratory work in GMIT for 
first two years. The third year was 
full-time at the GMIT Galway campus.

On successful completion of the 
second year of this course students are 
deemed to have a qualification which 
is equivalent to the  “Green Cert” 
which is very important for young 
farmers going forward.

Practical Learning Period (PLP):
I completed my PLP in Flynn’s of 
Lackagh Ltd. I gained a lot of valuable 
experience there, where I assisted in 
sales & enquiries and also the market 
of cereal crops.  Through the course 
and my PLP I built up many contacts 
in the agri-industry.

Progression:
After the three years I decided to do 
the follow-on Bachelor of Science 
(Honours) in Rural Enterprise and 
Environmental Management at GMIT.

My Job:
Since graduating from GMIT/
Mountbellew I undertook the Teagasc/
UCD MAgrSc Masters Programme in 
Agricultural Innovation Support for 
which I received funding as a Teagasc 
Walsh Fellow. I am currently on a 
contract with Teagasc as an
Education Officer in Athenry.

Bachelor of Science in Agriculture and Environmental 
Management (Level 7)
Course Duration:  Three Years
Awarding Body:  QQI (Galway Mayo Institute of Technology)
Course Code:  GA777
Progression:           Add-on Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Agriculture & Environmental   
   Management (Level 8) at GMIT or transfer to other Institutes or Universities
Location:   Mountbellew Agricultural College and GMIT
Application:  CAO
Maintenance Grant:  Application through SUSI (Means Tested)
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Year 1

Semester 1 Semester 2
Financial and Farm Accounting.
Macroeconomics.
Learning and Innovation Skills.
Animal and Crop Production Science 1.
Plant and Animal Science.  
Soil Science and Chemistry. 

Management Accounting 1.
Statistics for Business.  
Animal and Crop Production Science 2.
Computer Applications.
Plant and Animal Science.
Soil Science and Chemistry.  

Year 2

Semester 1 Semester 2
Marketing.
Farm management safety & law.
Animal & Plant Science: field & lab.
Soil & Analytical Science.
Data handling, maths and stats
Electives:  
Advanced Dairy Production or Advanced Drystock 
Production.

Agriculture & Agribusiness Placement.

Year 3

Semester 1 Semester 2
Market Research.  
New Venture Creation.  
*Applied Ecology & Environmental Management 1.
Food Science, Technology & Quality Assurance.  
Geographical Information Systems 1.  

Operations Management.
New Venture Planning.
Agri Marketing Management.  
Sustainable Agriculture.  
*Applied Ecology & Environmental Management 2.

*Equivalent to two modules

Progression 
Graduates may apply to progress to an add-on Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Agriculture & Environmental Management 
(Level 8) or equivalent courses in other ITs and Universities.  
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Bachelor of Business (Honours) in Rural Enterprise and 
Agri-Business  (Level 8)
Course Duration:  Four Years 
Awarding Body:  QQI (Galway Mayo Institute of Technology) 
Course Code:  GA187
Location:   Mountbellew Agricultural College and GMIT
Application:  CAO
Maintenance Grant:  Apply through SUSI (Means Tested)

Entry Requirements and Application Procedures
The minimum entry requirements for the course are a Grade D3 or higher in at least five (ordinary level) 
subjects in the Leaving Certificate including Maths and English or Irish.  The standard points system is used 
to rank applicants.  Mature students and holders of QQI awards at Level 5 and Level 6 may be admitted 
without meeting these minimum requirements.

Course Aim
The course aims to provide learners with a business education that focuses on agribusiness and rural 
enterprise.  Learners develop an understanding of the theoretical and practical application of a range of 
skills relating to the agri-sector.  Graduates are well prepared to operate as entrepreneurs, administrators, 
and managers in rural and agri-enterprises.  On completion of the course many graduates gain employment 
in agri-business and agricultural services such as marketing, information processing, administration, and 
management posts, as well as various employment opportunities in rural development.

Location
The Bachelor of Business in Rural Enterprise and Agri-Business (Level 8) is a four-year course, which has a 
common first year with the Bachelor of Science in Agriculture & Environmental Management.  The course 
is based in Mountbellew Agricultural College for the majority of first and second year with some modules 
delivered at the Galway-Mayo Institute of Technology (GMIT) campus.  The learners will study full-time in 
GMIT in year three and four.

Course Structure and Content
The course is both semesterised and modularised.  There are two semesters in each year and students 
take six modules per semester.  The common first year with the Bachelor of Science in Agriculture & 
Environmental Management is advantageous as learners can choose to remain in business or change to the 
science stream.  The three-month practical learning period in the second semester of Year 2 and is normally 
carried out with key companies involved in the agribusiness and rural enterprise sectors.
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Year 1

Semester 1 Semester 2
Financial and Farm Accounting.
Macroeconomics.
Learning and Innovation Skills.
Animal and Crop Production Science 1.
Plant and Animal Science.  
Soil Science and Chemistry.  

Management Accounting 1.
Computer Applications.
Statistics for Business.  
 Animal and Crop Production Science 2.
Plant and Animal Science.
Soil Science and Chemistry.  

Year 2

Semester 1 Semester 2
Business Information Systems.
Marketing.
Farm Management, Safety, and Law.
Agricultural Economics.
Electives:  
Advanced Dairy Production or Advanced Drystock 
Production.
Animal and Plant Science - Field & Lab or Farm Buildings 
& Maintenance.

Agriculture & Agribusiness Placement.

Year 3

Semester 1 Semester 2
New Venture Creation.
Digital Business.
Financial Management and Taxation.
Rural Development.
Food Science, Technology, and Quality Assurance.
Market Research

Operations Management.
New Venture Planning.  
International Economic Policy.  
Sustainable Agriculture.  
Agri Marketing Management.  
Business Communications and Negotiations.

Year 4

Semester 1 Semester 2
Irish Economic Policy.
Dissertation.
Agribusiness and Food Company Management.
Rural Resource Planning, Management and Agricultural 
Research.
Soil Science and Nutrient Management.
Strategic Management. 

Integrated Enterprise Systems.
Dissertation.
Supply Chain Management.
Rural Resource Planning, Management and Agricultural 
Research.
Animal Nutrition and Breeding.
Strategic Management.  
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Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Agriculture and 
Environmental Management (L8)
Course Duration:  Four Years 
Awarding Body:  QQI (Galway Mayo Institute of Technology) 
Course Code:  GA789
Location:   Mountbellew Agricultural College and GMIT
Application:  CAO
Maintenance Grant:  Apply through SUSI (Means Tested)

Entry Requirements and Application Procedures
The minimum entry requirements for the course are a Grade D3 or higher in at least five (ordinary level) subjects in 
the Leaving Certificate including Maths and English or Irish.  The standard points system is used to rank applicants.  
Mature students and holders of QQI awards at Level 5 and Level 6 may be admitted without meeting these minimum 
requirements.

Course Aims
The programme places a strong emphasis on environmental and agricultural sustainability.  This delivery method is 
highly practical, with a mixture of lectures, fieldwork, laboratory sessions, and Information Technology.  There is an 
increasing demand for graduates with these skills sets.  Graduates of the programme can expect to gain employment 
in a range of areas including farming, agri-foods, environmental management and consultancy, applied ecology and 
agri-business.

Location
The Bachelor of Science in Agriculture & Environmental Management (Level 7) is a three-year course, which has 
a common first year with the Bachelor of Business in Rural Enterprise and Agri-Business.  The course is based in 
Mountbellew Agricultural College for the majority of first and second year with some modules delivered at the 
Galway-Mayo Institute of Technology (GMIT) campus.  The learners will study full-time in GMIT in year three and 
four.

Course Structure and Content
The course is both semesterised and modularised.  There are two semesters in each year and students take six 
modules per semester.  The common first year with the Bachelor of Business in Rural Enterprise and Agri-Business 
is advantageous as learners can choose to remain in science or change to the business stream.  There is an on-farm 
practical learning period for three months in the second semester of Year 2.  The Bachelor of Science (Honours) 
in Agriculture & Environmental Management (Level 8) requires learners to complete a self-directed research 
dissertation in year four.



Year 1

Semester 1 Semester 2
Financial and Farm Accounting.
Macroeconomics.
Learning and Innovation Skills.
Animal and Crop Production Science 1.
Plant and Animal Science.  
Soil Science and Chemistry.   

Management Accounting 1.
Statistics for Business.  
Animal and Crop Production Science 2.
Computer Applications.
Plant and Animal Science.
Soil Science and Chemistry.    

Year 2

Semester 1 Semester 2
Marketing.
Farm management safety & law.
Animal & Plant Science: field & lab.
Soil & Analytical Science.
Data handling, maths and stats.
Electives:  
Advanced Dairy Production or Advanced Drystock 
Production.

Agriculture & Agribusiness Placement.

Year 3

Semester 1 Semester 2
Market Research.  
New Venture Creation.  
*Applied Ecology & Environmental Management 1. 
Food Science, Technology & Quality Assurance.  
Geographical Information Systems 1.  

Operations Management.
New Venture Planning.
Agri Marketing Management.  
Sustainable Agriculture.  
*Applied Ecology & Environmental Management 2.

Year 4

Semester 1 Semester 2
Soil Science and Nutrient Management.
Rural Resource Planning, Management and Agricultural 
Research.
*Research methods and dissertation preparation.
Biodiversity & Conservation.
Agribusiness and Food Company Management.

Geographical Information Systems 2.  
Animal Nutrition and Breeding.
Rural Resource Planning, Management and Agricultural 
Research.
Environmental Legislation.
*Project.

*Equivalent to two modules

39 Higher Level Courses



Entry Requirements and Application Procedures
Applicants must have passes in six subjects in the Leaving Certificate. These subjects must 
include Irish, English, Mathematics and a Laboratory Science subject.  Two of the six subjects 
must be a minimum HC3.  The standard points system will be used to rank applicants. 
A limited number of places in stage two will be made available to students on the DN010 
Agricultural Science (Omnibus Entry) programme. 

Course Aims
This programme is designed to provide students entering the dairy industry (dairy farming or 
supporting industries) with a high level of scientific, technical and business skills and has been 
developed following extensive consultation with relevant stakeholders.

Location
Stages 1, 2 and 4 of the programme will be delivered at UCD while stage 3 will take place at the 
Animal and Grassland Research and Innovation Centre, Teagasc, Moorepark Research Centre, 
Fermoy, Co. Cork and at Kildalton Agricultural College, Piltown, Co. Kilkenny, while also 
comprising of six months professional work experience (PWE), preferably overseas.

Course Structure and Content
Stage 1 combines a range of business, science, mathematics and technology related modules. 
Introductory Chemistry, Animal Biology and Evolution and Cell and Plant Biology modules 
will be combined with business related modules offered by the UCD School of Business.

Stage 2 will build on Stage 1 by including a wide range of applied modules including Animal 
Reproduction, Animal Breeding, Dairy Production and Animal Nutrition. Also included
are Communications, Managing Employee Relations, Business Management and 
Agri- Environmental Issues and Policy.

In Stage 3 students will undertake ‘Technical Management of a Dairy Farm’ at Kildalton 
Agricultural College prior to commencing Professional Work Experience. This will be followed 
by a semester at Moorepark Research Centre studying Grassland Management, Applied Dairy 
Cow Nutrition, Applied Animal Breeding and Reproduction, Dairy Systems and Herd Health.
  
Finally, Stage 4 aims to pull it all together and includes Food and Agribusiness Strategy, 
Leadership and Change Management, Advanced Dairy Production, Grass and Forage 
Production and Entrepreneurial Management.

Professional Work Experience
Professional Work Experience (PWE) is a unique selling point of the programme and provides 
exciting opportunities for students to travel to New Zealand to experience cutting edge 
technologies in the busy July to September period.

Career Opportunities
In addition to the highly skilled role of dairy farm management, opportunities exist in a wide 
variety of areas including: advisory, research, animal feed industry, banking, teaching and 
consultancy services. Research opportunities to masters and PhD level will also be available.  
Further information is available from UCD.
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Bachelor of Agricultural Science (Hons) in Dairy 
Business
Course Duration:  Four Years
Awarding Body:  University College Dublin
Course Code:  DN252
Location:   UCD and Teagasc Moorepark and Kildalton
Application:  CAO
Maintenance Grant:  Application through SUSI (Means Tested)
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Entry Requirements and Application Procedures
Applicants must possess a Level 6 Advanced Certificate in Agriculture or an equivalent major 
agricultural award. Applicants will be shortlisted and shortlisted candidates will be interviewed 
prior to selection for entry to the programme.

Course Aims
This Professional Diploma (Level 7 Special Purpose Award) is promoted as the industry 
recognised award for professional dairy farm managers. The programme is unique in 
bringing together an integrated team of highly specialised Teagasc staff including College 
Lecturers, Moorepark Research staff, Dairy and Financial Knowledge Transfer Specialists with 
input from guest lecturers including commercial dairy farmers and the dairy industry.

Location
Students complete two years professional work experience on approved progressive 
commercial dairy farms. Students also attend block release periods at Kildalton College and at 
the Teagasc Animal & Grassland, Research and Innovation Centre, Moorepark.

Course Structure and Content
This 40 credit programme consists of four modules:
• Dairy Farm Expansion and Development
• Dairy Technology
• Dairy Farm Management
• Dairy Professional Work Experience

The programme is unique in that students will complete two years professional work 
experience on approved progressive commercial dairy farms. For three consecutive days per 
month students will attend block release days in Teagasc Animal & Grassland Research and 
Innovation Centre Moorepark or Kildalton College.

Career Prospects
This course is aimed at those intending manage commercial dairy farm units as an owner, 
partner or employed manager.

Details of application dates, application forms, application procedures, required documentation 
and contact persons can be downloaded from www.teagasc.ie/training/courses

Ricky Fitzgerald
Aglish, Co Waterford

Course
I completed the Advanced 
Certificate in Dairy Herd Management 
at Kildalton. During that time I spent 
six months working on dairy farms in 
New Zealand which ‘opened my eyes’ 
to the opportunities available to me for 
well-qualified dairy farm managers.

My Job
Since qualifying, I’ve worked as farm 
manager for Kevin Twomey at 
Ballyhooly, a job I thoroughly enjoyed, 
and am now a farm manager in 
Moorepark.  I’d recommend dairy 
farming to young people interested in 
creating a solid career for themselves 
and completing this diploma course 
the first step on that path.  I am now 
working with Teagasc Moorepark 
Dairy Research Centre.

Teagasc Professional Diploma in Dairy Farm 
Management
Course Duration:  Two Years
Awarding Body:  This award programme is validated by UCD
Application Method:  Direct to Kildalton College
Location:   Host Dairy Farm/Kildalton College/Teagasc Research Centre, Moorepark
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Entry Requirements
Graduates of an NFQ Level 8 degree programme (or equivalent) in food science, nutritional sciences,  agricultural sciences, 
microbiology, biochemistry or related biological sciences with a minimum second  class honours (grade 2), ideally with 
experience working in the dairy industry will be eligible to apply.  Diplomates of UCC’s Level 7 Diploma in Food Science 
and Technology with a minimum second class  honours (grade 1) and a minimum of two years’ experience working in the 
dairy industry will also be eligible for admission.  Places are limited to a maximum number of 15.

Aims and Objectives 
On successful completion of this programme, graduates should be able to:  
• Describe the principal components of milk and their roles in dairy products. 
• Evaluate the relationships between the principal unit operations used in dairy processing and  their effects on product 

composition, nutrient quality and organoleptic properties.  
• Analyse dairy processing practices that eliminate or reduce the likelihood of microbiological  contamination of dairy 

foods.  
• Develop strategies for the control of dairy spoilage organisms.  
• Describe the key factors affecting growth and survival of microorganisms relevant to dairy  production and food safety.  
• Evaluate the domestic and global food/dairy business, with a keen awareness of the challenges  and opportunities facing 

the industry.  
• Contribute effectively to multi-disciplinary teams, with good people-related skills, such as  communication, influencing, 

interpersonal, team working, listening and customer focus.  
• Comprehend the need for confidentiality and ethical practice in the workplace.

Programme Design 
This Level 9 qualification is part-time and will be delivered by block-release and on-line with a schedule  to suit the seasonal 
nature of the Irish dairy industry.  Hence, the programme will run from September to December and January to March.

Postgraduate Certificate in Dairy Technology and 
Innovation (Level 9)
Course Duration:  1 year (part-time)
Awarding Body:  UCC
Course Code:  AL652
Location:   UCC / Teagasc Moorepark
Application:  Direct to UCC - online at www.pac.ie/ucc
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Programme Modules
Students take modules to the value of 30 credits as follows:  
• Milk production and quality (5 credits) 
• Dairy chemistry (5 credits)
• Trends and dynamics across dairy markets (5 credits)  
• Dairy processing technology (5 credits)  
• Dairy microbiology (5 credits)  
• Business processes across the supply chain (5 credits)  

Module Delivery  
The programme is delivered by blended learning, involving a combination of online and in-class  sessions.  In-class 
sessions, to encourage interaction and group formation, will be delivered via block  release, where the participant 
spends 2 days per week for three weeks with classmates (total 6 days  in each semester).  The precise weeks for the block 
release sessions will be made available in advance  of the course commencing

Semester 1     September-December
FS6201  Milk production and quality (5 credits) (Block-release)  
FS6202  Dairy chemistry (5 credits) (On-line module)  
FE6502  Trends and dynamics across dairy markets (5 credits) (Block-release)  

Semester 2    January-March
FS6203  Dairy processing technology (5 credits) (Block-release)  
MB6201  Dairy microbiology (5 credits) (On-line delivery)  
FE6501  Business processes across the supply chain (5 credits) (Block-release)  

Further Information  
• Professor Paul McSweeney, School of Food and Nutritional Sciences, College of Science, Engineering and Food 

Science, UCC.  Phone: 021 490 2011    Email:  p.mcsweeney@ucc.
• Mary McCarthy-Buckley, Food Industry Training Unit, College of Science, Engineering and Food Science, UCC.  

Phone: 021 490 3363  Email: m.mccarthybuckley@ucc.ie
• Website: www.ucc.ie/en/fitu/courses/pgcert



Entry Requirements and Application Procedures
Applicants must have grade D3 at ordinary level in five subjects in the Leaving Certificate. Two 
of these subjects must be Mathematics and either English or Irish. The standard points system 
will be used to rank applicants. Holders of relevant QQI awards at Level 5 and Level 6 and 
mature students may also apply. All applications are through the CAO.

Course Aims
The aim of the course is to provide the student with business studies and equine related 
knowledge and skills required for a range of job opportunities within the horse industry both 
in Ireland and abroad. Career opportunities exist in equine and related businesses. Examples of 
areas of employment include yard and stud farm management, sales and marketing of equine 
related products, bloodstock transportation, riding centres, competition yards and jobs in the 
recreation, leisure and tourism sectors. Some graduates find employment in the USA, New 
Zealand, Australia, Holland and Germany.

Location
This two year course, accredited by QQI, is offered jointly by Gurteen College, Ballingarry, 
Roscrea, Co Tipperary (067 21282) and Athlone Institute of Technology (090 6468000). Course 
Code: AL652.

Course Structure and Content
In Year 1 the course is delivered in Gurteen College while Year 2 is delivered mainly in Athlone 
Institute of Technology. Students usually board on the campus at Gurteen in Year 1. Students 
may bring their own horse to Gurteen College for livery.

Year 1 Subjects Year 2 Subjects
• Equitation 1
• Equine Anatomy & Physiology
• Equine Management
• Computer Applications
• Learning & Development for Higher Education
• Equine Business Management
• Marketing
• Principles of Equine Health & Diseases
• Equine Reproduction
• Equine Work Experience 

• Equine Welfare & Industry
• Applied Science
• Equitation
• Financial Accounting
• Management Accounting
• Equine Nutrition
• Economics
• Digital Marketing Applications

 
On successful completion of the programme students are awarded the Higher Certificate in 
Business in Equine. This award meets the training requirements for Stamp Duty exemption. 
Progression opportunities exist on completion of this course to Level 7 and Level 8 degree 
courses in Athlone Institute of Technology and British Universities.  Further information is 
available from Athlone IT.

Mary Kilduff 
Belmont, Co.Offaly 

Course
Having always known that I wanted 
to study an equine related course, 
I picked the course at Gurteen as it 
covered many aspects of the Equine 
Industry that I was interested in 
especially the business as it it vital 
when working in the Irish 
Thoroughbred industry to have a good 
understanding.

Practical Learning
With the help of my course manager 
I was very lucky to get placement in 
two of Ireland's top Studs Ballylinch 
Stud and Newtown Stud which gave 
me vital experience and contacts in the 
industry which has helped me greatly 
in my career so far. 

Future Plans
Since I completed the course, I have 
worked in the thoroughbred industry, 
on the business side, I plan to keep 
widening my experiences to one day 
set up my own business within the 
industry. 
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Higher Certificate in Business in Equine 
Course Duration:  Two Years
Awarding Body:  QQI
Course Code:  AL652
Progression:  Bachelor of Business in Equine Level 7 (AIT & Gurteen College)
   Bachelor of Business (Hons) Level 8 (AIT)
Location:   Gurteen College and Athlone IT
Application:  CAO
Maintenance Grant:  Application through SUSI (Means Tested)

C
A

RE
ER

 P
RO

FI
LE



Entry Requirements and Application Procedures
Recruitment to the course is through the CAO. Applicants must have passes in five Leaving 
Certificate subjects at ordinary level, Grade D3 or better. The subjects passed must include 
Mathematics and either English or Irish. Holders of QQI awards at Level 5, and mature 
students may also apply. The standard points system is used to rank applicants.

Course Aims
The course aims to provide the student with a firm grounding in technical skills in the areas of 
landscape design and construction, sport turf management, nursery
stock production and food crop production. Throughout the course students acquire 
knowledge of the identification and use of plants in the environment. They also gain an 
understanding of the concepts and processes of management and information technology.

Location
The course is offered jointly by two horticultural colleges and Waterford Institute of 
Technology. The two partnerships offering the course are:
• Kildalton College, Co. Kilkenny and Waterford Institute of Technology (Code:WD096)
• College of Amenity Horticulture, National Botanic Gardens, Dublin and Waterford 
• Institute of Technology (Code:WD097)

Course Structure and Content
The course is semesterised and modularised. There are two semesters in each year and students 
take five to six modules per semester. On successful completion,
students are awarded a Bachelor of Science in Horticulture Level 7. This award meets the 
training requirement for Stamp Duty Exemption.

Kildalton College, Co. Kilkenny & Waterford IT
During Year 1 students spend four days per week at the Kildalton College and one day per week 
at the Institute of Technology. In Year 2, students spend one day per week at the Institute of 
Technology in Semester 1. Students spend Semester 2 on a 15-week placement training 
programme on approved horticultural placement units. In Year 3, students spend one to two 
days per week at Kildalton College and four days at the Institute of Technology.

College of Amenity Horticulture, National Botanic Gardens, Dublin & Waterford IT 
During Year 1 students are based at the College of Amenity Horticulture. In Year 2, students 
spend Semester 1 at the College and Semester 2 on a 15 week placement training programme. 
In Year 3, students are based at the College. 

Progression
Holders of Bachelor of Science in Horticulture Level 7 may progress to:
• Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Land Management (Horticulture) Level 8 at Waterford 

Institute of Technology (WIT).
• Bachelor of Science in Horticulture (Level 8) at Dublin City University (DCU) run in 

association with Teagasc College of Amenity Horticulture, National Botanic Gardens
• Transfer to University College Dublin (UCD) degree programmes in Horticulture, 

Landscape and Sportsturf Management. Further information is available from the relevant 
provider.

Samuel Belton
Artane, Dublin

Having studied biology at school and 
then achieving a Level 5 Certificate in 
Horticulture at the College of Amenity 
Horticulture, National Botanic 
Gardens, the BSc in Horticulture 
offered by WIT was a natural step 
forwards for me.  

Having an interest in the plant 
sciences and the more technical 
aspects of the horticultural industry, 
a diverse range of modules are offered 
ranging from market gardening and 
nursery stock production to soil 
science, which allowed me to gain an 
on-the-ground practical appreciation 
of the area as well as many invaluable 
skills. 

Studying, and even working in the 
Botanic Gardens, also allowed me to 
determine exactly what area I wanted 
to concentrate on in the future. 

The opportunity to carry out a thesis 
project in year 3, while also 
receiving help and advice from 
Teagasc researchers, gave me an 
opportunity to delve deeper, and 
research more, into my then-acquired 
interests in plant defence mechanisms 
and insect-pests that are important in 
horticulture.

The results attained in my thesis 
project have led to an offer from UCD 
to do a taught MSc in Plant Biology 
and Biotechnology, something which I 
feel I am now well-prepared for.
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Bachelor of Science in Horticulture (Level 7)
Course Duration:  Three Years
Awarding Body:  QQI
Course Code:  WD096 (Kildalton College) WD097 (National Botanic Gardens)
Location:   Two Horticultural Colleges/Waterford Institute of Technology
Application:  CAO or advanced entry
Maintenance Grant:  Application through SUSI (Means Tested)
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Adult and Continuing Education



Each year over 5,000 individuals from the farming and foods sectors participate in courses 
ranging from 20 hours right up to major awards.

Education and training courses are provided across a very wide range of areas, from leading 
edge technology and business courses, to issues concerning the public good, such as the 
environment, food safety and occupational safety.

All the courses however have one thing in common. They bring together a group of like-
minded people and provide up to date information relevant to the needs of the participants.

The courses are delivered in modules of 20 hours (minimum) duration. The courses are 
nationally accredited by QQI. 

Lifelong learning and continuing education are now a feature of all professions and 
walks of life and in this regard farmers and rural dwellers are no different to anyone 
else. To meet this demand Teagasc now provides a comprehensive range of adult 
education programmes at local offices in each county.

Adult and Continuing Education 
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Agriculture - 
Part-time Courses

Teagasc Distance Education Green Cert for Non Agricultural Award Holders 

Course Duration:  Minimum of 15 - 18 months
Awarding Body:   QQI
Course Code(s):   5M2373 and 6S3006 
Progression:   Level 6 Advanced Certificate in Agriculture
Location:   Teagasc Regional Education Centres and Agricultural Colleges
Application:   Course details are provided at www.teagasc.ie/training/courses

Entry Requirements
Applicants must be a holder of a Level 6 or higher major award in a non-agricultural discipline. If the award is not on the National 
Framework of Qualifications, or if there can be any doubt as to the equivalence of the award on the National Framework of 
Qualifications, the onus is on the applicant to provide proof that the award meets this entry requirement. Information on the 
National Framework of Qualifications is available from Quality and Qualifications Ireland’ (QQI), Qualification Recognition
Service Applicants must also have continuous access to a commercial farm in the Republic of Ireland (home farm or approved 
nominated farm) for the duration of the course in order to develop proficiency in farm tasks and complete farm base assignment 
and projects. They must have access to all farm details including financial details on the nominated farm and are expected to 
spend at least two days per week on this farm and be involved in the farm operation and management.

Course Aim
This course has been developed to meet the training requirements for full-time or part-time farmers that hold a non-agricultural 
Level 6 or higher Major award qualification. The Teagasc Distance Education Green Cert for Non Agricultural Award Holders 
meets the training requirement for Stamp Duty Exemption and for Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine Schemes.  
The course covers subjects such as farm business organisation, animal production science, crop production science, farm 
enterprise production modules, communications module, chemical fertiliser application, farm management, farm business 
planning and farm performance measurement, and safe use of pesticides.
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Course Duration and Location
This part-time course extends over a minimum of 15-18 months and is offered at Teagasc Regional Education Centres 
and 
Agricultural Colleges as a distance learning option. 

Course Content
Teagasc Distance Education Green Cert for Non Agricultural Award Holders course: 
• Comprises of two separate awards, the Level 5 Certificate in Agriculture (120 credits) and the 
 Level 6 Specific Purpose Certificate in Farm Administration (40 credits)
• Has a minimum entry requirement of a Level 6 major Non-Agricultural Award
• Requires in the region of 150 hours direct contact (including classroom sessions, 
 practical skills instruction; farm planning sessions, tutorials; exam time; practical skills 
 assessment time). Attendance will be on week days during normal business hours. 
 Depending on local arrangements, centres will endeavour to provide applicants with a 
 schedule of some or all attendance days before the start of the course.
• Requires a 12 month practical learning period. This will be completed on the home farm/
 nominated farm in the Republic of Ireland.
• Learners must have access to a nominated farm as they are required to spend approximately 
 two days per week (eg evenings or weekends) of active participation on the nominated farm 
 to practice skills and apply knowledge from the courses.
• In order to complete some projects, learners have to be able to access a full set of farm 
 accounts and herd breed data where relevant for the nominated farm. Students must be normally resident on  
 the island of Ireland for the duration of the course.

Application Process
The distance education green cert is only offered at specific Teagasc centres/colleges.  Applications are only taken 
during specific advertised application periods.  Further information is available at www.teagasc.ie 
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Horticulture - Part-Time Courses 
Location: 
• Teagasc College of Amenity Horticulture, National Botanic Gardens, Glasnevin, Dublin 9
• Teagasc College of Horticulture, Kildalton, Piltown, Co Kilkenny

Plant Identification and Use 
Level 5 component award - QQI Code 5N2527

This course will equip the learner with the knowledge, skill and competence to identify a wide range of plant material, and their 
characteristics and use in different horticultural situations.  A plant portfolio will be completed as part of the assessment.

Nursery Stock Production 
Level 6 component award - QQI Code 6N3610

This course is designed for those already employed in the area of nursery stock who are interested in deepening both their 
scientific and applied knowledge of professional plant propagation.  It will equip the learner with the knowledge, skill and 
competence to perform operations in a garden centre and in a nursery stock plant production unit.  Learners will plan a crop 
production programme for a range of crops, perform cultural techniques such as taking cuttings, pruning, pricking off and potting 
on, and recognise crop pests, diseases and weeds.

Sports Turf Science and Maintenance 
Level 6 component award - QQI Code 6N3622

This course is designed for those already employed in the area of sports turf management in particular golf courses, sports fields/
pitches, equestrian or any other sports facility.  The course will focus on the use of sustainable methods of managing turfgrass.  
Particular emphasis will be placed on developing a thorough understanding of Integrated Pest Management (IPM) and 
environmental conservation as required under the Sustainable Use Directive (SUD) legislation.

Landscape Design and Construction
Level 6 component award - QQI Code 6N3620

This course is intended for those who are already employed in the landscaping sector.  It is particularly suited to those who have 
gained knowledge from previous study of horticulture or have relevant design and plant knowledge.  During the course the 
students develop a range of practical skills for garden design and construction as well as drawing skills.  These include a knowledge 
of the Principles and Elements of Design and the Design process.  Students will design and build a range of garden features and 
their practical skills of both garden construction and design will be assessed after training.

For further details contact:
• Teagasc College of Amenity Horticulture, National Botanic Gardens, Glasnevin, Dublin 9.  
 Tel: 01 8040201  Email: botanic.college@teagasc.ie
• Teagasc College of Horticulture, Kildalton, Piltown, Co Kilkenny.  
 Tel: 051 644400  Email: kildalton.college@teagasc.ie

Horticulture - 
Part-time Courses
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Teagasc Short Courses for Adults and Industry 
Teagasc Knowledge Transfer Departments
Teagasc offer a wide range of courses for adults and agri-food sector employees.  Many of these courses are accredited.  The list 
below is not exhaustive.  Please contact your Teagasc Education Officer or your Teagasc Advisory Region for advice on available 
Teagasc courses in your region (contact details at the back of this book).  Courses are provided subject to demand and staff 
resources being available.

Artisan Food Courses
For further details contact (dairy) Eddie O’Neill, phone 087 2893392, email eddie.oneill@teagasc.ie; and (meat) Carmel Farrell, 
phone 01 8059752, email carmel.farrell@teagasc.ie

Crop Nutrition Management
The Level 6 Certificate in Managing Crop Nutrition (QQI accredited specific purpose award) is aimed at those working in the crop 
nutrition sector.  The course will equip learners with the relevant knowledge and skill to assess forage, cereal and root crop nutrient 
requirements and to recommend applied nutrients to maximise return in an environmentally safe manner.  For further information 
contact Mark Plunkett, phone 087 9753588, email mark.plunkett@teagasc.ie

Discussion Groups
Teagasc has a network of discussion groups covering all major farm enterprises.  There are Knowledge Transfer Groups across six 
enterprise sectors – beef, sheep, dairy, tillage, equine and poultry.  These groups will provide a key support to the agri-food sector 
in building its knowledge and gaining the skills base to underpin continued growth and competitiveness.  Discussion groups 
normally comprise of 12-20 farmers coming together on a regular basis to discuss issues of mutual interest.  They operate on 
the basis that adults learn better from each other with the facilitator merely guiding the discussion as opposed to the traditional 
classroom, student/teacher model.  For further details contact any local Teagasc centre.

Energy Crop Management 
The purpose of the Level 6 Certificate in Energy Crop Management (QQI accredited component award) is to equip the learner 
with the knowledge, skill and competence to manage the production and marketing of energy crops and forestry bio-mass.  
Target participants include grower groups (supply chains), farmers, agricultural consultants, local and regional policy makers, 
financial institution, and the insurance industry.  This component award can be used as part of the Level 6 Advanced Certificate in 
Agriculture.  For further information contact Barry Caslin, phone 076 1111213, emailbarry.caslin@teagasc.ie

Equine Courses 
A number of equine relates short courses are available through Teagasc: 
• Equine Marketing for Beginners

This course includes use of social media, video, photography and websites in marketing horses.  Location of courses will be 
dependent on local interest.  Further details from Declan McArdle, phone 087 6831876, email declan.mcardle@teagasc.ie

 
• Horsemanship Skills

Horsemanship skills courses are scheduled according to levels of interest.  Participants will be shown basic handling, how 
to show a horse in hand, lunge a horse on the flat and over a fence and loose school a young horse.  This is a hands-on 

Short Courses 
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course and participants are required to bring their own horse.  Further details from Declan McArdle (087) 6831876 declan.
mcardle@teagasc.ie

• Distance Learning Horse Breeding Short Course
Typically this programme runs over a six-eight week period with tutor support for the duration.  This course covers setting 
breeding objectives, anatomy and physiology of the mare, husbandry of mares and youngstock up to weaning.  A full day on 
farm is also part of the course.  Further details from Wendy Conlon, phone 087 9879083, email wendy.conlon@teagasc.ie

Forestry Courses
Teagasc provide a range of short courses and training events in forestry.  Skills training covers subjects such as tree planting, timber 
measurement, stack measurement, and formative shaping.  Short courses are also available in:
• Introduction to Forestry
• Sustainable Forest Management
• Post-Harvest Training
• Woodland Management/Regeneration
• Wood Energy Course
Courses are provided subject to demand.  For further information visit our website - www.teagasc.ie/crops/forestry/

Goat Farming
Information on goat farming can be obtained from Cian Condon, phone 087 9196515, email cian.condon@teagasc.ie

Green Low-Carbon Agri-Environment Scheme (GLAS) 
For information on GLAS courses contact Catherine Keena, phone 087 4197688, email catherine.kenna@teagasc.ie

Internet for Farmers
For information on Internet for Farmers Courses, contact your nearest Teagasc Education Officer - details at the back of this book.   

Managing Crop Nutrition 
The Level 6 Certificate in Managing Crop Nutrition (QQI accredited component award) is aimed at those working in the crop 
(grassland and tillage) nutrition sector.  The course will equip learners with the relevant knowledge and skill to assess forage, cereal, 
root and energy crop nutrient requirements and to recommend applied nutrients to maximise return in an environmentally safe 
manner.  Course information available from Mark Plunkett, phone 087 975358, email mark.plunkett@teagasc.ie

Mechanical Hedge Cutting Contractors Course
This course aims to equip the learner with the relevant knowledge, skill and competence to carry out mechanical hedge trimming 
and hedgerow maintenance.  Courses arranged subject to demand based at the Salesian Agricultural College, Pallaskenry, Co 
Limerick.  Course information available from Catherine Keena, phone 087 4197688, email catherine.kenna@teagasc.ie or through 
Pallaskenry Agricultural College 061 393100

Milking Related Courses
• Best Practice in Milking 

The purpose of this practical course is to equip the learner with the knowledge, skill and competence to manage the dairy 
herd milking in a manner that integrates key milking routines with required milk quality, food safety, dairy herd health and 
dairy cow welfare best practice.  Target participants include both dairy farmers and specialised milkers.  Course information 
available from Padraig O’Connor, phone 087 9389305, email padraig.oconnor@teagasc.ie



• Industry Training for Milking Machine Installation 
Teagasc provides this training course for milking machine testers and installers on behalf of IMQCS (the Irish 
Milk Quality Co-Operative Society Ltd).  The training course is targeted at milking machine technicians who 
aim to achieve certification in milking machine testing and installation and have their names listed on the 
IMQCS Directory of Milking Machine Testers and Installers.  The course is also beneficial to veterinary surgeons, 
consultants and others working in the area of milk quality.  The course provides both machine testing skills and the 
specialised knowledge of how milking machine technology influences milk quality.  More information available on 
www.milkquality.ie and from Tom Ryan, phone 087 6184283, email tom.ryan@teagasc.ie

Options
Teagasc run Options workshops which aim to provide new thinking and generate new ideas both on and off farm.  The 
workshops are free of charge and are aimed at both farmers and rural dwellers interested in increasing their income and/
or looking at rural diversification opportunities.  Areas explored include getting farm financially fit, rural tourism, artisan 
food production, alternative land-use options and scheme and grant support.  For further information contact Dan 
Clavin, phone 087 9368506, email dan.clavin@teagasc.ie or Mary Ryan, phone 087 2242281, email mary.ryan@teagasc.ie

Organic Farming
The Level 5 Introduction to Organic Farming course (QQI accredited component award) is aimed at those both looking 
to enter organic farming and to those who have recently entered the sector.  The course will equip learners with the 
knowledge and skills regarding the principles of organic production, how to interpret organic production standards, 
and how to assess the economic viability and market opportunities for organic production.  This course satisfies the 
educational requirement to enter the DAFM Organic Farming Scheme (OFS).  For further information contact Elaine 
Leavy, phone 087 9853285, email elaine.leary@teagasc.ie   or Dan Clavin, phone 087 9368506, email dan.clavin@teagasc.ie

Pesticides Training 
Courses on The Safe Use of Pesticides and Pesticide Application (QQI accredited component awards)  will equip learners 
with the knowledge, skill and competence to use and apply plant pesticides in accordance with requirements of current 
national and EU legislation and directives.  Contact your Teagasc Education Officer for further details (contact details at 
the back of this book).

Poultry Farming
For further details please contact Elaine Leavy, phone 087 9853285, email elaine.leavy@teagasc.ie

Protection of Live Animals during Transport 
Teagasc is the sole provider of the Certificate of Competence course of the Protection of Live Animals during Transport 
(EU regulation).  This certificate, which on successful completion of the course, is awarded by DAFM, covers the transport 
of all livestock, poultry and pets, other than horses and is valid for a period of 10 years.  Course details are available 
through Ballyhaise Agricultural College 049 4338108 or Kildalton Agricultural College 051 644440
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Teagasc plans to hold courses on completing the Farm Safety Code of Practice at a number of venues in 
each county. To be notified of the dates and venues in your county and to book a place, contact Teagasc 
using the contact information listed below.

County Phone Number Email
Cavan 049-4338300 eileen.mccabe@teagasc.ie
Clare 065-6828676 maura.horan@teagasc.ie
Carlow 059-9183555 margaret.cullinan@teagasc.ie
Cork East 025-42244 eithne.gowen@teagasc.ie
Cork West 026-41604 gretta.omahony@teagasc.ie
Donegal 074-9121555 yvonne.coulter@teagasc.ie
Dublin 01-8459026 teresa.rooney@teagasc.ie
Galway 091-845200 eileen.moriarty@teagasc.ie
Kerry 066 -7125077 betty.mcelligott@teagasc.ie
Kildare 045-899782 grace.conlon@teagasc.ie
Kilkenny 056-7721153 sinead.barrow@teagasc.ie
Laois 057 8621326 sadie.bergin@teagasc.ie
Leitrim 071-9631076 mary.quinn@teagasc.ie
Limerick 069-61444 margaret.m.obrien@teagasc.ie
Longford 043 -3341021 deirdre.glennon@teagasc.ie
Louth 042-9332 263 caroline.mcgeough@teagasc.ie
Mayo 096 -22077 mary.mcandrew@teagasc.ie
Meath 046-9021792 catherine.mcconnell@teagasc.ie
Monaghan 047-81188 melissa.corey@teagasc.ie
Offaly 057-932 1405 ann.kearns@teagasc.ie
Roscommon 090-6626166 finola.finn@teagasc.ie

Sligo 071-985 5107 johann.downes@teagasc.ie
Tipperary North 0504-21777 maria.hartnett@teagasc.ie
Tipperary South 052-6121300 josie.hughes@teagasc.ie
Waterford 058-41211 ann.odonovan@teagasc.ie
Westmeath 044-9340721 margaret.mccormack@teagasc.ie
Wexford 053-92392 10 sybil.mernagh@teagasc.ie
Wicklow 0402-38171 sylvia.castles@teagasc.ie
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Food Industry Training 



Teagasc is the leading supplier of training to the food processing and retail sector in food safety 
and quality systems, food legislation, food innovation and new product development. Teagasc 
provides training in all aspects of food quality and safety with a view to assisting food 
businesses to meet legal obligations, customer requirements and industry best practice. 

Teagasc’s main strengths are derived from broad experience in the food sector and the applied 
nature of the training programmes provided. Many of our programmes incorporate a practical 
on-the-job element to optimise the transfer of information and maximise application.  Some of 
the courses carry QQI accreditation.

Teagasc food industry training is provided from two main centres, Teagasc Food Research 
Centre, Ashtown, Dublin 15, and Teagasc Food Research Centre, Moorepark, Fermoy, Co 
Cork. 

Customised training is also provided at more local level and on site where it is deemed 
appropriate.  Some of the courses carry QQI accreditation.

Please Note
The food courses listed in following pages are currently being redeveloped to meet 
Common Award Standards set by Quality and Qualifications Ireland.   Details and content of 
these courses may substantially change over the coming year. All courses listed may not 
necessarily be offered in the future. Courses are offered subject to sufficient demand. If you 
have a query please contact the contact person listed for each course.
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The Irish food industry needs to be able to guarantee the quality of the product it is 
supplying to increasingly discerning consumers.
In order to maintain and improve market position, food companies must be 
committed to training their personnel in the technologies required in modern food 
manufacturing.
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Managing Food Safety through HACCP
Legislation, together with increased customer demands for control of food safety have led to demands for 
food safety management systems, incorporating Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point (HACCP). This 
course which is entitled HACCP in Food Safety, provides individuals with responsibility for food safety, with 
the knowledge required to develop an effective food safety system, incorporating HACCP.

Course Aims
On completion of the training course participants should be able to:
• Understand the role of hygiene in a HACCP based food safety management system
• Describe the requirements of Food Safety Management incorporating HACCP Standard
• Understand the principles of HACCP and how it is applied within a food safety management system.

Course Content
Day 1:
• Management responsibility for food safety
• Hygiene in food safety
• Supplier controls for food safety
• Origins of HACCP, Legislation, Benefits etc

Day 2:
• Process controls incorporating HACCP

- Seven CODEX HACCP Principles
- Developing a HACCP plan
- Work through the CODEX logic sequence 

Location
Contact below for details.

Duration 
Two days.

Assessment and Certification
Assessment is by means of written examinations and completion of project work. The course is 
certified through QQI.

Target Participants
This course is aimed at persons in food businesses who require a thorough understanding of the theory 
and practical application of HACCP based food safety management systems. Participants must have a good 
knowledge of hygiene standards through either formal qualifications or relevant work experience.

Further information
Margaret Hennessy, Course Administration, Teagasc Food Research Centre, Ashtown, Dublin 15. D15 KN3K
Phone: 01 8059500  
Fax: 01 8059550 
Email: courseadministrator@teagasc.ie



Manufacturing Meat Products
Course Aims
This one-day workshop consists of information and practical sessions, which are used to 
help communicate the properties of meat, and the skills needed to make speciality and other 
meat products.

Course Content
The training workshop includes demonstrations and presentations. The following topics are 
covered:
• Composition, functional properties and sourcing of meat
• Equipment, formulations and processes required to make a range of meat products
• Role and use of packaging in meat products
• Key steps in developing new meat products for the marketplace

The practical element of the course covers one of the following product groups:
1. Restructured products (eg burgers, sausages), puddings, pates
2. Dry curing and wet curing, continental meat products
3. Prepared meat products eg breaded, en-croute, heat and serve

Location
Contact below for details.

Duration 
One day. 

Assessment / Certification
A certificate of attendance will be provided.

Target Participants
This course is aimed at those who are looking to produce meat products or those who 
already producing meat products and want to better understand the process.

Further information
Margaret Hennessy, Course Administration, Teagasc Food Research Centre, Ashtown, 
Dublin 15. D15 KN3K
Phone: 01 8059500 
Fax: 01 8059550
Email: courseadministrator@teagasc.ie
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Hygiene Management in Food Safety
The management of hygiene is an essential component of food safety controls in food production operations.

Course Aims
On completion of this course participants will:
• Understand the importance of hygiene in food safety management
• Have a knowledge of food microbiology in relation to food preservation and safety
• Know how to develop and manage hygiene controls including cleaning and pest control
• Know how to verify hygiene controls in food production

Course Content
The course addresses the following topics:
• Microbiology and Food Safety
• Food Spoilage and Preservation
• Pre-requisite Hygiene Standards
• Relationship between Food Hygiene and HACCP
• Managing Key Hygiene Activities such as Cleaning, Pest Control and Waste Disposal
• Hygiene in Supplier Control
• Verifying a Food Hygiene System

Target Participants
This course is aimed at managers, supervisors and those responsible for developing and implementing a 
hygiene management system.

Location
Contact below for details 

Duration
Three days

Assessment/Certification
Assessment is through written examination and a selected project related to the management of 
hygiene. A QQI certificate will be issued on the successful completion of the course.

Further information
Margaret Hennessy, Course Administration, Teagasc Food Research Centre, Ashtown, Dublin 15. D15 KN3K
Phone: 01-8059500
Fax 01-8059550
Email: courseadministrator@teagasc.ie
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Thermal Process Validation
Process validation can provide evidence of a safe and effective food process. Also, validating a 
process can assist in increasing product quality, process efficiency and reducing costs.

Course Aims
The course will provide participants with a comprehensive overview on thermal process 
validation and will address the legal, technical and engineering aspects of process validation.

Course Content
The course will address the following topics:
• Legal and Technical Requirements for Process Validation
• Microbiological Principles behind Pasteurisation, Sterilisation and Chilling
• Validation Equipment, Calibration and Accuracy Requirements
• Heat Distribution and Penetration
• Process Validation in New Product Development

Target Participants
This course is aimed at technical and production managers who are responsible for safe food 
production and the development of new food products. The course is also of benefit to 
regulatory personnel who assess food safety controls.

Location
Contact below for details

Duration 
One day
Assessment / Certification
A certificate of attendance will be provided.

Further information
Margaret Hennessy, Course Administration, Teagasc Food Research Centre, Ashtown, 
Dublin 15. D15 KN3K
Phone: 01-8059500 
Fax 01-8059550
Email: courseadministrator@teagasc.ie
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Understanding Requirements of British Retail Consortium 
Standard (BRC) - Food Sector
Course Aims
The BRC Food Global Standard is now a benchmark requirement, which manufacturers of branded goods 
supplying UK retailers must meet. The standard details requirements for quality, hygiene and product safety 
and requirements for suppliers of food retailers. The aim of this course is to enable participants to:
• Gain an in depth and practical understanding of the BRC Standard requirements
• Develop and implement a documented system to comply with the Standard’s requirements, and
• Understand how third party evaluations against the Standard operate

Course Content
This two day training workshop will address the following topics:
• Key Requirements of the BRC Standard
• HACCP Requirements
• Factory Environment/Hygiene Standards
• Product and Process Controls
• Documentation
• System Auditing and Improvement 

Location
Contact below for details

Duration
Two days

Assessment/Certification
A certificate of attendance will be provided. Target Participants
• Technical and production managers in food businesses
• Food regulatory inspectors
• Food sector consultants

Further information
Margaret Hennessy, Course Administration, Teagasc Food Research Centre, Ashtown, Dublin 15. D15 KN3K
Phone: 01 8059500
Fax: 01 8059550
Email: courseadministrator@teagasc.ie
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Food Standards Auditing
Course Aims
Food standards once implemented must be maintained. This course is designed to equip 
participants to audit food safety management systems either within their own company or 
those of their suppliers.

Course Content
• Current Food Standards
• Legal and Commercial Food Safety Requirements
• Food Safety Audit Process
• Procedures/Checklists for Carrying out Food Safety Audits
• Internal, Customer, Regulatory and Third Party Audits

Location
Contact below for details

Duration
Two days training and a half-day audit assessment
written examination

Assessment and Certification
Participants must pass an end of course written and practical examination. The course is 
certified through QQI.

Target Participants
The programme is aimed at personnel with responsibility for evaluating food safety 
controls and systems, in particular those involved in internal, external or supplier audits of 
food businesses. Participants must have a good knowledge of HACCP and food safety 
principles, through either a formal food science qualification and/or relevant professional 
experience.

Further information
Margaret Hennessy, Teagasc Food Research Centre, Ashtown, Dublin 15. D15 KN3K
Phone: 01 8059500 
Fax: 01 8059550
Email: courseadministrator@teagasc.ie
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Trainer Skills in Food Safety and Hygiene
Course Aims
Ensuring the effectiveness and recognition of training carried out is an important issue for the food 
industry. This course is designed to equip participants to plan, deliver and evaluate in-company 
training.

Course Content
• Planning and Preparation for a Training Course
• Knowledge and Skills Needed to Deliver a Training Course
• Evaluating and Improving on a Training Course

Location
Teagasc Food Research Centre, Ashtown, Dublin 15. D15 KN3K

Duration
Two Days and in-company presentation

Target Participants
This course is aimed at technical and production personnel involved in food safety training in food 
businesses. Participants must have a formal science qualification or relevant professional experience.

Further information
Margaret Hennessy, Teagasc Food Research Centre, Ashtown, Dublin 15. D15 KN3K
Phone: 01 8059500 
Fax: 01 8059550
Email: courseadministrator@teagasc.ie
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Certificate in Sensory Principles (IFST, UK)
Course Aims
This one-day workshop consists of a series of lectures and practical sessions, which are used to 
help communicate the importance of food sensory practice, from recruitment and training of 
sensory assessors to the selection of appropriate methods.

Course Content
The workshop is interactive and covers the following topics:
• Introduction to Sensory Science – Definitions, Applications and Benefits
• Understanding the Physiological and Psychological Aspects of Perception
• Practical Considerations for Sensory Testing – Facilities and Assessors
• Overview of Sensory Methodology – Which Methods, When?

A one-hour exam is set by the Institute of Food Science and Technology at the end of the 
course. All participants passing the exam will be awarded a Certificate of Achievement at 
Foundation Level.

Location
Dublin

Target Participation
The course is aimed at participants who are new to this discipline or those who wish to receive 
an overview of sensory analysis.

Further information
Margaret Hennessy, Teagasc Food Research Centre, Ashtown, Dublin 15. D15 KN3K
Phone: 01 8059500 
Fax: 01 8059550
Email: courseadministrator@teagasc.ie
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Laboratory Auditing
The number of laboratories implementing a Quality System (mainly ILAB) has grown in recent years. 
The need to verify the laboratory’s activities is an important requirement for the successful 
implementation of the Quality System.

Course objectives
The need to train auditors to carry out such audits is also of major importance, hence the development 
of this auditor training course.
At the end of this two-day course participants will have:
• Detailed knowledge of the requirements of ISO/17025 “General Requirements for the 

competence of Testing and Calibration Laboratories”. The NAB requirements are based on this 
European Standard.

• Detailed knowledge of the principles of auditing.
• Practice at carrying out an audit against the standard requirements and documented procedures.

Course Content
• Overview of the Requirements of ISO/17025 with a Perspective on Auditing.
• Role of Auditor and Auditee.
• Preparation for Carrying out Successful Audits.
• The use and Preparation of Checklists for Auditing.
• Performance of an Audit (practical exercise)
• Documenting Non-Conformances and Corrective Action.
• Follow up on Audit Findings. 

Assessment and Certification
Assessment is by means of written examinations and completion of course work. This course is 
certified through QQI.

Target Participants
Laboratory managers, Quality managers or other personnel associated with the implementation of the 
laboratory quality system or the performance of internal audits.

Duration and Location
Teagasc Food Research Centre, Ashtown, Dublin. Two days

Further information
Margaret Hennessy, Teagasc Food Research Centre, Ashtown, Dublin 15. D15 KN3K
Phone: 01 8059500 
Fax: 01 8059550
Email: courseadministrator@teagasc.ie
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Legal Labels Ireland
Course Aims
Legal Labels Ireland is structured to function as a fully comprehensive review of current 
regulations and official recommendations. Starting from first principles, presentations cover all 
major labelling considerations with emphasis placed on more topical and complicated issues 
such as product specific labelling for foods with compositional standards, allergens, additive 
controls and labelling, nutrition and health claims, and the new developments in general food 
labelling. This course is run in conjunction with Leatherhead Food Research Association UK.

Course Content
• General Food Labelling
• Nutrition Food Labelling
• Product Specific Food Labelling
• Claims (Health and other Claims)
• Design of Labelling Management System 

Location
Dublin

Duration
Two Days

Assessment and Certification
A certificate of attendance will be provided. 

Further information
Margaret Hennessy, Teagasc Food Research Centre, Ashtown, Dublin 15. D15 KN3K
Phone: 01 8059500 
Fax: 01 8059550
Email: courseadministrator@teagasc.ie
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Farmhouse Cheese Making
Course Aims
This course aims to help companies achieve a more competitive position through improved knowledge 
of farmhouse cheese production and also marketing know-how, consumer insight and competency in 
relation to maintaining and building trade business.

Course Content
Main components of milk and their properties and importance for cheese making.
Hygiene in milk, eg milk storage. Basic principles of cheese making, eg starter preparation and 
addition, renneting and coagulation, curd cutting and handling. Principles of HACCP. Technologies 
and procedures for different cheese varieties.

Course Location
Teagasc Food Research Centre, Moorepark, Fermoy. 

Training Approach
The course will consist of a combination of lectures and practicals, and a project based on a farmhouse 
cheese making plant and process, which must be completed in a four week period after the course.

Who should attend?
This programme is aimed at both start-ups and current industry operators. 

Assessment and Certification
Participants must pass an end of course written exam and complete a project within four weeks of 
completing the course. The course is certified through QQI.

Further information
Niamh O’Brien, Teagasc Food Research Centre, Moorepark, Fermoy, Co Cork. P61 C996
Phone: 025 42222 
Fax: 025 42340
Email: niamh.obrien@teagasc.ie
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Natural Cheese Making
Course Aims
This course has been developed to provide the dairy processing operative with a better 
knowledge of the principles and practices involved in making natural cheeses.

Course Content
Main components of milk and their properties and importance for cheese making. 
Pre-treatment factors essential for good cheese production, eg milk storage, separation and 
pasteurisation. Basic principles of cheese making, eg starter preparation and addition, 
renneting and coagulation, curd cutting and handling. Technologies for different cheese 
varieties, eg Cheddar, Gouda and Mozzarella. Procedure for fault finding in cheese production.

Course Location
Teagasc Food Research Centre, Moorepark, Fermoy. 

Course Duration
Three days

Training Approach
The course will consist of a combination of lectures and practicals and a project based on 
in-company plant and process, which must be completed in a four week period after the course.

Target Participants
New or trainee operators. Experienced operators who have had no previous formal training in 
this area.

Further information
Niamh O’Brien, Teagasc Food Research Centre, Moorepark, Fermoy, Co Cork. P61 C996
Phone: 025 42222 
Fax: 025 42340
Email: niamh.obrien@teagasc.ie
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Processed and Substitute Cheese Products
Course Aims
This course has been developed to provide the dairy processing operative with a better knowledge of 
the principles and practices involved in process and substitute cheese products.

Course Content
Principles of manufacture and applications of processed cheese products, eg role of emulsifying salts, 
protein hydration and fat emulsfication. Basic principles of batch and continuous production 
processes. Role of ingredients in processed and spreadable cheese and substitute cheese. Quality 
assessment and measurement of product characteristics, eg flowability, stretchability, apparent 
viscosity and Instron testing.

Course Location
Teagasc Food Research Centre, Moorepark, Fermoy

Course Duration 
Three days

Training Approach
The course will consist of a combination of lectures and practicals and a project based on in-company 
plant and process, which must be completed in a four week period after the course.

Target Participants
New or trainee operators. Experienced operators who have had no previous formal training in this 
area.

Further information
Niamh O’Brien, Teagasc Food Research Centre, Moorepark, Fermoy, Co Cork. P61 C996
Phone: 025 42222 
Fax: 025 42340
Email: niamh.obrien@teagasc.ie
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Spray Drying
Course Aim
The course has been developed to provide the dairy processing operative with a better 
knowledge of the principles and practices involved in spray drying.

Course Content
Basic principles of spray drying and the properties of the various products manufactured. 
Components and principles of operation of spray driers. Spray drying plant (MTL) start-up, 
stabilisation and shut-down. Specifications (microbiological and physical) requirements of 
powder products and the main factors affecting them. Principles and operation of 
plant-in-place cleaning (CIP). Safety precautions in plant operation. Practical approach to fault 
finding in the plant.

Course Location
Teagasc Food Research Centre, Moorepark, Fermoy 

Course Duration
Four Days

Training Approach
The course will consist of a combination of lectures and practicals and a project based on 
in-company plant and process, which must be completed in a four-week period after the 
course.

Target Participants
New or trainee operators who have successfully completed dairy food processing courses. 
Experienced operators who have had no previous formal training in this area.

Further information
Niamh O’Brien, Teagasc Food Research Centre, Moorepark, Fermoy, Co Cork. P61 C996
Phone: 025 42222 
Fax: 025 42340
Email: niamh.obrien@teagasc.ie
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Evaporation
Course Aims
The course has been developed to provide the dairy processing operative with a better knowledge of 
the principles and practices involved in evaporation.

Course Content
Basic principles of thermal processing of milk and the properties of milk concentrate. Components 
and principles of operation of single and multiple effect evaporators. Start-up, control and shut-down 
of the evaporator plant (at Moorepark). Interaction between plant operation and the production of 
Low,
Medium and High heat skim milk concentrate. Principles and operation of plant in- place cleaning 
(CIP). Approach to fault finding in the plant.

Course Location
Teagasc Food Research Centre, Moorepark, Fermoy

Course Duration 
Four days

Training Approach
The course will consist of a combination of lectures and practicals at Moorepark and a project based on 
in-company plant and process, which must be completed in a four week period after the course.

Target Participants
New or trainee operators who have successfully completed Dairy Food Processing courses. 
Experienced operators who have had no previous formal training in this area.

Further information
Niamh O’Brien, Teagasc Food Research Centre, Moorepark, Fermoy, Co Cork. P61 C996
Phone: 025 42222 
Fax: 025 42340
Email: niamh.obrien@teagasc.ie
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Process Control and Management
Course Aims
The course has been developed to provide the dairy processing operative with a better 
knowledge of the principles and practices involved in Process Control and Management in a 
modern food processing plant.

Course Content
Principles and operation of modern process control systems. Critical measurement and control 
points in the process. Implications of process control for the safe
and efficient operation of plant as well as for product quality and specifications. Instrument 
outputs e.g. recordings, printouts, control charts etc. Sources of instability during processing.

Course Location
Teagasc Food Research Centre, Moorepark, Fermoy 

Course Duration
Two Days

Training Approach
The course will consist of a combination of lectures and practicals and a project based on 
in-company plant and process, which must be completed in a four-week period after the 
course.

Target Participants
New or trainee operators. Experienced operators who have had no previous formal training 
in this area. It is particularly recommended as a foundation for further training in key process 
areas.

Further information
Niamh O’Brien, Teagasc Food Research Centre, Moorepark, Fermoy, Co Cork. P61 C996
Phone: 025 42222 
Fax: 025 42340
Email: niamh.obrien@teagasc.ie
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Plant and Process Hygiene
Course Aims
This course has been developed to provide the dairy operative with a better knowledge of the 
principles and practices of plant and process hygiene.

Course Content
Main micro-organisms that cause spoilage and food poisoning in milk and dairy products 
including sources of contamination. Roles of refrigeration, therminisation, pasteurisation, sterilisation 
and drying in food processing. Consequences of post-pasteurisation contamination and cross 
contamination. Quality Management Systems, (eg GMP, HACCP etc) and critical control points. 
Principles and procedures involved in cleaning, sanitising and sterilisation. CIP
systems, typical faults, and procedures for checking plant hygiene. Function and safety aspects of 
cleaning and sterilising chemicals e.g. acids, caustic etc.

Course Location
Teagasc Food Research Centre, Moorepark, Fermoy

Course Duration 
Two Days

Training Approach
The course will consist of a combination of lectures and practicals and an in- company project, which 
must be completed in a four week period after the course.

Target Participants
New or trainee operators. Experienced operators who have had no previous formal training in this 
area. It is particularly recommended as a foundation for further training in key process areas.

Further information
Niamh O’Brien, Teagasc Food Research Centre, Moorepark, Fermoy, Co Cork. P61 C996
Phone: 025 42222 
Fax: 025 42340
Email: niamh.obrien@teagasc.ie
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Basic Milk Processing
Course Aims
This course has been developed to provide the dairy processing operative with a better 
knowledge of the principles and practices involved in milk processing.

Course Content
Components of milk and understand their properties and importance. Factors vital to maintain 
milk quality from cow to product. Principles of basic milk processes, eg pumping, 
pasteurisation, separation and simple fault finding. Concepts of weight, volume, flowrate, and 
pressure. Standardisation problems.

Course Location
Teagasc Food Research Centre, Moorepark, Fermoy 

Course Duration
Three Days

Training Approach
The course will consist of a combination of lectures and practicals and an in- company project, 
which must be completed in a four week period after the course.

Target Participants
New or trainee operators. Experienced operators who have had no previous formal training 
in this area. It is particularly recommended as a foundation for further training in key dairy 
process areas.

Further information
Niamh O’Brien, Teagasc Food Research Centre, Moorepark, Fermoy, Co Cork. P61 C996
Phone: 025 42222 
Fax: 025 42340
Email: niamh.obrien@teagasc.ie
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Ballyhaise College is located 8km north of Cavan town. It is situated on an estate of 
220 hectares of grass and woodlands.

The house is c.300 years old and retains many of its historical features. At the rear of the house 
the buildings form a magnificently restored courtyard.

Student Accommodation
Students can live in rented rooms at the College or in the neighbouring village, 1km away.

Facilities/Activities
A large sports hall is available for indoor soccer, basketball, volleyball and badminton. There 
are also game rooms for pool, darts, table tennis, cards, TV and general 
socialising and three computer training rooms with Wi-Fi.

The College Farm
There are 120 cows plus replacements on 50 hectares. The college herd, which is spring 
calving, is part of the Teagasc Moorepark Dairy Research programme. The main focus of this 
programme is to improve grass growth and utilisation on heavy soils. Facilities include a 
modern 12 unit herringbone milking parlour with automatic drafting, slatted houses, an 
outdoor pad and calving and isolation boxes. A computerised management programme is used 
to facilitate record keeping.

The 60 cow suckler herd is split into Autumn and Spring calving herds to allow students to gain 
experience of both systems. Replacements are reared and all other progeny is brought to beef.

There is a sheep flock of 230 ewes. This is split into 80 to produce early fat lamb and 150 which 
are managed to lamb in mid-march to coincide with early grass. The sheep unit is equipped 
with excellent facilities including various types of housing and handling facilities.

There is a total of 200 cattle of various types and 100 are finished every year. The cattle are 
managed on a low cost system at a moderate stocking rate.

The farm includes 50 hectares of diverse woodlands which are used for the practical training of 
students who participate in the Level 5 and 6 Forestry courses and in DKIT joint courses.

Contact
John Kelly, Principal, Teagasc, Ballyhaise College, Ballyhaise, Co Cavan.  H12 E392
Phone: 049 4338108 
Fax: 049 4338540
Email: ballyhaise.college@teagasc.ie

Teagasc College - Ballyhaise Agricultural College
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The college adjoins the town of Clonakilty in picturesque West Cork. It is located just 
off the main Bandon-Clonakilty road.  Clonakilty is well known for its beauty and its 
hospitality.

Student Accommodation
Accommodation is provided locally through the West Cork Holiday Home Network (check 
website for details).

Facilities/Activities
Recreational facilities include TV, pool, basketball, indoor football and a playing pitch for 
hurling, gaelic football and soccer.  There is also a swimming pool complex within easy reach of 
the college.  The college has three computer suites.

The College Farm
Clonakilty College farm has 140 hectares.  The farm units give students a hands-on approach to 
learning but they are run to maximise profit and to reflect the practices adopted on 
commercial farms as well as utilising up-to-date Teagasc research and advice.  Milk 
production is based on the low cost model of grass-based dairying and utilises the natural 
advantage of Munster in growing good grass.  There are 84 hectares in the dairy unit with 180 
cows, and 50 replacements in the dairy enterprise.  It is a research-focused herd where Teagasc 
Research Centre Moorepark carries out research work.  Since 2013 the college has been running a 
system research trial involving grass/clover and cow genotype over 44 hectares.  Cows are milked 
in a fully computerised 20 unit side-by-side milking parlour. 

There are 28 hectares in the drystock unit.  The unit is a mixed grazing unit with a herd of 30 
spring-calving continental cows with the progeny reared to beef at two years.  They graze with a 
flock of 50 mid-season ewes.  The predominant breeds being Texel, Suffolk and Charollais.

Our glasshouse unit is involved in growing herbs for the Level 8 Herbal Science degree course and 
the Level 7 Bachelor of Science Degree in Horticulture course which are run by CIT.

Contact
Majella Moloney, Principal, Teagasc, Clonakilty College, Darrara, Clonakilty, Co Cork. P85 EK80
Phone: 023 883 2500
Fax: 023 883 2505
Email: clonakilty.college@teagasc.ie

Teagasc College - Clonakilty Agricultural College
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Kildalton College is situated in the village of Piltown, Co Kilkenny in the picturesque Suir 
valley. It is located on the main Waterford to Limerick road, approximately eight kilometres 
from Carrick-on-Suir and 20 kilometres from Waterford city.

The main part of the campus is the Bessborough House, which was built in 1745. There has been an 
extensive building programme at the college since it first opened as an Agricultural College in 1971.

Facilities/Activities
Full-time residential students are accommodated in single rooms at the college. Recreational facilities 
include TV, video, pool and table tennis. A playing pitch for hurling, gaelic football or soccer. There is 
also a swimming pool complex within easy reach of the college. The extensive landscaped grounds and 
lake are ideal for student leisure and relaxation.

The College Farm
The farm consists of 180 hectares. The main agricultural and horticultural enterprises are produced 
on the farm. The campus also has a modern horse breeding and training enterprise as well as a deer 
production enterprise

The dairy enterprise consists of 100 dairy cows producing 600,000 litres of milk. Cows calve in the 
spring and all calves are finished in a two year beef system. There are 45 suckler cows with progeny 
taken through to finished cattle.

There are 200 ewes, which are divided into early and mid-season lambing flocks.
There are 40 hectares of tillage, which includes wheat, oats, barley, sugar beet, maize, potatoes, oil seed 
rape and set-aside. The Department of Agriculture and Food run extensive trials on cereals, maize and 
grass varieties at the college.

Some 50 horses are available for practical work with equine students.
The horticulture enterprise covers 20 hectares, which are devoted to a range of
vegetables, fruit, protected crops, hardy nursery stock and sports turf.

Practical Training
Each lecturer carries responsibility for the enterprise which they teach. This ensures that the teaching 
is based on practical experience and good husbandry.

Contact
Paul Hennessy, Principal
Teagasc, Kildalton College, Piltown, via Carrick-on-Suir, Co Kilkenny. E32 YW08
Phone: 051 644 400 
Fax: 051 643797
Email: paul.hennessy@teagasc.ie 

Teagasc College - Kildalton Agricultural & Horticultural College



79 Colleges

The College of Amenity Horticulture is located at the National Botanic Gardens, 
Glasnevin, Dublin, 5km north west of the city centre and is accessible by the 4, 9 and 
83 buses from the city centre. The Botanic Gardens were established in 1795 under the 
auspices of the Dublin Society, later the Royal Dublin Society, at the behest of the Irish 
Parliament to ‘promote a scientific knowledge in the various branches of agriculture’.

The garden is Ireland’s premier botanical and horticultural establishment. It occupies a 
beautiful 19 hectare site with the river Tolka forming the northern boundary. It contains over 
20,000 plant species and cultivars including many exceptional specimens.

There are plants for scientific research, conservation, education and display as well as dried 
plant specimens (herbarium) and an extensive horticultural library.

There are some magnificent trees, many outstanding displays of shrubs and perennials and the 
famous Victorian glasshouses including Turner’s magnificent curvilinear range.

Over the past two centuries the gardens have played a central role in botanical and 
horticultural advancement in Ireland. Plants and seeds have been imported and
new cultivars and species distributed to gardeners and nurserymen.

Having the college located in these wonderful surroundings provides students with a unique 
training opportunity. There is a strong tradition of training at the National Botanic Gardens 
dating back to 1812.

College Accommodation
The College of Amenity Horticulture is non-residential with students finding accommodation 
in the locality.

Facilities/Activities
The facilities at the college include student and staff canteen, library, computer room and 
provisions for sports in the locality. When students attend courses at the Gardens they become 
part of all the activities of the National Botanic Gardens.

A medal is presented to the student with the best result in the B Sc in Horticulture. Awards are 
also presented for performance on particular aspects of the course. The Royal Dublin Society 
makes an award to the best practical student of the year.

Contact
John Mulhern, Principal, Teagasc, College of Amenity Horticulture, National Botanic Gardens, 
Glasnevin, Dublin 9. D09 YV29
Phone: 01 8040201 
Fax: 01 8040212
Email: botanic.college@teagasc.ie
Website: www.teagasc.ie/botanicgardens

Teagasc College - College of Amenity Horticulture, National Botanic Gardens
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Working and learning together to create a better life in rural Ireland.

Gurteen College is centrally located in Ireland and situated just off the N52, 12km 
from Birr, Co Offaly, 25km from Nenagh, Co Tipperary, 54km from Athlone, 70km 
from Limerick, 88km from Galway and 150km from Dublin. Co-ordinates N53,04165 
W008.01226

Facilities/Activities
Students can be residential being offered mostly single rooms with wash basin, a few twin 
rooms are available.  The catering is superb, with a selection of daily meals  in the self-service 
canteen.  There are also kitchen facilities with fruit, toast, tea and coffee always available.  
Recreational facilities at the college include an outdoor heated swimming pool, pitches for 
hurling, football and rugby, flood lit tennis and basketball courts, a large sports hall, volley ball, 
table tennis, badminton, pool tables and three multi-channel TV lounges.  There is wifi and 
three computer suites.  The college grounds and farm provide relaxed surroundings for 
walking, running or horse riding. 

College Farm
The college farms over 368 hectares.  The dairy enterprise has 130 pedigree Friesian cows 
(Spring and Autumn calving) average production 7,000 plus litres of milk per cow.  Cows are 
served by Holstein/Friesian AI for two cycles, and are then served by the beef stock bulls.

There are 70 suckler cows (Spring and Autumn calving) supplying Limousin, Charolais cross 
calves along with Friesian/Holstein, Angus and Limousin born dairy herd calves to a 270 head 
beef unit.  Various finishing systems, including bull beef, are demonstrated to students.  

The college has 550 Suffolk/Texel cross ewes which are mostly lambed mid-Season.  These are 
mated to Suffolk, Texel and Charolais rams.  There are 86 hectares in tillage crops including 
barley, fodder beet, maize, oats, wheat and willow.  There are a further 31 hectares of forestry 
and 20 hectares of bog - 414 hectares in total, the largest agricultural college farm in Ireland. 

Equine Unit
The facilities include 45 loose boxes, tack room, indoor and outdoor arenas, cross country 
course (80cm up to CNC*), feed room and horse walker.  Up to 30 horses are available as a 
teaching resource for both the Higher Certificate in Business in Equine and the Bachelor of 
Business in Equine Studies courses, which are run by Gurteen College in conjunction with 
Athlone IT.  Students may keep their own horses at college on a DIY basis.

Contact
Mike Pearson, Principal, Gurteen College, Ballingarry, Roscrea, Co Tipperary. E53 TP93
Phone: 067 21282
Fax: 067 21290
Email: info@gurteencollege.ie
Website: www.gurteencollege.ie

Private College  - Gurteen Agricultural College
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The college is situated in Mountbellew town, which is about 50km north east of Galway city, 
midway between Tuam and Ballinasloe and 30km from Roscommon.

The programmes offered at the college have the maintenance and enhancement of the environment,
countryside, and rural communities as their major priorities. The college is a private college but joins 
with Teagasc, GMIT, ETB and Solas in delivering courses. The Franciscan Brothers, the original 
owners of the college, came to Mountbellew, Co Galway, in 1818. They taught a free primary school 
in Mountbellew until 1884 and in 1875 they opened a secondary boarding school. Later the Brothers 
changed from secondary education to agricultural education and in 1904 opened the first agricultural 
college in Ireland.

Facilities/Activities
The college has excellent teaching and recreational facilities. Besides having well-equipped and 
modern classrooms there is a library and computer rooms. The lounge and TV rooms have pool tables 
and other games. The gymnasium is used for indoor games and there is a pitch for football and 
hurling.  There is a fully equipped gymnasium and sports hall on the college campus.

The college organises numerous events for students throughout the academic year, both on and off 
campus. Staff encourage students to take a keen interest in sport, in particular gaelic football and 
hurling.

The college and its students have received many awards down through the years. Numerous 
acknowledgements have been received by the college for the quality of its agricultural output and farm 
husbandry techniques from professional organisations, at both local and national level.

Student Accommodation
Mountbellew Agricultural College is non-residential with students finding accommodation in the 
locality.  An accommodation list is provided to each student.

The College Farm
The farm consists of 200 ha of land and has a number of enterprises run as farmlets on a commercial 
basis.

The enterprises include an 80-cow dairy herd, a 50 cow suckler herd, a 50 unit calf to beef enterprise 
and a 60-unit store-to-beef enterprise. There is a sheep flock of 200 ewes with early and mid-season 
lambing. 

Contact
Tom Burke, Principal, Mountbellew Agricultural College, Mountbellew, Co Galway.  H53 WE00
Phone: 090 9679205 
Fax: 090 9679276
Email: tvburke@iol.ie | agrimtbellew@eircom.net
Website: www.mountbellewagri.com  

Private College  - Mountbellew Agricultural College
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The Salesian Agricultural College, Pallaskenry is located 16km to the west of Limerick city 
adjacent to the  picturesque Shannon estuary. It is situated on a 250 hectare estate of lush 
“Golden Vale” farmland. Pallaskenry is owned and managed by the Salesian Fathers.

It has been involved in agricultural education since 1922. Courses are offered in both 
Agriculture and Farm Machinery/Mechanisation. These programmes are run in partnership with 
Limerick Institute of Technology, Teagasc, QQI, City and Guilds, FÁS and the VEC.

Facilities/Activities
The college has excellent teaching and recreational facilities. An Information Technology 
Centre contains 40 computers with internet and email access.

There are also a range of engineering/machinery workshops to facilitate the delivery of the 
colleges specialised machinery programmes.

Recreational facilities include an indoor heated swimming pool, an all weather soccer pitch, 
football/hurling pitches and a games room.

Full-time recreational students are accommodated in high quality, newly renovated single and 
double rooms.

The College Farm
The dairy herd is one of the largest in the Agricultural College sector. There is a 250 cow high 
EBI dairy herd comprising Friesian, Jersey cross and Kiwi cross cows. The herd is entirely spring 
calving and the aim is to produce high yields of milk solids, primarily from grazed grass. The cows 
are milked in a 24 unit milking parlour. A new high index material suckler cow herd is being
established on the college in partnership with ICBF and Teagasc. There is also a sheep flock of 150 
March lambing ewes.

Contact
Derek O’Donoghue, Principal, Salesian Agricultural College, Pallaskenry, Co. Limerick. V94 V8N3
Phone: 061 393100 
Fax: 061 393005
Email: info@pallaskenry.com
Website: www.pallaskenry.com

Private College - Salesian Agricultural College, Pallaskenry
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The centre is located 4km north of Fermoy on the main Dublin road.  Two 
programmes of Teagasc – Animal & Grassland Research and Innovation Programme 
and the Food Research Programme are based at the Moorepark campus, as well as the 
local Teagasc advisory office.  Total staff members exceed 200.

Animal and Grassland, Research and Innovation Centre, Moorepark
The main aim of the research is to anticipate the production needs of a rapidly changing 
industry and to provide producers with new and adapted technologies to improve 
competitiveness and efficiency.  Moorepark operates five individual farm units, using 320 
hectares, and over 600 dairy cows in the research programme.

The Paddy O’Keeffe Innovation Centre is central to the delivery of the Teagasc research and 
development, education and training programmes.  It supports Teagasc on-going research 
programme on grassland, animal breeding and health and farming systems. In conjunction 
with UCD the Professional Diploma in Dairy Farm Management and the Dairy Business 
Degree are delivered.  Training programmes for existing farmers will be provided in order to 
meet the challenges of an expanding industry in the future. 

The Pig programme is operated in a modern unit housing 250 sows and 3,000 other pigs.

Contact:
Dr. Pat Dillon,
Head of Animal & Grassland Research and Innovation Programme,
Teagasc, Moorepark, Fermoy, Co. Cork.
Phone: 025-42222
Fax: 025-42310
Email: pat.dillon@teagasc.ie

Teagasc Food Research Centre, Moorepark
The Teagasc Food Research Centre undertakes scientific research and provides technological 
services to the dairy processing and food ingredients sector of the Irish industry.

With a staff of about 160, this is a strong commitment to technology transfer. The programme 
consists of strategic and applied research, as well as industrial
consultancy and training under the overall umbrella of an innovation management strategy 
which aims for proactive engagement with the Centre’s customer groups.

A unique asset of the Centre is its pilot plant, an ultra-modern 2,500 m2 facility operated by the 
subsidiary Moorepark Technology Ltd. Research expertise embraces many aspects of food 
science and technology and, relative to comparable institutes, is strong in process development.

Contact:
Mark Fenelon, Head of Food Programme,
Teagasc Food Research Centre, Moorepark, Fermoy, Co Cork. P61 C996
Phone: 025 42355
Fax: 025 42340
Email: mark.fenelon@teagasc.ie

Teagasc Research Centre, Moorepark
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The Teagasc Food Research Centre, Ashtown campus is located at Ashtown, Dublin 15. The 
Food Centre is well equipped with research and analytical laboratories, pilot plants for meat
slaughtering and for prepared consumer products, test kitchen, test bakery, sensory 
evaluation unit and nursery units for start-up food businesses. A new state of the art training 
conference centre has been developed.

The staff of 130 comprises approximately equal numbers of scientists, technicians, support staff and 
research students.

The Centre is the leading supplier of training to the food processing and retail sector in food safety 
and quality systems, food innovation and new product development. Each year up to 1,000 managers, 
supervisors and operatives are trained by the centre.

The Centre provides training in all aspects of food quality and safety with a view to assisting food 
business to meet legal obligations, customer requirements and industry best practice.

The Centre’s main strengths are derived from broad experience in the food sector and the applied 
nature of the training programmes provided.

Many of the programmes incorporate a practical on-the-job element to optimise the transfer of 
information and maximise application. The Centre has developed and piloted training programmes 
with a number of agencies over the years and is best placed to customise training on a client basis.

Contacts
Declan Troy/Pat Daly
Teagasc Food Research Centre, Ashtown, Dublin 15. D15 KN3K
Phone: 01 8059500
Fax: 01 8059550
Email: declan.troy@teagasc.ie | pat.daly@teagasc.ie

Course Administrator:
Margaret Hennessy 
Phone: 01 8059500 
Email: courseadministrator@teagasc.ie

Teagasc Food Research Centre, Ashtown
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National Contacts
Tony Pettit, Head of Education
Frank Murphy, Curriculum Development & Standards Manager
Teagasc, Kildalton College, Piltown via Carrick-on-Suir, Co Kilkenny E32 YW08
Phone: 051 644400  
Email: tony.pettit@teagasc.ie
Email: frank.murphy@teagasc.ie

Teagasc Agricultural Colleges
Ballyhaise Agricultural College
Agricultural College, Ballyhaise, Co Cavan H12 E392
Principal: John Kelly
Phone:  049 4338108  Email:  john.kelly@teagasc.ie

Clonakilty Agricultural College
Agricultural College, Darrara, Clonakilty, Co Cork P85 EK80
Principal: Majella Moloney
Phone: 023 8832500 Email:  majella.moloney@teagasc.ie

Kildalton Agricultural College
Kildalton Agricultural College, Piltown via Carrick-on-Suir, Co Kilkenny E32 YW08
Principal: Paul Hennessy
Phone:  051 644400  Email:  paul.hennessy@teagasc.ie

Private Agricultural Colleges
Gurteen Agricultural College, 
Ballingarry, Roscrea, Co Tipperary E53 TP93
Principal: Mike Pearson
Phone:  067 21282  Email:  principal@gurteencollege.ie

Mountbellew Agricultural College
Mountbellew, Co Galway H53 WE00
Principal: Tom Burke
Phone:  0909 679205  Email:  tvburke@iol.ie

Pallaskenry Agricultural College
Salesian Agricultural College, Pallaskenry, Co Limerick V94 V8N3
Principal: Derek O’Donoghue
Phone:  061 393100  Email:  info@pallaskenry.com

Teagasc Horticultural Colleges
College of Amenity Horticulture, National Botanic Gardens
College of Horticulture, National Botanic Gardens, Glasnevin, Dublin 9. D09 VY63
Principal: John Mulhern
Phone:  01 8040201  Email:  john.mulhern@teagasc.ie

Kildalton Horticultural College
Kildalton Horticultural College, Piltown via Carrick-on-Suir, Co Kilkenny E32 YW08
Assistant Principal: Grainne McMahon
Phone:  051 644400  
Email:  grainne.mcmahon@teagasc.ie

Local Teagasc Education Officers
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County Education Officer Location Phone  Email
Carlow Grainne O’Shea Teagasc, Oak Park, Carlow, R93 XE12 059 9183531 grainne.oshea@teagasc.ie

Cavan Ned Heffernan Teagasc, Bellview, Mullingar, Co Westmeath, N91 PK10 044 9340721 ned.heffernan@teagasc.ie

Clare Paul Mullins Teagasc, Station Road, Ennis, Co Clare, V95 R889 065 6828676 paul.mullins@teagasc.ie

Cork East
Mary Riordan Teagasc, Moorepark, Fermoy, Co Cork , P61 C996 023 42244 mary.riordan@teagasc.ie

Sharon O’Mahoney Teagasc, Midleton, Co Cork, P25 XW72 021 4631898 sharon.omahoney@teagasc.ie

Cork West Brendan O’Driscoll Teagasc, Codrum, Macroom, Co Cork ,P12 TX32 026 41604 brendan.odriscoll@teagasc.ie

Donegal Art McGrath Teagasc, Carnamuggagh, Letterkenny, Co Donegal , F92 VE89 074 9194132 art.mcgrath@teagasc.ie

Dublin Bernadette Nulty Teagasc, Kells Road, Navan, Co Meath, C15 NR79 046 9068134 bernadette.nulty@teagasc.ie

Galway Serena Gibbons Teagasc, Mellows Campus, Athenry, Co Galway, H65 R718 091 845228 serena.gibbons@teagasc.ie

Kerry Eugene O’Doherty Teagasc, Cleeney, Killarney, Co Kerry, V93 W935 064  6632344 eugene.odoherty@teagasc.ie

Kildare Margaret Butterfield Teagasc, Friary Road, Naas, Co Kildare, W91 HP38 045 879203 margaret.butterfield@teagasc.ie

Kilkenny Loretto O’Driscoll Teagasc, Kells Road, Kilkenny, R95 RX30 056 7721153 loretto.odriscoll@teagasc.ie

Laois Margaret Butterfield Teagasc, Friary Road, Naas, Co Kildare, W91 HP38 045 879203 margaret.butterfield@teagasc.ie

Leitrim Ciaran Kerins Teagasc, Carrownanty, Ballymote, Co Sligo, F56 A585 071 9183369 ciaran.kerins@teagasc.ie

Limerick Paddy Murphy Teagasc, Kilmallock, Co Limerick, V35 X012 063 20476 paddy.murphy@teagasc.ie

Longford
Jim Murtagh Teagasc, Town Centre, Longford, N39 T180 043 3341021 jim.murtagh@teagasc.ie

Therese Hilliard Teagasc, Town Centre, Longford, N39 T180 043 3341021 therese.hilliard@teagasc.ie

Louth Bernadette Nulty Teagasc, Kells Road, Navan, Co Meath, C15 NR79 046 9068134 bernadette.nulty@teagasc.ie

Mayo Padraig Walsh Teagasc, Ballinrobe, Co Mayo, F31 DP26 094 9542486 padraig.walsh@teagasc.ie

Meath Bernadette Nulty Teagasc, Kells Road, Navan, Co Meath, C15 NR79 046 9068134 bernadette.nulty@teagasc.ie

Monaghan Ned Heffernan Teagasc, Bellview, Mullingar, Co Westmeath, N91 PK10  044 9340721 ned.heffernan@teagasc.ie

Offaly Ned Heffernan Teagasc, Bellview, Mullingar, Co Westmeath, N91 PK10  044 9340721 ned.heffernan@teagasc.ie

Roscommon
Caitriona Corcoran Teagasc, Abbey Street, Roscommon, F42 XC63 090 6626166 catriona.corcoran@teagasc.ie

Catherine Divilly Teagasc, Abbey Street, Roscommon, F42 XC63 090 6626166 catherine.divilly@teagasc.ie

Sligo Ciaran Kerins Teagasc, Carrownanty, Ballymote, Co Sligo, F56 A585 071 9183369 ciaran.kerins@teagasc.ie

Tipperary Billy Gleeson Teagasc, Castlemeadows, Thurles, Co Tipperary, E41 AK40 050 421777 billy.gleeson@teagasc.ie

Waterford Loretto O’Driscoll Teagasc, Kells Road, Kilkenny, R95 RX30 056 7721153 loretto.odriscoll@teagasc.ie

Westmeath Ned Heffernan Teagasc, Bellview, Mullingar, Co Westmeath, N91 PK10  044 9340721 ned.heffernan@teagasc.ie

Wexford Grainne O’Shea Teagasc, Oak Park, Carlow, R93 XE12 059 9183531 grainne.oshea@teagasc.ie

Wicklow Grainne O’Shea Teagasc, Oak Park, Carlow , R93 XE12 059 9183531 grainne.oshea@teagasc.ie
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Courses for School Leavers, Adults and Industry in:
Agriculture, Agri-Business, Agricultural Science, Food, Forestry, 
Horses, Horticulture, Mechanisation & Pigs
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Contact Details:

Teagasc
Head O�  ce, Oak Park, Carlow, R93 XE12 
Tel: +353 (0) 59 9170200
Fax: +353 (0) 59 9182097
Email: info@teagasc.ie

www.teagasc.ie




