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Second pruning for new hedges
New hedgerows planted last

winter under GLAS 1, which were

pruned back to 75mm above

ground level and had plastic

pushed over the pruned stumps,

should have produced multiple

shoots at ground level.

Now during the dormant period,

these new shoots of

approximately 0.5m in length

should be individually pruned to

75mm above the previous cut, in

order to further multiply the

density of the shoots at ground

level where they are needed for a

stock-proof hedgerow. 

The more pruning the better for

whitethorn. 
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Farm school:
Teagasc GLAS course
on the farm of John
Crowley,
Tinnashrule, Ferns,
Enniscorthy, Co.
Wexford, with
Niamh Garvey
(Teagasc) and
Patrick Power (FRS).

The more pruning the better 
for whitethorn.

GLAS course
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� These birds are migrants to Ireland from autumn to spring.

� Ireland hosts significant proportions of the European populations of geese and swans, including:

� whooper swans – mostly from Iceland, have a yellow bill and flattened back;

� Greenland white-fronted geese from Greenland – can be found at Lough Swilly and the

Wexford Slobs;

� barnacle geese from Greenland – found in large flocks; and,

� brent geese from Arctic Greenland and Canada – which have a little white collar.

Brent goose Whooper swans

Greenland white-fronted
goose Barnacle goose

Geese and swans – winter visitors to Ireland

Brent goose SPA

Greylag goose SPA

Multiple species goose and swan SPA

Barnacle goose SPA

Greenland white-fronted goose SPA

Whooper swan SPA

Legend

Flock of barnacle geese in Mayo.

SPA = Special Protection Area
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Tillage:

� establish a winter cereal crop by October 15

or establish a catch crop by September 15,

and retain until March 31;

� do not disturb the birds; and,

� do not use machinery between November 1

and March 31 unless absolutely necessary.

Grassland:
� graze to produce a sward between 5-12cm by October 15; 
� close off fields from livestock from October 15-March 31;

� may cut hay or silage between April 1 and October 14;

� do not disturb the birds; and,

� do not use machinery between October 15 and March 31 unless absolutely necessary.

Protecting the birds

Farmers play a crucial role in helping these birds thrive while they are on Irish shores. GLAS
requirements are:

Geese and swans on a Waterford dairy farm.

Swans on a Carlow tillage farm.



For further information on any issues raised in this newsletter, or to access other
enterprise newsletters, please contact your local Teagasc adviser or see www.teagasc.ie. De
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Hedgerow managment
Choose appropriate management for each hedgerow type.

Escaped: suitable for rejuventation:

� rejuvenate by laying or coppicing; or,

� allow to grow into relict hedgerows.

No longer stock-proof.

More than one whitethorn stem/m.

� trim from a wide base with sloping sides; and,

� leave occasional new whitethorn sapling to mature as a tree.

Dense base: no need to rejuvenate – if stockproof without wire:

Relict hedgerows: unsuitable for rejuvenation

� leave alone – high wildlife value;

� rejuvenation may be too stressful for hedge; and, 

� fence-off stock from both sides to prevent deterioration by stock tramping through gaps.

No wire Triangular shape Occasional new thorn
trees retained

Dense base

Escaped

Relict hedgerows


