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In sheep production some losses 
are avoidable and some are not. 

-

-

media/website/publications/2016/

-
lies prevalent in Ireland and which 

Clostridia bacteria are present on 

Conditions such as Clostridium 
Sordellii 

-

-

What vaccines are available?
-

available products will cover between 

vaccines there are two combination 

one standalone pasteurella vaccine. 

-

-
-

How to use vaccines
-

-

a 1ml to 2ml dose (product dependant: 
-

conduct vaccinations on sheep with 

Each animal 

Immunity:

-

reported to last up to 12 months.  

colostrum (provided that the ewe has 

Vaccinating your  
 
 

With a large number 
of farmers involved 
in the Knowledge 
Transfer programme 
due to complete a 

vaccination can form 
part of the discussion 
with your veterinary 
surgeon. 

 

 
for your  
own farming 
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to 12 weeks, depending on disease spe-
cies and product (see manufacturer’s 
data sheet). As passive immunity 
declines, lambs will need to be en-
rolled on a vaccination programme, as 
outlined above, to provide cover. 

Once the primary 
vaccination course has been com-
pleted, an annual booster needs to 
be administered within a 12-month 
period to facilitate re-vaccination. In 

-
tant not to forget to give the rams 
their annual booster to afford them 
protection too.

The primary vaccination 
course requires two shots given four 
to six weeks apart. 

In the case of  pasteurella for 
high-risk farms – based on previous 
experience, a booster shot may need 
to be administered two to three weeks 
prior to high risk periods (eg ewes 
pre-tupping). 

To facilitate the transfer of  passive 
immunity from in-lamb ewes, the pri-
mary course and/or annual booster 
needs to be given at the correct time. 

There is slight variation between 
products with ranges of  between eight 
to two weeks or six to four weeks 
pre-lambing, so read the guidelines of  
your chosen product carefully. In addi-

may need to consider vaccinating 
batches on separate dates to ensure 
that they fall within the recommended 
vaccination window.

In young lambs, it is recommended 
that they are at least two to three 
weeks old before administering vac-
cines (product dependent) to avoid 
complications with immuno-compe-
tence of  maternal immunity. 

For the coming weeks
As young animals have been shown to 
be the highest risk category for losses 
associated with clostridial disease, 
equipping them with necessary 
antibodies via passive immunity in 
early life is an essential tool to reduce 
losses. 

Therefore, in the coming weeks, for 
-

-

cination procedure has been followed 

It is also vital that adequate ewe nu-

colostrum production at lambing.  
Lambs will need to receive antibod-

hours of  life. Where a ewe has insuf-

Although this will provide a valu-
able substitute for the lamb’s nutri-
tional needs, it will not provide the 
requisite antibody transfer needed 
to safeguard against clostridial and 
pasteurella disease. In this scenario, 
it is important that the lamb receives 
colostrum from another freshly 

that has completed the vaccination 
programme. 

With a large number of  farmers 
involved in the Knowledge Transfer 

health plan, vaccination can form 
part of  the discussion with your vet-
erinary surgeon. 
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