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Michael Sommers,  

There’s a Chinese proverb – “The 
best time to plant a tree was 20 
years ago. The next best time 

is now.” Martin Murphy from Caher-
murphy in west Clare lives by it. He’s 

farm forestry. 
Martin began planting trees in 1982. 

-

of  growing trees to a new level that 

Martin’s forest in their Green Flag 
initiative. Martin’s forest is mainly 

wet mineral soils. 

says. “Before planting there was a 

present. Both use up a lot of  nitro-

whatever N was available in the soil 
-

natural vegetation.  

High pruning
-

-

-

Martin. “Most people thin forests 

-

Harvesting
First thinning involves the removal 

-

-

Minimise wind blow by extraction

that uproots the tree. My forest has no 

-

Firewood 
-

Trees get the 
personal touch
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mand for pulp material in west Clare. 
The big pulp mills are in the south 
east of  the country and getting trees 
to them was uneconomical. “I wanted 
to sell the product myself  so I went 

ing and marketing his trees.
When the trees were on the ground 

network to be stacked and ‘season’. 
Sitka spruce is 55% moisture when 
cut fresh; not suitable to burn in open 

once the moisture content is between 

what we had here for free. And it 

worked 
for me. 

ing the logs 
could cut them 

Continued thinning

of  these logs were sold as sawlog and 

telegraph poles and slated units. 

Clearfell

were ready for clearfelling. This 

time. It is tax free of  income so it was 

from the off  cuts left behind. “There’s 
timber still there I’m collecting it and 

Re-establishment

ated with clearfelling is replanting. 

he had done earlier on. Hence they 
don’t need to be windrowed and taken 
off  site. 

he says. What I will do is look after 
the new saplings coming back and 
hopefully they will grow.

with trees is the same as breeding 

grew well in Clare so why not their 

Michael Sommers 
and Martin Murphy.
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