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Upcoming events

Teagasc is running a number of

BETTER Farm sheep walks in July

2017. You will have the opportunity

to meet the farmers concerned,

discuss lamb and overall flock

performance, grassland

management and the breeding

programme being followed on

these farms. Dates of these events

are outlined in Table 1. 

Table 1: Dates and venues for upcoming BETTER Farm sheep walks.

Date                   Location                                    
July 12, 2.00pm      Tomás O’Leary, Rosnacarton Beg, Co. Kerry

July 19, 2.00pm      John O’Connell, Cloverhill, Ballinamore, Co. Leitrim

July 26, 2.00pm     Brian Nicholson, Tullyrolly, Johnstown, Co. Kilkenny

A number of BETTER Farm sheep walks take place across the country in July.



SHEEP

Where farmers around the country have taken

faecal egg counts (FECs) from their lambs,

reports suggest that worm counts are high.

However, every farm is different. Your lambs

may or may not need a dose. If you have not

already done so, you should contact a

laboratory for a sampling kit immediately. A list

of approved laboratories is available on the

Department of Agriculture, Food and the

Marine (DAFM) website: 

http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/farmerschemespa

yments/basicpaymentschemegreeningareasofnat

uralconstraint/sheepwelfarescheme2017/.

Then take samples of faeces from your lambs

and have these analysed. The results of this FEC

test will help you decide if dosing is required.

You can also go a step further and use FECs to

check if your dose is working properly. If you

are unsure of what to do, talk to your Teagasc

adviser. 

Table 2: Action categories in the Sheep Welfare Scheme.

   Lowland flock                                                                         Hill flock
   Category A                                                                              Category A                                

   Lameness control                       Mineral supplementation ewes post mating

   Mineral supplementation ewes post mating                            Meal feeding lambs post weaning
   Category B                                                                              Category B                                 

   Parasite control (2 x faecal egg counts)                                Parasite control (faecal egg count) 
   Scanning                                                                                    Sanning
   Flystrike control                          Mineral supplementation lambs pre weaning

Sheep Welfare Scheme

If you are a participant in the Sheep Welfare
Scheme, it is important that you carry out your
chosen tasks (one from category A and one
from category B) and keep your records sheet
up to date. A lot of these tasks arise during the

summer months. You should check your record
book as a reminder of what information you
need to record and keep it up to date. The
various action categories you had to choose
from are presented in Table 2. 

A lot of the tasks in
the Sheep Welfare
Scheme arise during
summer.

Parasites
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Weaning on the lowland flocks is in full swing,

with most lambs being weaned during late June

and the first week of July. The target is to wean

lambs at approximately 14 weeks of age and

allow lambs preferential access to high-quality

grass from then on (target a pre-grazing height

of approximately 8cm). The dry ewes will then be

used to follow behind the lambs to clean out

paddocks to maintain grass quality. 

Nearly all of the flocks have drafted some lambs

for sale at this point, mainly lambs that had been

reared as singles or pet lambs being finished

indoors on concentrates. Anecdotally, most of the

farms are reporting that lamb performance

appears to be good for this time of year. 

The dry spell in June allowed these farms to take

further cuts of silage and the regrowths on these

paddocks will provide lambs with high-quality

grass immediately post weaning. Grass growth in

June was variable, dropping below demand at

times, but overall growth rates and the weather

meant that grass supplies have been very good

across the farms. The grass growth curve for the

year to date is presented in Figure 1.

BETTER FARM UPDATE

Weaning well underway
Frank Campion, AGRIC, reports on weaning and promising lamb performance in the BETTER
Farm programme.

Hill flocks

All of the seven-week weights have been
collected on the hill flocks at this point and
there will be an update on these next
month. Lamb performance is variable across
the flocks, with singles in particular
performing well so far.

FIGURE 1: Grass growth curve for the sheep BETTER 
Farms for 2017 to date.

HEALTH & SAFETY+
July is a high-risk month for childhood accidents,

as children are often playing outdoors. Examine

your farm for childhood hazards and remove

them. Children should not be present when

dangerous work is in progress. 

Most importantly, discuss farm safety issues with

children and young persons. Show a good

example, as this is vital for positive attitude

formation towards safety. Provide a safe play area

for young children.

Keep children safe

Group: sheep BETTER Farms   
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For further information on any issues raised in this newsletter, or to access other
enterprise newsletters, please contact your local Teagasc adviser or see www.teagasc.ie. Pr
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RESEARCH UPDATE

One study ends, another begins
Philip Creighton, AGRIC, Teagasc Athenry, Co. Galway reports on the results of a long-running
study on the Sheep Research Demonstration Farm, Athenry.

Final results from our stocking rate and

prolificacy trial conducted over the last number

of years were presented at our recent open day.

Full details can be found in the open day

booklet available on the Teagasc website:

https://www.teagasc.ie/media/website/publicati

ons/2017/Sheep-Open-Day_2017.pdf. 

The key take-home message from this study is

that great potential exists to increase lamb

output and income from grass-based systems of

lamb production. The key areas that we need to

focus on are growing and utilising enough grass

to support increased output. 

New trial
We have commenced a new trial on the

Research Demonstration Farm this year. 

The new trial will evaluate incorporating white

clover into sheep-grazed swards at two fertiliser

nitrogen (N) and stocking rate levels on the

productivity of pasture-based lamb production

systems. Building on our previous study, this

trial will investigate two contrasting stocking

rate systems. 

These are 11 and 13 ewes/ha, grazing three

different pasture treatments as follows:

n a grass-only sward receiving 145kg N/ha/year; 

n a grass plus white clover sward receiving

145kg N/ha/year; and,

n a grass plus white clover sward receiving 

90kg N/ha/yr.

The overall objective of this study is to examine 

the potential of grass/white clover swards to 

support increased output levels within sheep

production systems. 

Objectives
Specific objectives of this project are to assess the

influence of incorporating white clover into

sheep-grazed swards on ewe and lamb

performance, pasture production, utilisation and

quality, and their ability to support higher

stocking rates, while also reducing the level of

chemical N applied. Lamb performance to 12

weeks has averaged 265g/day at the 11 ewes/ha

stocking rate and 257g/day at the 13 ewes/ha

treatments. Lambs on the grass-only treatments

averaged 247g/day, while lambs grazing grass

clover swards averaged 268g/day. Further

updates on this study will follow in the coming

months and years.


