
BLIGHT

While there are few reports of blight in

crops at the moment thundery showers

could trigger an outbreak at any time.

Use the dry weather to keep

programmes up to date. Most crops are

at or approaching stable canopy stage

with only the very last planted crops

approaching the rapid canopy growth

stage. Systemic products will be best

used at the rapid canopy stage but at

the stable canopy stage some of the

contact products will suffice.

Where patches of blight are getting out

of control ie. around poles and in

corners consider burning off these

patches to avoid it spreading

throughout the fields. Be wary where

you see dumps, back garden growers or

volunteers in neighbouring cereal crops

do not let the intervals widen beyond 7

days.

Many early planted crops benefitted

from the very warm weather in early

June followed by rain which has

resulted in many crops especially pinks

having a very big canopy. Keep water

volumes up to 400l/ha and use low drift

nozzles that will penetrate the canopy.

Where there is any evidence of blight

include a cymoxanil product to help

curativity.

Recent reports (2017) from the UK and

the continent show that there is

reduced sensitivity in some blight

populations to fluazinam (Shirlan, Volley,

Tizca). As of yet we are not aware if

these populations are present in

Ireland. Teagasc are trying to monitor

the situation, so if you see blight in the

crop take samples and send them into

your local Teagasc advisor or office.

Fluazinam products are used widely in

late season for the prevention of tuber

blight so it is vital to know if the

product is active against the strains of

blight in your fields.

Table 1: Mid–late season blight products

___________________________

Product Rate/Ha Notes

Ranman

Top

0.5 L Good on leaf blight

and tuber blight

Shirlan,

Volley,

Ticza

0.4 L Popular mid-late

season product

Option,

CW50,

Cymbal

0.15 -

0.25 kgs

(Check

Label)

Curative products but

use in a tank mix only

Curzate

M,

Moximate,

Nautile

2.3 - 2.5

Kgs

(Check

Label)

Good in curative

situations

Revus 0.6 L Very good on leaf

blight

Proxanil 2.5 L Normally used in slot

4 or 5

Kunshi 0.5 Kgs Preformulated

"Shirlan/Option" mix

Consento 2.0 L Some curative activity

but need cymoxanil

where pressure is high

Valbon 1.6 Kgs Good leaf blight

control

Zorvec 0.15 L Use with a partner

product claims to give

10 days control
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PESTS

The annual battle with slugs is under

way with applications of pellets

beginning as soon as the canopy closes

in. Start off with a couple of half rates

of pellets with the aim to have a full

rate on the ground at the end of July.

This is to target the keeled slug (Fig 1)

which only comes above the ground then

to mate and will then disappear

underground for the rest of the season.

Fig 1.

Unfortunately varieties like Rooster,

Maris Piper and Cara have little

resistance to slug damage therefore

over half of the potatoes in Ireland are

susceptible to slug damage. Varieties

like Lady Rosetta and Pentland Dell

would have high resistance to slugs.

Where you find that you have a crop

that is in a “sluggy” field, plan to

harvest them as early as possible in an

effort to reduce the overall damage and

subsequent losses. The longer that the

crop is left in the ground the likelihood

is that more damage will occur.

While aphid numbers appear to be low in

crops take care not to leave crops

destined for seed in 2018 untreated.

Alternate products as a method of

resistance management.

Do not rely on a single product to

provide control throughout the season.

If you are applying to ware crops make

sure to adhere to harvest intervals

when digging green top.

Table 2; 2017 Approved aphicides

Product Name Rate/ha

Harvest

interval

(days)

Biscaya 0.4 l 14

Coragen 60 mls 14

Insyst 0.25 kgs -

Karate Zeon 75 mls -

Karis 10 CS 75 mls -

Life Scientific

Lambda 75 mls
-

Markate 50 150 mls -

Ninja 10CS 75 mls -

Plenum 0.3 kgs 7

Ravane 150 mls -

Sparviero 75 mls -

Teppeki 0.16 kgs 14

___________________________

UP COMMING EVENTS

Salad potato workshop takes place on

Monday July 24th at the Teagasc trial

plots near Tankardstown, Tullow Co.

Carlow (GPS 52.83N, -6.70 W). Stuart

Wale SRUC will attend.

Potatoes in Practice 2017, takes place in

Scotland on the James Hutton Institute

Balruddery Farm near Dundee on August

10th.

___________________________
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