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Choosing beef AI bulls

As the breeding season in spring-

calving herds progresses, a

transition from dairy to beef AI

normally occurs. Later-bred cows

will calve in the second half of

next spring’s calving season. Two

considerations are paramount. 

n Firstly: calving ease. We don’t

want calving difficulty in any

cows, none more so than in

late-calving cows. Beef bulls are

measured on the same scale as

dairy bulls. Select beef bulls for

use on dairy cows with a

calving difficulty rating of less

than 2.5%. Reliability should

also be high (>80%) to ensure

that the score isn’t likely to

change substantially.

n Secondly: gestation length.

Compared to Holstein and

Friesian breeds, practically all of

the beef breeds have a longer

gestation length. When

selecting beef AI bulls for use in

the second half of the breeding

season, choose bulls that are

below breed average for

gestation length. Ideally choose

bulls that are close to zero or

negative for the trait.  

Choose beef AI bulls that are below
breed average for gestation length.
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Iodine (I) is an essential trace mineral for all
animals. Grazed grass is the most profitable feed
available for dairy cows in Ireland, but most of the
grass grown provides inadequate iodine to meet
lactating cow requirements. As a result iodine
supplementation is necessary. Teagasc currently
recommends that cows receive 12mg
supplemental I per day, unless a deficiency is
diagnosed on the farm. Care should be taken with
supplementing iodine as surplus iodine is excreted
in milk and urine. Milk with excessive iodine is

unsuitable for inclusion in infant milk formula. 
Recent Teagasc research on commercial dairy
farms found that, on average, a pasture-only diet
provided 0.25mg I per kg DM 
(range: 0.04 to 0.98mg I per kg DM). 
So for a cow eating 17kg DM, this means an
intake of 4.25mg I per day on grass only.
Additional I should be offered so that the cow
receives the recommended 12mg of
supplemental I per day.
This means if 2kg concentrate is offered to
cows, it should be formulated to the 12mg/day
I feeding rate, and the inclusion rate should be
6mg/kg. Offering additional iodine to cows will
result in higher milk iodine. If higher feeding
rates or alternative sources of I are used on
farm, the inclusion rate in the concentrates fed
should be reduced accordingly so that 12mg
per cow per day supplemental I is not
exceeded. Check your concentrate docket to see
how much iodine you are feeding.

Iodine nutrition of lactating dairy cows 

Managing grass during June

Remember you need cows to graze leafy grass

(around 1,400kg DM/ha). Growth rates should

average around 65-70kg DM/ha/day during June

and this means you should have a grazing rotation

of about 20 days. The aim is to keep a farm cover of

around 160-180kg DM/cow. 

Of course, using the grass wedge is also a very 

good guide to try to keep the right grass in front of

the cows.  

During the month of June, every farmer needs to

identify the two-to-three (or more) paddocks that

have poor-quality grass and not graze them. They

should be removed from the grazing rotation,

preferably as silage. Round bale silage is preferred to

topping, as topping wastes feed.

Cows should receive 12mg of supplemental iodine a day.

Cows need to graze leafy grass.
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Did you know that you could increase your net

farm profit by at least one cent per litre (1c/L) by

improving mastitis control? Learn how at a

CellCheck Farmer Workshop...

Participation in a CellCheck Farmer Workshop is a

great opportunity to help you to understand the

causes of mastitis and highlight how making

simple changes in your everyday milking routine

and management can improve and maintain

lower SCC levels in your herd. Participants in the

Dairy Knowledge Transfer programme have to

complete a CellCheck workshop by the end of

2017 (unless they have already completed the

workshop in the period since January 1, 2015).

Over 150 workshops have been delivered so far,

and feedback has been very positive. 

David Delaney, a dairy farmer from Kilkenny

recently attended a workshop. “We previously

thought our SCC was pretty good; it wasn’t until

we sat down with the calculator and used our

own farm figures that we could see the value

from having a SCC just a bit lower. There were

very relevant and informative discussions on

topical issues, like what kind of dry cow therapy

was most suitable for our herds. We all had our

own ideas about what we’d do, but once we

were presented with the science, it was quite

clear what we needed to do.”

The next phase of workshop delivery will

commence in June. Remember, CellCheck Farmer

Workshops aren’t limited to participants of the

Dairy KT programme; they are relevant to all

dairy farmers and milkers. Contact your nearest

CellCheck Regional Co-ordinator (see Table 1) for
details of activities in your area.

CellCheck Farmer Workshops – sign up today!

Micheal Guinan               Mayo/Sligo/Galway                                micheal.guinan@aurivo.ie     086-351 1852

(Aurivo)

Tom Downes                   Longford/Monaghan/Louth/Meath         downest@lakeland.ie          087-256 4669

(Lakelands Co-op)

Brendan Dillon                Cork/Waterford/Wexford/Wicklow          brdillon@glanbia.ie                087-262 6851

(Glanbia)

Tom Starr                         Tipperary/Limerick                                   tstarr@arrabawn.ie              087-669 7010

(Arrabawn Co-op) 

Sean McCarthy                Kerry/Limerick                                         sean.mccarthy@kerry.ie         066-716 3200

(Kerry Agri-business)

Sinead Treanor                West Cork                                                streanor@carbery.com        086-358 5579

(Carbery Group)

John Fitzpatrick               Kilkenny/Laois/Carlow/Kildare/Dublin      fitzpatrickj@glanbia.ie         086-042 6567

(Glanbia)

Andrew O’Neill                Tipperary                                                 aoneill@tipperary-coop.ie   086-183 6505

(Tipperary Co-Op)

Denis Guiry                      Cork/Tipperary/Limerick                          dguiry@dairygold.ie            086-809 8639

(Dairygold)

Name                             Area                                            Email                           Mobile

Table 1: CellCheck Regional Co-ordinators.



For further information on any issues raised in this newsletter, or to access other
enterprise newsletters, please contact your local Teagasc adviser or see www.teagasc.ie. Pr
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Dates for your diary

n Wednesday June 14 at 2.00pm
National Milk Quality Farm Walk. Tom, Moya and

Jim Power, Cappagh, Co. Waterford: 2016

National Winners of the NDC and Kerrygold

Quality Milk Awards

n Thursday June 15 at 10.30am
Employing Labour on Your Dairy Farm

Conference. Horse and Jockey Hotel, Thurles.  

Booking required; see www.teagasc.ie/events

n Tuesday July 4 at 10.30am
Moorepark Open Day 2017  

Teagasc Moorepark, 

Fermoy, Co. Cork

n Are you planning to attend the Moorepark 2017

Open Day on July 4? Would you like to win a

€200 EBI heifer calf? Then go to, and like, the new

Teagasc Moorepark Open Day 17 Facebook page.

HEALTH & SAFETY+
The Irish Cancer Society and the IFA recently

launched their SunSmart campaign for farmers.

Almost one in four (23%) skin cancer deaths in

Ireland are people working in the construction,

outdoor and farming industries. 

The SunSmart Code is as follows: 

n cover up – wear a shirt with a collar, long

shorts, and a hat that gives shade to your

face, neck and ears; 

n seek shade – especially from 11.00am to

3.00pm; 

n wear wraparound sunglasses – always carry

your sunglasses on the farm and make sure

that they give UV protection; and, 

n slap on sunscreen – make sure your

sunscreen is SPF 15 or higher and has UVA

protection. Visit www.cancer.ie/SunSmart

for more information.

Protect your skin

Take the opportunity to spread lime 
Summer is a good time to spread lime on silage

ground. The sward is clean after cutting, so the

lime won’t stick to the grass plant. There will be no

damage caused to the land as ground conditions

are good (unlike trying to spread it during the

winter). The weather is also likely to be favourable.  

Remember that applying lime to soils to raise the

pH above 6.0 will increase the availability of

phosphorus (P) and to a lesser extent potassium

(K). Compound fertilisers are not cheap (especially

P) so lime application releases the P from the soil

and will lower fertiliser costs!


