
 

 

9th October 2018 

Grass10 Weekly Update  

 

Current Pasture Performance PastureBase Ireland: www.pbi.ie Micheal O’Leary 

 Average feed allocation:    Dry Matter Results:  

 Grass 13 kgDM/LU 

 Concentrates 4 kg/LU 

 Silage 0.5 kgDM/LU  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grazing Heavy Covers this Autumn:  

 

Strip Wires: Use 12 hr blocks when allocating grass to livestock. Strip grazing is fundamental when 

grazing heavy covers and aiming to meet a residual of 4 cm  

Back-fence: Use a back-fence to avoid livestock walking over grazed areas. This will protect regrowths 

and minimise damage on closed-off paddocks 

Multiple Entry/Exit Points: Alternate entry/exit points to avoid livestock poaching gaps into paddocks. 

Multiple access points give you more flexibility when hanging up strip wires .  

Water Trough Placement: Water troughs in the middle of paddocks allow flexibility when hanging up 

strip wires and minimises the distance livestock have to walk to the water-trough 

 

Pictures Below: A strip wire and back fence being used to graze covers of 2,500 kgDM/ha on a farm in 

Co. Cavan. Residual 4 cm. 12 hr blocks. Grazed paddocks are closed off for the winter 

 

Farm Cover (kg 

DM/ha) 

Cover/LU (kg 

DM/LU) 

Stocking Rate 

(LU/ha) 

Growth (kg 

DM/ha) 

Demand (kg 

DM/ha 

Average 930 315 2.95 40 36 

Location Moorepark 

Date 08/10/18 

Time of Day  09.00 

Weather Dry 

DM%:  16.2% 

Grazing Tips for the Week 

 Paddocks being grazed now should be 
closed off for the winter 

 Graze down to 4 cm to ensure good qual-
ity grass next spring 

 Use a strip wire and back-fence to graze 
heavy covers 

 Make sure to have an autumn rotation 
plan made out and follow recommended 
grazing areas 

http://www.pbi.ie
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Current Grazing Management and Infrastructure: 

Soil Fertility:    
 

 Lime- Ground conditions are excellent for spreading lime. Lime can be 

bought and spread for around €23/ Tonne. A pH of 6.2- 6.5 is im-

portant to release P & K into the soil and create a stable environment 

for the ryegrass plant 

 Slurry– Now is also a great opportunity to spread slurry. Slurry should 

be targeted where silage is taken off and also on paddocks deficient in 

Potassium and Phosphorus 

 Potassium (K)- Products like Muriate of Potash (straight K) can be 

spread on paddocks in index 1,2 and 3 for K  

 

Grass10 Autumn Walks: 

Thank you to everyone who attended our Grass10 au-

tumn walks. We have 4 sheep events coming up that are 

not to be missed! 

 

Autumn Closing for a Mid-Season Lambing Flock: 

Carry out your autumn closing planner for a mid- season 

lambing flock on the following link: https://

www.teagasc.ie/media/website/animals/sheep/Sheep-

Autumn-Closing-Planner.pdf  

 

Fodder Budget: 

Make sure to complete a fodder budget at the following 

link: https://www.teagasc.ie/media/website/

publications/2018/Fodder-plan--Winter-2018.pdf  

 

PastureBase Ireland:  
Follow us on Twitter for the latest updates on grass:  

PastureBase Ireland (@PastureBase)  
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Autumn grazing management and planning for the winter ahead is the focus on two dairy farms this 

week. These farms suffered from drought and have had to make some tough decisions to build farm co-

vers and to have enough fodder for the winter ahead. 

  Farmer: Sean Kelly, Nenagh, Co. Tipperary   Growth: 44 kgDM/ha  

  Enterprise: Dairy     Demand: 55 kgDM/ha 

  Current Average Farm Cover: 1,051 kgDM/ha  Current Cover/LU: 308 kgDM/LU 

  Stocking Rate (Grazing Platform): 3.41   Supplementation: 3 kg Meal 

Start Date of Closing Autumn Closing: 10th October 

Grass Grown to Date: 10.5 Tonnes DM/Ha (down 6 Tonne DM/Ha compared to 2017) 

 

Demand is high on the farm at the minute, but I plan on reducing demand by selling 9 empty cows this week. I am also 
going to carry out a measurement tomorrow and I will probably increase the meal up to 4.5– 5 kg to reduce demand. I 
have been grazing heavy covers of 2,400—2,500 kgDM/ha and clean outs have been good in general. I have cows on 
12 hr blocks to make sure that we graze down to 4 cm. There were 1 or 2 paddocks that were difficult to graze out, but 
I am happy in general. We have an out-farm with heifers and weanlings with more than enough grass too. 

In terms of slurry, we cut 3rd cut silage last week and I spread slurry back on this ground to replace K off-take. I still 
have a small bit of slurry in the tank, and the plan is to follow the cows as paddocks are closed off. We are starting to 
close off paddocks tomorrow (10th October) and plan to have 65% of the farm closed off by early November. There are 
2 paddocks that need lime and my plan is to get lime spread on them as soon as I can. 

I suffered badly from drought on this farm and a large amount of meal and silage had to be fed over the summer. We 
have 180 good quality bales that I will feed next spring to milking cows if weather comes against us. My plan is to open 
the pit for dry cows to start. We have access to a diet feeder and will feed straw and meal along with the silage to ex-
tend fodder. We are less than 10% short having cut silage last week, so with good management we should be able to 
get through the winter.  

  Farmer: Michael Doran, Wexford    Growth: 66 kgDM/ha 

  Enterprise: Dairy     Demand: 37.8 kgDM/ha 

  Current Average Farm Cover: 1,016 kgDM/ha  Current Cover/LU: 322 kgDM/LU 

  Stocking Rate (Grazing Platform):  3.15   Supplementation: 5 kg Meal 

Grass Grown to Date: 11 Tonnes DM/Ha (down 5 Tonne DM/Ha compared to 2017) 

 

 

I am currently grazing paddocks around the milking parlour. I graze paddocks 350m down the road and I will start graz-
ing them once I have the home place closed off. This will allow me to graze around the milking parlour early next spring 
and move down the road after St. Patricks day. The plan is to have 66% of the farm grazed next spring by 17th March 
and start the 2nd round early April.  

I have nearly all of my slurry spread on ground that was cut for silage, but I still have 60,000 gallons still in the tank. I 
will spread this slurry as I’m closing off paddocks. I spread lime across the farm over the last few years. The pH of my 
farm is fairly good and ranges from 6.1 to 6.6. For this reason, I am going to hold off this year and continue to spread 
next year. The farm is at index 3 & 4 for phosphorus and index 4 for potassium.  

We suffered from drought on this farm and fed silage and meal heavily from the beginning of June until the middle of 
August. I was feeding 10 kg of meal when grass ran out and gradually cut back to 5 kg meal. We always aim to have 2 
tonnes silage per cow in reserve, so I purchased some maize and some winter wheat (wholecrop) to fill the gap. I have 
sold 35 in calf heifers to reduce demand for silage this winter. As it stands, I have enough silage to take me through a 5 
month winter. Last year we fed around 350 kg meal per cow over the whole year, however due the drought we will end 
up feeding over a tonne per cow this year. 


