
A mid-term review of the Forestry

Programme 2014-2020 has been

carried out, so now is a good time to

take a fresh look at new and existing

forestry. We provide the basic

information in this newsletter and you

can find out more at Teagasc’s

upcoming forest management walks. 

There are new opportunities for

planting forests and the management

of existing ones. Minister of State for

Forestry, Andrew Doyle TD

announced increases in all broadleaf

and diverse conifer grant categories

(7% increase in grants and 5%

increase in premiums), along with

significant positive adjustments to

both the Forestry for Fibre and

Agroforestry schemes. 

This review also revised measures

applicable to existing forests.

Additional funding will be available

for fencing and tree shelters for

vulnerable sites where deer or hare

damage is a problem. The Forest

Road Scheme gets a boost with the

allowable grant-aided density

increased from 20m/ha to 25m/ha.

The Woodland Improvement Scheme,

which provides funding for the

management of broadleaves, will be

opened up to non-grant-aided

broadleaf forests and all broadleaf

mixtures that meet the required

criteria. Furthermore, all broadleaf

forests, including mixtures, will be

eligible for a second thinning grant of

€500/ha.
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Incorporating some well-managed forestry into a farm can increase farm efficiency and overall farm income
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the Marine (DAFM) are organising a series of forest

management walks. These events will focus on

demonstrating what’s involved in the early

management of young forests, as well as

highlighting the recent changes to the Forestry

Programme. These events are an informal forum

where questions on forestry can be discussed with

Teagasc forestry advisers and other forest owners.

Registration is not required. See below for dates and

venues.

DETAILS OF FOREST MANAGEMENT WALKS (ALL START AT 7.00PM)
County        Meeting point                           Date         Short description                                Contact

Carlow

Cavan

Cork

Cork

Clare

Galway

Kerry

Kildare

Laois

Limerick

Mayo

Monaghan

Roscommon

Sligo 

Tipperary

Westmeath

Wexford

Wicklow

St Lazarian’s Cathedral,
Old Leighlin
Stradone village 

Racecourse entrance Mallow, 
on N72 
Opposite Kilmeen Kilbree GAA
entrance, Rossmore
Church Feakle

Community Centre, Kilconnell

Heather’s car park, Tomies west,
Gap of Dunloe, Killarney 
Outside Parkes Nursing Home,
Boycetown, Kilcock (on old N4)
Mountrath Mart, (R440) Mountrath 

Shanagolden Church of Ireland car
park
Clarke’s Shop, Bohola

TBC

Saddler’s Inn, Kingsland, Boyle

Tullynure, Geevagh (signposted
from Geevagh crossroads)
Community Centre
Holyford
Outside Ballymore RC Church,
(R390) Mullingar – Athlone Rd
Mannion’s Pub car park, Mount
Elliott, New Ross, Y34 YY15
St Finian's Church, Kilquiggan, 
R93 R729

Tuesday 
April 24
Tuesday 
April 24
Wednesday 
April 25
Monday
April 30
Thursday 
April 19
Thursday 
April 26
Thursday 
April 26
Monday
April 23
Tuesday
April 24
Tuesday 
May 8
Wednesday 
May 2
Wednesday 
April 25
Tuesday
April 24
Thursday 
April 26
Thursday 
April 26
Monday 
April 30
Tuesday 
May 1
Thursday
May 3

Early management

Early management 0-4 years

Post four years management of a mainly
conifer plantation
Post four years management of agroforestry
and mixed conifer/broadleaf plantations
Early management

Early management of conifer plantations

Native woodland establishment and early
management
Three-year-old oak/Norway spruce plus
one-year-old agroforestry plot
Reforestation and early management of
conifers
Early management of sitka spruce
plantations
Early management of conifer plantations

Early management 0-4 years

Early management of conifer plantations

Early management of (mainly) conifers

Early management

Early management. Visiting a three-year-
old oak and Norway spruce plantation
Early management of 
broadleaves/conifers
Early management of 
broadleaves/conifers

M. Somers/F. McHugh
087-121 6163
Kevin O’Connell
087-121 6159
John Casey
087-224 2283
John Casey 
087-224 2283
Michael Somers
087-121 6163
Noel Kennedy 
087-909 0504
Jonathan Spazzi 
087-710 2739
Liam Kelly
087-909 0495
Liam Kelly
087-909 0495
Jonathan Spazzi 
087-710 2739
Noel Kennedy 
087-909 0504
Kevin O’Connell
087-121 6159
Noel Kennedy 
087-909 0504
Steven Meyen 
087-677 5158
Michael Somers
087-121 6163
Liam Kelly
087-909 0495
Frances McHugh 
087-622 2111
Frances McHugh 
087-622 2111
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0-4 years:
1. Vegetation control.

2. Checking for animal browsing.

3. Replacing failures.

4. Forest nutrition issues.

5. Formative shaping of broadleaves.

4-10 years
1. Localised vegetation control if required.

2. Maintaining access – headlands/pathways.

3. Monitoring trees for disease/deficiencies.

4. Formative shaping of broadleaves.

5. Monitoring for squirrel/deer damage, etc.

10 years plus
1. Cutting inspection paths (conifers).

2. Assessing productivity – yield class.

3. Installing road/timber loading areas.

4. High pruning.

5. Thinning/harvesting.

Ongoing management 
regardless of forest age:
n   maintaining fencing;

n   maintaining drainage;

n   fire prevention/planning;

n   adequate insurance;

n   keeping records of management

interventions; and,

n   frequent walks through to monitor

progress.

Main management tasks
Forest management is an ongoing process, closing the gate and hoping for the best is not an option. 

The following is a guide to the main management interventions depending on forest age, many of which

will be discussed at our upcoming forest management walks:

Date for your diary 
Forestry and Environment Awareness and
Careers Day, Thursday, May 10, 2018,
Teagasc Ballyhaise College, Co. Cavan

Ballyhaise College will hold a Forestry and

Environment Awareness and Careers Day on

Thursday, May 10. On the day, representatives

from different forestry and environmental

agencies will highlight career paths and

options for anyone with an interest in forestry 

and the environment. There will be working

demonstrations and opportunities to interact

and chat with all the relevant exhibitors from

the industry, state agencies and colleges.

Options relating to careers in forestry and the

environment will include climate and weather,

water quality, biodiversity, recreation, heritage,

sustainable energy and tree care. The event is

free of charge and open to the public. It will

run from 10.00am until 3.00pm. All are

welcome.
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For further information on any issues raised in this newsletter, or to access other
enterprise newsletters, please contact your local Teagasc adviser or see www.teagasc.ie. D
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