
Early-sown crops have emerged

well and have good plant counts.

Due to the wet weather in

October, some growers may not

have all their wheat sown. Wheat

sown in November will suffer a

yield penalty over October-sown

wheat. Lower soil temperatures

will result in slow emergence,

leaving the crop vulnerable to

crow attack. Seed rates need to

be adjusted to allow for greater

field losses. For example, JB Diego

with a thousand grain weight of

49.1g needs to be sown at

219kg/ha (14st/ac) at 65%

establishment.

Continue to monitor any later-

sown crops (especially wheat) for

pest attack as soils become

wetter. Where you suspect slugs

may be a problem lay down some

traps using a plastic bag or slate

with muesli underneath to attract
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Winter cereals

Continue to monitor later-sown crops.
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Table 1: BYDV management in 2017.                                                             

Crop                                 BYDV risk                  Control actions                     Comments

September-drilled                 High                             1. Seed treatment                     Even when 
winter cereals                                                            or                                              aphid and virus 
                                                                                  apply pyrethroid*                      occurrence high, 
                                                                                  at two/three leaf                       there is no benefit
                                                                                  stage                                         from extra sprays

                                                                                  Followed by:
                                                                                  2. Pyrethroid* in early               Late spraying of 
                                                                                  November                                 previously unsprayed 
                                                                                                                                    crops can be beneficial 
                                                                                                                                    when virus is widespread

Mid October-drilled              Medium to high           Seed treatment 
winter cereals                                                            

or

                                                                                  pyrethroid* in the first 
                                                                                  week of November 
                                                                                  (no later/second spray 
                                                                                  needed)

Winter cereals                       Very low                        No treatment necessary
emerging after                                                           (except in mild winters  
end of November                                                      when aphids are plentiful)         

*where pyrethroid fails, consider dimethoate (wheat only).

the slugs. Monitor the traps daily to see the

populations. If you see five or more slugs, on

average, treatment is warranted on emerging

or struggling crops.

Aphids
Many growers opted to use Deter seed

treatment this year due to the confirmation of

knockdown resistance (kdr) among grain

aphids. Research indicates that aphids

carrying the resistant gene occur in all the

major grain-growing regions. See Table 1 for

barley yellow dwarf virus (BYDV) management

options.

Weed control
Timing is crucial for successful weed control in

autumn-sown cereals, especially in the case of

grass weeds. Control of annual meadow grass

requires a more strategic approach following

the loss of IPU. There are still plenty of Reassess weed control four weeks after spraying.



NOVEMBER 2017

Winter oilseed rape
The delayed harvest has resulted in many winter
oilseed rape (WOSR) crops not being planted
until September. Late-sown crops are
particularly vulnerable to pest damage,
especially from slugs, so crops should be
monitored on a regular basis. 

Weeds
Many farmers opted for post-emergence weed
control this year due to difficult weather and
late planting. For crops that have not received
weed control yet, the main options are
AstroKerb, Dow Shield and Salsa in the autumn,
or Galera in the spring. Salsa works best on
actively growing weeds in mild conditions but
time is running out as temperatures drop.
AstroKerb and Kerb Flo (Relva, etc.) work best in
cooler conditions with moisture in the ground.
Galera has a narrow application window in the
spring – check the label. Grass weeds,
particularly volunteer cereals and wild oats, will
knock yield of WOSR substantially. Falcon,
Fusilade Max, Stratos Ultra, etc., will effectively
control grass weeds but watch latest timings
with these products.

Disease and canopy management
Phoma is present in many WOSR crops at the
moment and once the threshold of 10% of

plants affected is reached the crop should be
treated. See Figure 1 for symptoms. Light leaf
spot is the main disease of rape in Ireland but
identifying it in the autumn is quite difficult. To
prevent disease, all rape crops should get a
fungicide for light leaf spot in November. This
will also cover phoma. Proline or Prosaro are
rated the best for light leaf spot control in
Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board
(AHDB) trials but other products like Magnello
or tebuconazole can also be used. Prosaro will
have a plant growth regulator (PGR) effect and
is best used on bigger canopies, whereas Proline
will have no PGR effect and is best suited to
later-sown or more-backward crops.

FIGURE 1: Phoma lesions on rape.

products on the market to control annual

meadow grass but they work best when

applied either pre emergence or early post

emergence.

Herbicide selection should be based on field

history as there are very few mixes available

that cover a complete range of weeds. Priority

should be given to the most competitive

weeds, e.g., cleavers, sterile brome, charlock

and wild oats. 

Apply a broad-acting herbicide at the two-

four leaf stage and reassess weeds four weeks

later and when spring growth commences.

Popular weed control options for wheat and

barley include: Flight 4.0L/ha; Defy 2.0L/ha

plus DFF 0.1L/ha; Tower 2.0L/ha; and,

Firebird, Navigate, Naceto 0.3L/ha. For wheat

only, Alister Flex is a good contact grass weed

option and Broadway Star is a strong sterile

brome option.
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The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has

teamed up with Teagasc, the Department of

Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM), local

authorities, WEEE Ireland, the European Recycling

Platform (ERP) and Enva Ireland Ltd to operate

collection centres for the collection of farm

hazardous waste across the country (see Table 2). 

This provides farmers with an excellent

opportunity to dispose of their hazardous wastes

in a manner that protects human health, livestock

and the environment. This is an ideal opportunity

to check your spray store for any pesticides that

are out of registration and dispose of them in a

safe manner.

For further information on any issues raised in this newsletter, or to access other
enterprise newsletters, please contact your local Teagasc adviser or see www.teagasc.ie.

Make things easier in spring

The lowering of spring workload needs to be a

key priority for many farms. It won’t happen

without planning. 

Long working days lead to tiredness and

consequent increased risk of farm injury.

November is a good time to reflect on what

straightforward changes could cut spring

workloads. A couple of simple adjustments could

make a huge difference, e.g., contract spreading

of fertiliser or slurry. On a

more long-term basis,

can farm modifications

be made to cut workload?

Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Schemes 2

(TAMS II) grant aid is available for a wide range of

farm infrastructure developments and health and

safety adoptions. In the meantime get winter

ready, visit the website: http://winterready.ie/.

HEALTH & SAFETY+

Farm hazardous waste campaign

Table 2: Farm hazardous waste campaign dates and locations for November.

Location                                                                               Date

Listowel Mart, north Kerry                                                     Saturday, November 4

Kilkenny Mart, Cillín Hill, Co. Kilkenny                                   Wednesday, November 8

Cahir Mart, south Tipperary                                                  Tuesday, November 14

Mayo-Sligo Co-operative Mart, Ballina, Co. Mayo                 Friday, November 17

Tullamore Mart, Co. Offaly                                                    Tuesday, November 21

Athenry Mart, Co. Galway                                                     Friday, November 24

Kells Recycling Centre, Co. Meath                                         Tuesday, November 28


