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There is likely to be a lot of  
interest in buying guidance 
and auto-steer systems once 

the TAMS grants are announced. Like 
any other input, there are costs and 

simple to calculate, estimates must be 
made before a decision is made.    

Costs

costs and back-up systems.
-

nual licence for correction signals, 
time input.

-
cides and fertilisers). 

example).

mistakes.

and yield optimised through more 
accurately applied inputs.

Simple cost estimates
Four guidance systems for use on till-
age farms are costed in Table 1. 
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These are only examples; the costs 
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tion control to a sprayer, for example, 

-
trols and the GPS guidance system 
being used.

they can bring and those potential 
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tors such as: 

more from section control than a 
mounted 12m. 

-

these technologies than a less careful 

-

-

are long.

eased, guidance systems and particu-
larly section controls, need to be set 
up properly.

Precision ag systems: 
worth the money? 

Table 1: Cost estimates  

Simple Autosteer Sprayer Autosteer
Guidance (6cm) Section control RTK (2cm)

Cap. cost (€) 2,000 9,000 3,000 25,000
Area (ha) Annual cost €/ha  (grant)
50 11 (8) 45 (34) 10 (6) 116 (65)
100 6 (4) 23 (17) 5 (3) 58 (33)
200 3 (2) 11 (9) 3 (2) 29 (16)
500 1 (0.8) 5 (3) 1 (1) 12 (7)

Cost example
Autosteer and section control
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           CASE STUDY Basic autosteer with sprayer section control 

There are many costs and 

systems on tillage farms.
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