
Timber marketing forum
Most forest owners realise the

benefits of timely harvesting.

However, many have queries on how

to get the job done. Some of the key

concerns for owners when preparing

for harvesting operations include: the

securing of an attractive market for

timber; ensuring the work is

completed to a high standard; and,

the need for opportunities to meet

and engage with harvesting

contractors and timber buyers. 

In order to address the key issues,

Teagasc, in conjunction with the

Forest Service of the Department of

Agriculture, Food and the Marine

(DAFM) and the Irish Forest and

Forest Products Association (IFFPA)

will hold two conifer timber

marketing (‘Talking Timber’) events.

These events will allow private

growers to engage with foresters,

timber buyers and harvesting

contractors, and will take place on:

n Thursday August 31, at Teagasc,

Ballyhaise College, Co. Cavan; and,

n Tuesday September 5, at the Horse

and Jockey Hotel, Thurles, 

Co. Tipperary.
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Talking Timber 2017

The Talking Timber events are a valuable opportunity to meet and discuss your own forest
with those buying timber in your area.
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Buying and selling timber
The Talking Timber events will provide the ideal

forum for forest owners to have a range of their

queries addressed, such as: 

n Is my forest ready for first or subsequent

thinning?

n How will the operation be carried out? 

n How will the number of trees or timber volume

removed be controlled?

n What is the best way to market and sell my

timber?

n How do I get in contact with potential buyers? 

n What price range can I expect? Are there tax

implications?

Programme
Registration is at 9.30am (or alternatively you can

pre-register online). Both events will start with an

outdoor demonstration organised by the IFFPA. 

Participants will have the opportunity to view the

quality of timber required by Irish sawmills and the

best way to ensure such quality.

This will be followed by short presentations from

Teagasc, the Forest Service (DAFM) and a

representative from the Timber Industry Brexit

Forum.

A private forest owner will also give his/her

perspective and share experiences. There will be

ample networking opportunities as timber buyers,

local companies and contractors will have stands at

the venues. 

This will provide the ideal platform for forest owners

to meet the players and compare and contrast their

approaches. Some thoughts to be considered

before meeting the buyers are:

n  VAT issues;

n  marketing of sale – thinning type, species,

measurements, quantity, maps, tendering

options;

n  carrying out a timber harvest – quality of the

work, payment, timber security; and,

n  how will the timber be sold – standing, at the

roadside or delivered in? By weight or by

volume?

This is a day for the forest owner, now also a timber

seller! It is a valuable opportunity to meet and

discuss your own forest with those buying timber in

your area. 

These marketing days are a must for anyone whose

forest is approaching a harvest, be it thinning or

clearfell.

Avoid the queues – register online
This year you can pre-register online to avoid

the queues on the day. Online registration is

available at www.teagasc.ie/forestry. 

Further information
Further details are available from your local

Teagasc office, your Teagasc forestry adviser or

from www.teagasc.ie/forestry.

To view all current forestry videos, visit the Teagasc

forestry channel on YouTube. 

You can subscribe to this channel so that you won't

miss any newly-uploaded forestry videos. Once you

have subscribed, a new video will show up

automatically in your subscriptions feed. You can

also receive an email notification when a new video

has been uploaded. To subscribe to the Teagasc

forestry channel, visit www.teagasc.ie/forestry. 

Subscribe to the Teagasc forestry
channel on YouTube 
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RESEARCH UPDATE

Fightback against ash dieback
Drs Gerry Douglas and Miguel Gorriz report on developing ash tree genetic resources with resistance
to ash dieback (Chalara) and breeding technologies.

Aims 
This project aims to identify and secure individual

ash trees that show high tolerance to ash dieback

disease. These trees will be used to build plant

stocks by producing clones that can be propagated

and utilised in forestry, and also for establishing

seed-producing orchards that will yield seedlings

tolerant to ash dieback. Due to the small

proportion of tolerant ash trees in existence 

(circa 1-2% of ash tree populations), international

collaboration is essential to identify a high number

of tolerant trees. Apart from identifying ash trees in

Ireland, the project has research partners in

Belgium, France, Germany, Lithuania and the

United Kingdom. These collaborations help to

increase the collection of tolerant plants, maintain

a higher genetic diversity and improve the quality

of the research work.

Selected trees are then propagated by grafting to

test for tolerance to the disease. These grafted

plants will be exposed to high disease pressure by

transferring them into infected areas abroad. Plants

that show no symptoms in this highly-virulent

environment will be regarded as tolerant. Clones of

each tree sent abroad will be retained in the

Teagasc laboratory in Ireland and used for

developing methods to scale up the production of

selected genotypes on a scale adaptable for

commercial production. Asiatic species of ash are

numerous and several are shown to be resistant to

ash dieback disease, having co-evolved with the

pathogen in Asia. The project aims to incorporate

such resistance genes by crossing Asian ash species

with European ash to obtain hybrids. Some of the

hybrids will carry the resistance genes from their

Asian parents, which can then be incorporated into

European ash by backcrossing.

Further information
Contact Dr Gerry Douglas and Dr Miguel Gorriz for

further information. Contact details can be found at

www.teagasc.ie/forestry.

Online resources
Visit www.teagasc.ie/forestry where you will find

loads of useful information on ash dieback,

including a useful video helping you to identify ash

dieback symptoms in winter. The video is

presented by Dr Gerry Douglas, Principal Research

Officer with Teagasc. He explains how to take

samples, what to look out for and how to

recognise the symptoms of ash dieback disease

during the winter months. Videos explaining how

to identify this serious disease in summer, and

another presenting the above research are

currently in production. 

Individual wilting leaves over the summer months may
indicate the presence of ash dieback.



For further information on any issues raised in this newsletter, or to access other
enterprise newsletters, please contact your local Teagasc adviser or see www.teagasc.ie. Pr
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Explore your planting options 

Forestry can improve the returns from your marginal land.

Over the past 25 years, 19,000 landowners –

mainly farmers – have decided to convert some

of their land to forestry as a very good economic

and productive option to complement their farm

enterprise. Returns from well-managed forests are

highly attractive. Forestry is a rapidly-expanding

competitive sector, from planting to harvesting

and timber processing. There is increasing

recognition of the economic, social and

environmental contribution from forestry,

including its crucial role in greenhouse gas

mitigation. Over one-third of landowners who

planted in the last ten years went on to plant

again, a great measure of its success! Teagasc

forestry advisers can help you explore the range

of forestry options available to you. We are

available to provide advice and information,

including one-to-one consultations and site visits.

n Forestry is a great land use option, making

marginal or fragmented land work for you.

n Forestry is a great tax- and labour-efficient

enterprise.

n Establishment grants generally cover the cost of

planting, with 15-year annual premium

payments offering a great secure annual

income.

n The interaction of forestry with the Basic

Payment Scheme (BPS) is great; eligible land

parcels planted since 2009 are also eligible for

BPS payment.

n Appropriate forest design, scale and

management will help ensure great crop

quality, timber value and environmental

benefits.


