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Wild oat control
Timings between weed control

products were problematic again this

year, but wild oats can be controlled

up to flag leaf stage. Axial at 0.2-

0.3L/ha (or Avena, Axis, etc.) is the

main product used from first node

up to flag leaf stage and offers

excellent control of bigger wild oat

plants. The higher rate will be

needed as crops become more

advanced. An adjuvant Adigor must

also be included at 1.0L/ha. Foxtrot

or Farmco Wild Oats can only be

used until GS31.

Disease control
Teagasc spring barley disease

research is designed to help

growers apply fungicides to get

the best effect for money spent.

When used in conjunction with

variety ratings, weather data and

field observations, you are in a

good position to design a robust

programme to maximise your

return on investment and

protect your crops.

Most barley should have

received its first fungicide by

Two sprays are sufficient for top yields.



TILLAGE

now, and this should give good coverage for

about three weeks, especially if a triazole plus

strob/SDHI mix was applied. Typically, the

second fungicide (Table 1) will consist of Bravo
1.0L/ha plus [a half to two-thirds rate triazole

plus strob/SDHI mix]. Various options are

available but once you have the basic

components in the mix (Bravo plus triazole plus

strob/SDHI), you should expect good control of

diseases. Figure 1 shows results from 2012-2015

Teagasc trials. The key point here is that two

sprays are sufficient for top yields, the first one

applied at the end of tillering or GS30, and the

second one as the awns appear.

Table 1: Spring barley T2 fungicide options.

                     Timings and products                                                         Notes

      T2 Timing: flag leaf to awns visible (GS37-49) 

                             Chlorothalonil 1.0L

                                         plus 

          Half to three-quarters rate SDHI/triazole mix

               (Elatus Era, Bontima, Ceriax, Siltra, or 
            Imtrex/Vertisan/Priaxor plus triazole, etc.)

                                          or
                                            
                             Chlorothalonil 1.0L

                                         plus 

                  Half to three-quarters rate triazole
                 (Proline, Strand, Inca, Rubric, etc.)

                                         plus 

               Half rate SDHI (Imtrex/Vertisan/Zulu) 

                                          or

                  Half rate strob (Amistar, Modem)

• Target the final fungicide before the head is
emerged. Trials have shown this earlier
timing can increase yields by 0.5t/ha
compared to applying a fungicide at
flowering.

• Pre-formulated mixtures of the products
mentioned and other actives are widely
available, e.g., Amistar Opti, Credo,
Deuce/Diamant, Fandango, Jenton, Lumen,
Treoris, Aylora, Frelizon, etc.).

Spring barley fungicide timings

Trial locations: Carlow, Kilkenny, Wexford, Wicklow 

Varieties: Snakebite, Quench, Taberna, Propino

Product applied: 1.0L/ha Siltra

Timings: See graph. 

Years: 2012-2015

Key messages: Two-spray programme is optimum in spring barley

FIGURE 1: Yield response from fungicides (t/ha).
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Disease control 
Spring wheat will rapidly go through its growth
stages, so watch out for latest timings on plant
growth regulators (PGRs) and to get your
fungicide programme correct (Table 2). Crops
appear relatively clean but watch for mildew

levels, especially in dense crops. The fungicide
applied at the flag leaf timing will give you the
best returns. The main threats are mildew and
septoria but don’t ignore rust, especially in the
east of the country.

Spring wheat 

Winter wheat
Disease control
Most crops got off to a good start with a well-timed

leaf three spray (T1) because of the dry weather in

April and early May. However, the mixed weather

through the second half of May has kept septoria very

active in the lower canopy. Tipping of leaves has been

quite common on all varieties this year; however, it is

unlikely to affect yield significantly. The final spray has

two purposes: it tops up control of disease on the

important flag leaf at T2; and, it also protects against

fusarium and other ear disease, especially if the

weather is broken during flowering. Rust seems to be

very persistent in some varieties this year so keep this

in mind; if it is an issue, a morpholine plus or minus

Modem will offer protection. Time the T3 fungicide

application at early flowering, which is normally three

to three-and-a-half weeks after the flag leaf spray.

Options are similar to those for spring wheat. 

Aphids
Keep an eye on numbers and apply a systemic

aphicide (dimethoate, etc.) where aphid numbers

exceed five per wheat head. Contact aphicides

(Karate, Cypersect, etc.) should not be applied on the

head as they do not offer adequate control of feeding

aphids and may cause problems for controlling aphids

for barley yellow dwarf virus (BYDV) in following crops

due to resistance issues.

Most winter crops got off to a good start but septoria is
now a concern.

Table 2: Disease control options in spring wheat.

T2                                           Septoria                                                    Chlorothalonil 1.0L
GS37-39                                    Rust?                                                                  plus
                                                                                                                 triazole plus SDHI,
                                                                                                 e.g., Adexar, Aviator, Elatus Era, Librax, 
                                                                                                         Cielex, Vertisan plus triazole 
                                                     
                                               Mildew?                                     Include Tern or Corbel, etc., at half to
                                                  plus                                                       three-quarters rate

T3                                           Septoria                                   Triazole, e.g., Gleam, Prosaro, Magnello,
GS51-60                                    Rust?                                               Caramba/Folicur plus Proline
                                             Fusarium                                                                 

                                               Mildew?                                            Include half mildewicide rate
                                                  plus                                                                      



For further information on any issues raised in this newsletter, or to access other
enterprise newsletters, please contact your local Teagasc adviser or see www.teagasc.ie. Pr
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Spring oats
Most oats are from second node to the flag leaf
stage. Growth regulation should be used
between second and third node. Apply CCC
750g/L at 1.5-2.0L/ha.

Disease
To date crops have remained relatively clean,

but mildew remains a threat and is very active

in unsprayed trial plots. Rusts and mildew

require a broad-spectrum fungicide such as

Elatus Era/Frelizon/Furlong/Tocata/Jenton, or a

triazole such as Folicur or Opus plus strob, etc.

Include a specific mildewicide if not included in

your main product. This should be added to the

PGR at GS32-33. The final fungicide should be

applied when the crop is starting to head out.

Options are the same as the first spray.  

Beans
In order to maintain yield potential in beans,

foliar disease should be minimised to keep the

foliage for as long as possible. Chocolate spot

and rusts are the main threat. Chocolate spot

has appeared earlier this year with relatively

high levels in winter-planted crops and low

levels in spring crops. Both diseases develop

quickly in warm humid conditions. Fungicides

need to be applied before chocolate spot

develops. 

Therefore, apply a fungicide at the first signs of

disease or in any case at the start of flowering,

and repeat two to three weeks later. Options

include Signum 0.5-0.75kg/ha (most active and

use in high-risk situations) or Rover 500 at

1L/ha, plus Amistar/Globaztar 0.5L/ha or

Folicur/Fezan Plus/Riza 0.75L/ha. Where

downey mildew is a problem, apply Ridomil

Gold (where disease is active), or mancozeb

(preventative) at start of flowering.

Aphids are generally not a problem in beans.

However, it is common to see odd plants with

heavy aphid (black bean aphids) infestations. If

black aphids are seen throughout the crop,

consider Aphox. In most cases, this is not

necessary.

Date for the diary

Teagasc Crops and Cultivations Open Day

takes place on Wednesday, June 28 in Oak

Park, Carlow, starting at 11.00am. There will

be a series of cultivation demonstrations on

the day as well as a display of the trial work

that is being carried out in Oak Park. The

event is approved for KT groups.

The Irish Cancer Society and the IFA recently
launched their SunSmart campaign for farmers.
Almost one in four (23%) skin cancer deaths in
Ireland are people working in the construction,
outdoor and farming industries. The SunSmart
Code is as follows: 
� cover up – wear a shirt with a collar, long shorts,

and a hat that gives shade to your face, 
neck and ears; 

� seek shade – especially from 11.00am to 3.00pm; 
� wear wraparound sunglasses – always carry your

sunglasses on the farm and make sure that they
give UV protection; and, 

� slap on sunscreen – make sure your sunscreen is
SPF 15 or higher and has UVA protection. Visit
www.cancer.ie/SunSmart for more information.
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