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FEATURE

Festival of 
Farming and Food
During Science Week, TEAGASC hosted a series of events around the country as
part of the Festival of Farming and Food – SFI Science Week at Teagasc.

Teagasc hosted a series of exciting events for Science Week, which

took place during November 12-19. Teagasc’s research centres

around the country opened their doors for school and college

visits, where students got to perform hands-on experiments and

find out about careers in science, technology, engineering and

maths (STEM).

Teagasc also hosted two events for the general public. A Taste of

Food Science & More was an open evening held at Teagasc Food

Research Centre, Ashtown, in Dublin. An evening of science talks –

‘60 Minute Science’ – was held at Visual Carlow and hosted by

RTÉ’s Jonathan McCrea.

Catriona Boyle, Teagasc Senior Research Officer – Science

Communications and Outreach, said: “The theme of this year’s

event is ‘Believe in Science’. Attendees learnt about a wide variety

of topics and how they apply to their everyday lives, including:

food for health; food product development and improvement;

food safety; sustainability of animal and plant production; healthy

soils and biodiversity; and, the development of rural areas”.

Teagasc Women in STEM
Teagasc also launched a new publication, ‘Teagasc Women in

STEM’, this Science Week. According to Jane Kavanagh, Head of

Research Operations: “Teagasc is committed to promoting careers

in STEM and is actively engaged in many science outreach events,

such as Science Week. The purpose of this publication is to

highlight women who are working in STEM, to show the diverse

range of careers available in agri-food research arising from

studying science-related courses at second and third level, and to

hopefully provide female students with potential role models that

they can relate to”.
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Visitors to ‘A Taste of Food Science &

More’, an open evening for the general

public at Teagasc Ashtown Research

Centre, Dublin.
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Students from the Trinity Access

Programme in Dublin have their first

encounter with calves at Teagasc Grange

Research Centre in Co. Meath.

Fergus Meade, a postdoctoral researcher at

Teagasc Crops, Environment and Land Use

Research Centre, Oak Park, Carlow, talks about

breeding potatoes for perfect fry colour.

Emer Kennedy addresses students

from Loreto Secondary School, 

Fermoy, at Teagasc Moorepark 

Research Centre, Fermoy, Co. Cork.

Students Zoe Lyons and Emily 

Carr from Claregalway College, 

Co. Galway, at the Teagasc 

Athenry Science Week open day.

Visitors at the ‘60 Minute

Science’ open evening for 

the public at Carlow Visual.

“Teagasc is committed to promoting careers in STEM and is actively

engaged in many science outreach events, such as Science Week.”


