
YIELD DIG RESULTS

2018 is a year that will live long in the

memory for many potato growers, late

planting, drought, secondary growths,

and exceptionally dry conditions at

harvest all made growing the crop very

challenging. Some of these factors have

had an impact on crop yields and these

are reflected in the Bord Bia yield digs.

Table 1 shows the results for Rooster

for each region and also the irrigated

yield versus un-irrigated yield. Table 2

gives the results for Kerr’s Pink and

again compares both irrigated and non-

irrigated crops.

Table 1 (Rooster t/ac)

County <

50mm

50mm -

80mm

Oversize/

Waste

National
Average 3.31 13.42 0.77
Meath 2.68 13.00 1.05

Dublin 2.56 12.06 0.65

Wexford 4.47 13.55 0.52

Cork 3.73 16.41 0.65

Louth 3.12 19.04 1.61
Wicklow/
Kilkenny 4.47 13.54 0.61

Irrigated 4.79 13.56 0.44
Non

irrigated 2.69 12.91 0.91

Table 2 (Kerr’s Pink t/ac)

County <

50mm

50mm

-80mm

Oversize/

Waste

National
Average 5.26 11.48 0.65

Meath/Dublin 5.71 10.77 0.76

Cork/Kilkenny 4.91 14.03 0.56

Louth 6.23 10.28 0.36

Wexford 3.95 10.6 1.15

Irrigated 4.74 12.68 0.71
Non

Irrigated 5.68 9.3 0.77

The yields recorded show a significant

decrease on the 2017 crop and are also

the lowest yielding crops since 2012

(Table 3). Irrigated crops performed

better than those that received no

irrigation, however the increase in

yields were not as high as you would

expect, although the increase was

greater in Kerr’s Pink than in Rooster.

This may have been due to the number

of applications or the availability of

water not being sufficient to meet the

demands of the crops. Table 3 also

indicates that the 2018 crop is well

below the rolling 10 year average for

both varieties and it is significantly

below the yields achieved in 2017.

Table 3; (t/ac)

Year Rooster Kerrs Pink

2009 13.63 12.66

2010 17.47 15.19

2011 17.33 15.40

2012 12.76 10.24

2013 14.83 14.15

2014 16.53 14.35

2015 18.44 15.28

2016 17.38 14.94

2017 19.48 14.97

2018 13.42 11.48

10 year Av 16.13 13.87

Table 4 below shows the percentage

change from the previous years’ yield

digs. Again this helps to illustrate that

crops in 2018 fell a long way short of

their potential given the yields that we

achieved in 2017, which were the

highest recorded to date.
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Table 4 (% increase or decrease)

Year Rooster Kerrs Pink

06/07 -0.07 0

07/08 -0.8 -5

08/09 -10 -13.5

09/10 +28 +20

10/11 -1 +1

11/12 -26.4 -33.5

12/13 +16.2 +38.2

13/14 +11.5 +1.4

14/15 +10.4 +6.1

15/16 -6.1 -2.3

16/17 +12.0 +0.2

17/18 -31.1 -23.3

The area of maincrop varieties planted

in 2018 also fell from 7,987 ha in 2017

to 7,325 this year. Consequently the

overall production for the 2018 crop,

will be significantly lower than 2017.

CSO figures for 2017 estimate the

total crop at 412,000 tonnes whereas

this year’s crop is likely to be

approximately 260,000 tonnes, again

the lowest since 2012.

___________________________

SEED

Most growers are in the process of

either taking delivery of seed or

ordering their requirements for 2019.

This process needs to be completed as

soon as possible for a number reasons;

Firstly, while much of the seed crops

were grown in areas that were least

affected by the drought in both Ireland

and the UK yields are still likely to be

reduced which will put pressure on seed

availability.

Secondly many growers who regularly

kept their own home saved seed were

forced in many cases to treat the crops

that were destined to be kept for seed

with Maleic Hydracide, to prevent

secondary growth in the crops. This will

greatly reduce the viability of seed

kept from these crops. Therefore this

source of seed will not be available to

growers this year, putting further

demand on certified crops.

Thirdly, approximately 40-50% of our

Rooster and Kerr’s Pink seed comes

from the UK, for other varieties it is

significantly higher. When Brexit is

triggered on the 29th of March 2019

this could delay the supply of seed and

other goods coming into Ireland while

the necessary legislation regarding

importation of goods is being

implemented. Should there be a no deal

Brexit seed supply may be stopped

altogether until trading agreements are

put in place, which could take months.

Therefore if you haven’t been in contact

with your seed supplier up until now, you

need to order and take delivery of your

full seed requirements as early in the

2019 as you can.

___________________________

MERRY CHRISTMAS

Finally on behalf of all our staff at

Teagasc we wish you and your families a

safe and happy Christmas and a

prosperous New Year!

___________________________

Shay Phelan
Potato specialist
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