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The Teagasc Mission is to support 
science-based innovation in the agri-
food sector and wider bio-economy 
so as to underpin profitability, 
competitiveness and sustainability 
even under the challenging market 
conditions which prevailed in 2016.

The continued roll-out of GLAS and 
the Beef Data Genomics Programme 
(BDGP) saw direct payments on cattle 
farms increase by between 5 and 11%.  
This increase helped offset lower cattle 
prices and it meant that the average 
farm income on cattle farms increased 
by between 2% and 4% in 2016. Despite 
this increase, average cattle farm 
incomes at €12,908 remained low.

Milk production continued to expand in 2016. However, milk price was down 
almost 10% resulting in income on dairy farms falling by 17 percent to an 
average of €51,809. 

Tillage farms were severely affected by a decline in crop yields in 2016. Coupled 
with a reduction in the price of cereals, this led to a 10% fall in average 
tillage farm income to €30,816.  Lamb prices decreased by 2% and with direct 
payments receipts relatively unchanged the average sheep farm income 
remained stable at €16,011. 

The Teagasc National Farm Survey showed that average Family Farm Income 
decreased by 9% in 2016, bringing the average income figure for the farming 
sector to €24,060. 

The general election and formation of a new government led to Michael Creed 
TD replacing Simon Coveney TD as Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine. Ann Phelan TD and Tom Hayes TD have been succeeded by Andrew 
Doyle TD. I would like to acknowledge the immense support which all of the 
outgoing ministers provided for Teagasc and the excellent working relationship 
with Minister Creed and Minister of State Doyle.  

There were also changes on the Teagasc Authority in 2016. I wish to 
acknowledge Tim O Leary’s contribution during his term. He advised and 
encouraged the organisation to continue to develop and assist Irish farming to 
be competitive and profitable to achieve a viable living for farm families.

Tommy Cooke was reappointed to the Teagasc Authority for a second term 
by Minister Micheal Creed TD who also appointed Richard Kennedy, Deputy 
President of the IFA. Richard brings a wealth of farming experience and a track 
record of leadership in farming agribusiness and in community development. 

I would like to thank Secretary General, Aidan O’Driscoll, and his staff at the 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine with whom we work closely for 
the benefit of the agri-food sector. I would also like to thank Director Prof. Gerry 
Boyle and all Teagasc staff for their dedication and contribution in 2016.
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Brexit (the UK’s departure from the 
EU as a result of the referendum 
in June 2016) could profoundly 
change the trade relationship 
between Ireland and the UK and 
affect the level of support provided 
by the Common Agricultural Policy. 
Teagasc researchers have quantified 
the possible impact of Brexit 
on Irish agriculture, Irish agri-
food exports and on Irish family 
farm incomes. This research has 
informed Government and industry 
understanding of the Brexit process 
and the threat it poses to the Irish 
agri-food and wider economy. 

The final report of the Teagasc 
Technology Foresight 2035 
Project was published in 2016. The report was presented to the European 
Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development, Phil Hogan (pictured 
below), at a conference in Brussels, in June. Over 200 experts and industry 
stakeholders were consulted to identify breakthrough technologies which will 
transform the Irish agri-food and bio-economy sector by 2035.

Five technology themes were identified as being the priorities for Irish research 
and innovation in the coming years: Plant and Animal Genomics and Related 
Technologies; Human, Animal and Soil Microbiota; Digital Technologies; New 
Technologies for Food Processing; Transformation in the Food Value Chain 
System.

Overall college enrollments for Teagasc Level 5, Level 6, and Teagasc-linked 
higher education courses in agriculture, horticulture, equine and forestry for 
the 2016/17 academic year stand at 1,873. While 5% lower than for 2015, overall 
enrolments remain at 2014 and 2013 levels.  The demand for adult Green Cert 
courses for the distance education and part time options remains exceptionally 
high. Teagasc enrolled nearly 4,400 to the adult Green Cert programme in the 
period from autumn 2014 to the end of 2016. 

Agricultural advisory and education professionals from all over Europe were 
in Limerick in June for a conference themed ‘Innovation Support for a Diverse 
Agriculture’. Teagasc hosted the 55th International Academy of Rural Advisors 
(IALB) and third European Forum for Agricultural and Rural Advisory Services 
(EUFRAS) conference at the University of Limerick campus.
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Roadmaps
Teagasc published nine enterprise ‘road maps’ which cover suckler beef, 
dairy, sheep, pigs, tillage, forestry, horticulture, environment and food. Each 
roadmap outlines the anticipated key market and policy issues likely to face 
the sector up to 2025, along with the expected size/structure of each sector. 

Basic Payment Scheme
Teagasc advisors completed in excess of 40,000 Basic Payment Scheme 
applications on behalf of farmer clients this year; 39,000 were done on line. 

Nutrient Advice
The 4th edition of the nutrient advice manual “Teagasc Green Book” 
published in 2016 provides comprehensive advice for all major farming 
systems. Updates based on the latest scientific findings and in compliance 
with European and Irish legislation are included. Collaborators on the project 
included the Fertiliser Association of Ireland and the University of Adelaide.

Opt-In
Teagasc has developed a new web portal known as “Opt-In” which provides 
information in relation to employment related skills development and 
diversification opportunities for rural families. The Portal has been initially 
developed for two pilot counties: Limerick and Tipperary. 

Teagasc and Farm Women
Teagasc is undertaking 
a project (pioneered 
in Wexford) within the 
Knowledge Transfer Walsh 
Fellowship Programme 
which examines the 
engagement between 
farm women and advisory 
services. Teagasc Potential 
outcomes might include 
initiatives such as women-
only Discussion Groups.

Farming and Country Life 1916
Teagasc hosted Farming and Country Life 1916, the largest centenary 
celebration of rural Ireland. Visitors (pictured top) and exhibitors from the 
four corners of Ireland descended upon Athenry for a once in a lifetime, 
family event.

A 1916 town was created within the 100 acre site at Teagasc, Athenry, complete 
with life sized replica of the GPO, shops, pub, traditional cottage and farm, 
and much more. A full schedule of entertainment on four stages and exciting 
activities throughout ensured there was something for all ages and interests.

Gut Health
Scientists at the APC Microbiome Institute (a Teagasc/UCC joint venture) in 
Cork have confirmed that gut microbes are at the centre of heart health.  The 
scientists found that consumption of oat beta glucan (in porridge) not only 
lowered blood cholesterol in mice, but that it also helped keep body weight 
down and benefited the gut microbiota – the community of bacteria living in 
the intestines.

InCites
InCites is a customised research evaluation tool that allows an organisation 
to benchmark research paper output against peers worldwide. In the period 
2012-2016 Teagasc ranked first in the category Agriculture, Dairy and Animal 
Sciences; and Food Science and Technology with 314 papers and in the 
category Food Science and Technology with 642 papers.

Statement of Strategy
During 2016 Teagasc launched its sixth Statement of Strategy (SoS), which sets 
out goals, priorities and high-level strategic actions for the period 2017-2020. 
The Statement was prepared in consultation with staff and a range of external 
stakeholders and represents Teagasc’s response to the opportunities and 
challenges facing the organisation and the agri-food sector.

Pig Research
2016 saw the completion of the Pig Research Facility at Teagasc Moorepark.  
Teagasc now has a state-of-the-art 200 sow integrated herd research facility, 
a growing number of research staff and students, and a research programme 
driven by pig producer and industry input.

PastureBase
The merger of PastureBase and AgriNet Grass places Teagasc at the forefront of 
Smart Agriculture.  PastureBase Ireland will greatly aid the role out of KT groups 
and will be used in the completion of grassland technologies such as the 
Teagasc spring rotation planner, grass wedge and autumn grass budget. 

New Facilities
A new Education, Research and Conference Centre at Teagasc Ashtown, Dublin 
was officially opened by the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, 
Michael Creed TD in December. This €3 million investment was used to produce 
an integrated facility, covering Food Research, Horticultural Development, 
Forestry Development, Horticultural Education and Food Industry training. 
This significant investment will provide the necessary additional training 
facilities for horticulture students on courses at the Teagasc College of Amenity 
Horticulture in the National Botanic Gardens. 

Teagasc operates a number of initiatives in the area of health and safety 
for rural stakeholders, including an on-going study of farmers’ health 
in association with health professionals from the Waterford Institute of 
Technology (WIT), Centre for Men’s Health, IT Carlow and the UCD Schools 

of Physiotherapy and 
Performance Science 
and Agriculture and Food 
Science.  The Teagasc Farm 
Safety Code of Practice 
Training Programme offers 
farmers half-day courses in 
all counties to assist them to 
comply with the requirement 
to complete, or revise, a farm 
Risk Assessment under the 
Farm Safety Code of Practice.

GOAL 1
IMPROVE THE COMPETITIVENESS OF AGRICULTURE,
FOOD, AND THE WIDER BIO-ECONOMY

GOAL 2
SUPPORT SUSTAINABLE FARMING
AND THE ENVIRONMENT

GOAL 3
ENCOURAGE DIVERSIFICATION OF THE RURAL
ECONOMY AND ENHANCE THE QUALITY OF RURAL LIFE

GOAL 4
ENHANCE ORGANISATIONAL CAPABILITY
AND DELIVER VALUE FOR MONEY
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Part of the huge attendance at the Teagasc, Grange, Open Day.

Teagasc/FBD Student of the year Shane Fitzgerald pictured with Minister for 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Michael Creed, Fiona Muldoon CEO, FBD 
Insurance and Professor Gerry Boyle Teagasc

A Dutch delegation visiting Oak Park pictured are: Dr. Rogier Schulte, Teagasc, 
Dr. Denis Griffin, Teagasc Potato Breeder; Mr. Paul Schellekens, Dutch 
Ambassador; Ms. Wemmechien Hofman, Dutch Senior Economic & Trade Officer; 
Professor Gerry Boyle, Teagasc Director; Dr. Lance O’Brien, Dr. Dan Milbourne, 
and Dr. Frank O’Mara, Teagasc.

Pictured at the launch of the  Teagasc Farm Safety Code of 
Practice Training Programme for 2016-2017 (left to right): John 
McNamara, Teagasc Farm Safety Specialist, Andew Doyle TD 
Minister of State at the Department of Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine, Tom Kelly, Director of Knowledge Transfer, Teagasc, 
Mary Mitchell O’Connor TD, Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and 
Innovation, Pat Griffin, Health and Safety Authority.

Teagasc Locations


