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As we went to press, the Minis-
ter for Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine, Simon Coveney 

TD launched a scheme of  assistance 
for farmers who have suffered fodder 

-
ing in recent weeks.  

experienced by farmers in areas 

outlined. “I am committed to support-
ing these farmers and, in this regard, 
the Government has agreed to provide 

This support will apply to the loss of  
silage, hay, straw and concentrates 
where there is evidence of  damage 

losses are not covered by insurance. 
Application forms are available 

will continue to provide one-to-one 

On-farm visits will be undertaken by 
Department personnel in the case of  
all applicants for assistance under the 

-

The closing date for applications is 
Friday 22 January.

Teagasc was highly active during 

with partners and helping farmers to 
minimise the effect on their liveli-
hoods and their animals’ welfare.

Taskforce 

convened by Teagasc met in Athlone 
on 14 December. Teagasc, DAFM, 
IFA, Arrabawn Co-Op, Aurivo Co-
Op, Veterinary Ireland and the OPW 
and the Irish Farmers Journal were 
represented.

Ninety (rising to 170) severely af-
fected farmers had been visited. In 
some cases, the army helped advisors 
to make visits and a list was compiled 
and sent to DAFM. This information 
helped inform government decisions.  

concentrate vouchers.  
A booklet on animal nutrition was 

prepared by Teagasc and distributed 
to affected farmers and media.
A Teagasc helpline was set up pre- 

Christmas and has been manned 
since that date.
A small number of  farmers need to 

-

farms/marts willing to take stock for 

“I think the response by my Teagasc 
colleagues demonstrates, yet again, 
both the depth of  expertise within the 
organisation and the resolute deter-
mination of  front-line advisors to 

said Prof  Gerry Boyle, director of  
Teagasc. 

Teagasc help  
available for 

 

and their animals’ welfare. Tom Kellegher* 

1 crops >> Silage pits/clamps that 
had not been opened when the 

relatively modest damage. Silage 
pits/clamps that were open when the 

more extensive wetting and may 

recede, and will likely have a larger 
loss of  digestibility. 

If  the pH of  this silage is below 4.0 

be a problem but if  it is greater than 
4.3, then deterioration is more likely. 

Bales of  silage that have been 

had some holes (even if  small) in 
-

water.     
A risk with all bales that are sub-

merged is that water works its way 

the silage. When the water recedes 
the seal through which water en-
tered/left, the bale will not reseal. 

It is therefore important to check 
the seal on bales and, if  it is com-
promised, the only option (assuming 
the bale remains edible) would be to 
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2     Animal nutrition >> 

-

-

-

-
ries. 

3 Sheep >> 

-

-

-

4    Animal health >>

-

 

5 Vermin control >>

-

-

6 Preventing future damage – use 
your camera >> -

-

areas.  

-

start.
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