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GLAS Training Courses
Teagasc will be providing GLAS
courses nationwide

Teagasc is providing Green Low-

Carbon Agri-Environment Scheme

(GLAS) courses across the country in

the coming months:

� GLAS training courses must be

completed by GLAS 1 and 2

farmers by December 31, 2017;

� GLAS clients of Teagasc will be

contacted with a proposed date

and location to attend a course;

� farmers will receive €158 for

attending;

� courses will be six hours long,

with the morning indoors and

the afternoon on a farm; and,

� Teagasc clients who had their

GLAS plan completed with

Teagasc/FRS will be contacted.

Other Teagasc clients should ring

if they wish to attend.
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Upland grassland

� Dominated by low-growing grasses 

� If undergrazed:

� bracken; and,

� gorse/whins/furze.

Undergrazing:
� strong heather; and,

� scrub.

Dry heath

� Peat depth: <15cm

� Species poor

� Ling and bell heather dominate

� If overgrazed:

� heather disappears

Overgrazing: 
� peat erosion; and,

� loss of species.

Commonage management planning

Sustainable grazing:

GLAS Commonage Management Plans must be submitted by October 31, 2017.

Mat grass Sweet Vernal Common bent Calluna Bell heather Bilberry

D. Egan D. Egan D. Egan



Wet heath 

� Peat depth: 15-80cm

� If overgrazed:

� slow to recover;

� erosion of peat; and,

� mat grass/purple moor-grass monoculture.

Blanket bog

� Peat depth: >80cm

� If overgrazed:

� peat layer eroded.

OCTOBER 2017

Sustainable stocking rates

Habitat type (undamaged)                                                Stocking rate: ewe equivalents/ha

Upland grassland                                                                                         1.6-6

Dry heath                                                                                                    1-1.6

Wet heath                                                                                                   0.76-1

Blanket bog                                                                                                0-0.76

Bog asphodel          Sphagnum Sundew

Table 1: Sustainable stocking rates for different upland habitats.

Purple moor-grass    Deer grass Cross-leaved heath

D. Egan J. Feehan J. Feehan J. Feehan



For further information on any issues raised in this newsletter, or to access other
enterprise newsletters, please contact your local Teagasc adviser or see www.teagasc.ie. Pr
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The hen harrier project is taking place in the
following locations:

� Slieve Bloom mountains – Laois/Offaly
� Stacks to the Mullaghareik Mountains, West
Limerick Hills and Mount Eagle –
Limerick/Cork/Kerry

� Mullaghanish to Musheramore Mountains –
Cork

� Slieve Beagh – Monaghan
� Slieve Aughty Mountains – Clare/Galway

Hen harrier project

Invasive alien species are non-native species that

have been introduced to Ireland and cause

damage to our environment. Japanese

knotweed is currently one of the most

widespread invasive alien species in Ireland. Do

not cut, mow, strim or disturb this plant.

Optimum time to control Japanese knotweed

with the herbicide glyphosate is when the plant

has flowered. Seek professional advice and

follow product label requirements, as improper

treatment can make the problem worse.

Control, leading to eradication, is likely to take

several years. See

www.biodiversityireland.ie/japanese-knotweed-faq/.

Watch out for invasive alien species
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Teagasc will provide a planning service for the project
(photo: B. O’Donoghue).

David Devaney, Teagasc Technologist on the Kildalton Open Source Demonstration Farm, with flowering Japanese
knotweed, and new shoot inset (D. Darcy).


