
 

 

18th September 2018 

Grass10 Weekly Update  

 

Current Pasture Performance PastureBase Ireland: www.pbi.ie Micheal O’Leary 

 Average feed allocation: 

 Grass 13.1 kgDM/LU 

 Concentrates 4 kg/LU 

 Silage 0.3 kgDM/LU 

 The average rotation length being used on PBI 

is 29 days. This should be extended out to 35 

days this week 

 Growth rate has dropped slightly in the last 7 

days. It is important to continue supplementing 

to build covers  

 Removal of surplus stock such as empty cows, 

underperforming cows, high SCC cows and late 

calvers will also reduce demand for grass on 

farms 

 To sign up to PastureBase Irelamd, call into us at the National Ploughing Championships at 

Block 3, Row 13, Stand 277 or contact PBI support at 0469200965  

 

Forecasting Farm Cover for Next Week:           Dry Matter Results:  

Grazing Tips for the Week: 
 Operate a rotation length of 35 days. To 

achieve this, you should be grazing less than 

3% of the grazing platform per day 

 Measure grass supply so that you know how 

much grass you have and so you can monitor 

growth rates 

 Use strip wires to graze heavy covers down to 

4 cm 

 Spread 30 units of N on the grazing platform 

 Slurry should be spread where 3rd cut silage 

is taken off  

 Slurry can also be spread on the grazing plat-

form given the extended rotation length and 

should be targeted on paddocks low in potas-

sium (K) and phosphorus (P) 

 

 

Farm Cover (kg 

DM/ha) 

Cover/LU (kg 

DM/LU) 

Stocking Rate 

(LU/ha) 

Growth (kg 

DM/ha) 

Demand (kg 

DM/ha 

Average 921 303 3.06 55 40 

Location Moorepark 

Sampling Date 17/09/18 

Time of Day  09.15 

Weather Cloudy 

DM%:  14.3 

Using our  PastureBase figures above:  

Average farm cover: 921, Cover/LU: 303, Growth: 55, De-

mand 40. 

Grass surplus: 15 kgDM/ha/day (105/week). If growth rate 

continues, our average farm cover will be 1,026 kgDM/ha 

(335 kgDM/LU) in 7 days. It is important that demand re-

mains low and farmers allow for a reduced growth rate 

going forward to build grass to 1,100 kgDM/ha 

http://www.pbi.ie
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How to Close off the Farm this Autumn: 
Every farmer should have two objectives this autumn: 

 Keep grass in the diet of livestock for as long as 

possible 

 Close off the farm properly to have grass sup-

ply on the farm for next spring 

 

Generally to achieve these two targets we use the 60: 

40 rule: 

 60% of the farm closed by early November 

 Graze the remaining 40% during November 

 

Farmers must start closing off paddocks for the winter 

in the first week of October (27th September on heavy 

soils) to have grass on these paddocks for grazing next 

February and March. When farmers start closing off the farm, sequence of paddock closing is important. 

For example, paddocks that are wetter and that have poor access should not be closed early. Therefore, 

farmers should be targeting the following paddocks to 

close off on the farm  early (but not necessarily first): 

 Paddocks close to the shed: livestock can be 

let out with minimal walking. On/off grazing 

 Some dry paddocks: this ensures grazing will 

take place even if the spring proves difficult 

 Multiple entry/exit points: livestock can be let 

in and out of the paddock through different 

gaps to avoid excessive damage at entry/exit 

points 

 Water-troughs: a water trough in the middle of 

the paddock means that the strip wire and back 

fence can be hung up and livestock will still 

have access to water 

 

Farmers should keep the following in mind when closing off the farm: 

 Put a plan in place. Set your dates and allocate the correct proportion of the farm to graze per week. 

To have 60% of the farm closed in October, the farmer must be grazing 13-15% of the farm per 

week dependant on initial closing date 

 Once a paddock is closed, do not re-graze it, as it will compromise grass supply for next spring. 

 If you have a low grass supply on your farm this autumn, supplement in order to extend the grazing 

season and to keep grass in the diet of your cows for as long as possible. Do not graze the farm 

quickly and run out of grass, as it will result in an earlier housing date and less grass grown. 

 

The target closing cover on farms should be at least 600 kgDM/ha (preferably 650 kgDM/ha on Dec1st). 

If we can achieve this, we give ourselves a good chance of opening up the farm next year with a substan-

tial opening cover (depending on growth rates over the winter). 

 

Example 1: Closing Cover 600 kgDM/ha on November 15th. Growth rate of 3.5 kgDM/day over the 

winter period. 78 days from November 15th to February 1st: 

Closing Cover 600 kgDM/ha + ( 3.5 kgDM/ha Growth Rate X 78 Days ) = 873 kgDM/ha Opening Cover 

Feb 1st. This will take pressure off fodder demands next spring! 

 

 


