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February 28 is the last day for

cutting hedgerows until September

1. When hedge cutting, leave one

new whitethorn tree in every

routinely trimmed hedgerow, in

line with the All-Ireland Pollinator

Plan – a strategy to address the

decline in bees. One-third of Irish

bee species are threatened with

extinction. Bees are declining

because of a reduction in

wildflowers, from which the bees

get pollen for protein and nectar

for carbohydrates. There is also a

lack of continuity of flowering

plants. Bees require food all year

round, requiring a diversity of

flowering plants in the landscape.

Hedgerows are the most important

source of flowers in the Irish

farmed landscape, but are only of

value to pollinators if flowers are

present. Routinely trimmed

hedgerows do not produce

flowers. Leaving occasional thorn

trees to grow and mature within

routinely trimmed hedgerows is a

simple way to provide flowers for

bees, as well as fruit for birds.

Farmers who retain trees such as

ash may not consider whitethorn

as a potential tree. We need this to

change for the sake of the bees.

Retain any single thorn stem from

the hedgerow. Birds and bees do

not mind if it is not perfectly

straight! Whitethorn trees are

suited within hedgerows as they

are relatively small at maturity and

do not cast shade causing gaps in

hedgerows. Every little helps – you

can make a difference!

End of hedge cutting
season
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Do new nitrates regulations affect you?

Poaching: all farmers – from January 1, 2018,
run-off from poaching will be addressed under
Nitrates, as well as Good Agricultural and
Environmental Condition (GAEC).

Watercourses: from January 1, 2021, on farms
with grassland stocking rates over 170kg

nitrogen (N)/ha:

� bovines must be excluded from

watercourses;

� watercourses must be fenced 1.5m from the

top of the bank; and,

� drinking points must be located at least 20m

from watercourses.

Slurry spreading: new rules for derogation
farmers from 2018:

a total of 50% of all slurry produced on a

derogation farm must be applied by June 15.

After this date, slurry may only be applied using

low emissions equipment. If all slurry is spread

before June 15, there is no need for low

emissions equipment. Soiled water can be

spread using a splash plate. Soiled water mixed

with slurry is defined as slurry.

Slurry spreading
Do not spread slurry or soiled water where land

is waterlogged, flooded or likely to flood, snow

covered or frozen, or if heavy rain is forecast

within 48 hours. Avoid spreading where the

ground slopes steeply and there is a risk of

pollution, having regard to factors such as

surface run off pathways, the presence of land

drains, the absence of hedgerows to mitigate

surface flow, soil condition and ground cover.

Roadways: all farmers – from January 1, 2021
no direct run off of soiled water from farm
roadways into watercourses or dry drains will be
allowed. Alterations to the slope on farm
roadways may be required.

Note: While certain measures are required to be implemented by January 1, 2021, farmers are strongly               
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Slurry storage: derogation applicants: 
� farmers who apply for derogation in March

2018 must have adequate storage for all

animals on the farm during the winter of

2018/2019. 

Nutrient management planning
From January 1, 2018 the following soil

fertility regulations apply for all farmers:

� the maximum soil sampling area per soil

sample is reduced to 5ha for any soils

analysed after January 1, 2018 – soil

analysis results are now valid for four years;

� soil organic matter analysis of designated

peaty soils with an organic matter of over

20% must be carried out where soil

sampling is undertaken unless certified as

mineral soils by a FAS adviser; and, 

� there is a simplification of the calculation

of N and phosphorus (P) allowances in

nutrient management plans and limits will

be based on the previous year’s stocking

rate.

Extra phosphorus
The following applies to farms with a

grassland stocking rate above 130kg/ha. A

higher level of phosphorus (P) is allowed for

the build-up of P levels (index 1 and 2) in

soils on farms with grassland stocking rates

above 130kg/ha. 

Farmers wishing to avail of this increased P

allowance must carry out soil sampling (incl.

soil organic matter), undertake nutrient

management planning with a FAS adviser to

be submitted to the Department of

Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM),

and attend a training course on P build up in

the first year.

Crops

� For winter cereals on soils with a P index of

1 or 2, an application of 20kg/ha will be

allowed up to October 31 if incorporated

into the soil at or before the sowing time.

� There are minor changes to N and P

allowances for potatoes and vegetable

crops.

                encouraged to implement any relevant works as soon as possible to ensure protection of waters.



Eligible project areas
The Hen Harrier Project is available to

approximately 3,800 farmers in the six hen harrier

Special Protection Areas (SPAs) with breeding hen

harriers. Approximately 1,100 farmers are likely to

participate in the project. All farmers should submit

an expression of interest form, available on

www.henharrierproject.ie.

The Hen Harrier Project is worth €25m over five

years, and will provide additional income to

participating farmers on top of the Green Low-

Carbon Agri-Environment Scheme (GLAS). The Hen

Harrier Project is a European Innovation Partnership

(EIP) locally-led scheme. The Project is funded by

the DAFM, as part of Ireland's Rural Development

Programme 2014-2020.

For further information on any issues raised in this newsletter, or to access other
enterprise newsletters, please contact your local Teagasc adviser or see www.teagasc.ie. De
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Farmers in Hen Harrier Project areas should submit an expression of interest form now.

Hen harrier project

B O’ Donoghue

Male hen harrier – There are approximately 150 pairs of
hen harriers in Ireland.

Slieve Aughty

Slieve Beagh

Slieve Bloom

Mountains

Slieve Felim to

Silvermines

Stacks to Mullaghareirk

west Limerick hills

Mount Eagle

Mullaghanish to

Musheramore


