
Minister for Communications,

Climate Action and the

Environment, Denis Naughten TD

announced in December 2017 that

a new Support Scheme for

Renewable Heat (SSRH) would be

opened for applications during

2018 and would include the

agricultural sector. This is a very

welcome development for the

poultry sector in Ireland and the

bioenergy sector in general. This

area has been stagnant for almost

five years. There will be new

opportunities now to stimulate

growth for businesses in the

biomass supply side and indeed for

biomass technology providers. As

well as helping to meet EU heat

targets of 12% (currently 6.8%)

from renewable sources by 2020, it

will play a role in reducing potential

fines come 2020. The relatively

high-energy demands on poultry

farms means they are ideally placed

to benefit from technology such as

solar photovoltaic (PV), wind,

biomass heating or anaerobic

digestion, especially as fossil energy

prices continue to rise. Biomass

heating systems can improve bird

welfare in poultry sheds, as the dry

heat produced means humidity is

cut from 65% under liquefied

petroleum gas (LPG) systems to

nearer 35%, and carbon monoxide

emissions are also lower. We hope

to have greater clarity on this at

Energy in Agriculture, which takes

place at Gurteen Agricultural

College, Co. Tipperary on August

21 next.
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Congrats!
In May a level 5, 30-

credit poultry course

commenced in

Ballyhaise College,

with 20 students.

It is a part-time 18-

week course with

class and on-farm

tutorials. Huge

credit must be given

to Dermot

McCarthy, Con

Feighery and John

Kelly for their

foresight in

providing this course

for the industry.
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For further information on any issues raised in this newsletter, or to access other
enterprise newsletters, please contact your local Teagasc adviser or see www.teagasc.ie.

POULTRY JULY 2018 

D
es

ig
n 

by
 T

hi
nk

 M
ed

ia
.

Campylobacter study 
This study is being conducted to compare the

impact of three different bedding materials

(wood shavings, straw and peat) on the levels of

campylobacter logs at first thin in broiler

chickens on a commercial farm.

Theory
There is anecdotal evidence that the use of

bedding materials with a pH below 4.5 assists in

reducing the incidences of campylobacter in

chickens grown for slaughter.

Workings
Bedding material from the three houses will be

sampled/analysed to determine its pH status

prior to placement of chicks, again at 21 days,

again at 33/35 days (first thin) and finally, when

the house is cleared. This is necessary to track

what (if any) changes occur in terms of the pH

values of the various bedding materials during

the six-week production cycle.

Boot swabs will also be taken at 14, 21 and 28

days. Campylobacter enrichment analysis will be

completed, as this will give an early indication of

the campylobacter status of each flock. Ceca

samples will be removed from birds out of each

house and analysed independently in Agrihealth,

which is an Irish National Accreditation Board

(INAB) accredited lab. At this stage, we will be

able to identify what (if any) levels of

campylobacter are present in each house, and

correlate that to the bedding material used in

that particular house.

All houses will have litter and ceca sample tests

repeated at final thin to determine if they

remained negative or if logs increased from first

to final thin. This will give us a better

understanding of how stress levels around

loading/catching affect campylobacter levels or

if they are solely associated with exposure to the

pathogen.

New
poultry
adviser
Michael Duffy, left,

has been appointed

as a poultry adviser

based in the Teagasc

Ballyhaise and

Monaghan offices.

He comes with

extensive experience

across all aspects of

the poultry industry. One of his first actions was

to set up a poultry steering group with

representatives from all sectors within the poultry

industry. Liaising with this group will give Michael

and Teagasc real-time feedback on what is

happening within this important rural industry.

He is overseeing the rollout of our new education

programme and is now established as a point of

contact for all clients and advisers with poultry-

related queries. On the research side of things,

Michael is undertaking a study into

campylobacter levels in broiler chickens, in

conjunction with the three major broiler

processers in Ireland (see below). 


