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Frank Campion and Ciaran Lynch 
Teagasc Animal & Grassland Research 
& Innovation Programme, Hugh 
Rooney, Teagasc, Louth.

Peadar Kearney farms 27ha 
near Ardee, Co Louth, where 
he runs a mid-season lambing 

-

just over 300 ewes, and when the 80 

Getting the basics right

system is to ensure soil fertility is 

farm every two to three years and 

-

Infrastructure

-

-

-

Temporary divisions 

-

-

-

-

-
-

Grass measuring
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Getting the most from 
your grazing block
– utilising grass in Co Louth

Figure 1

Figure 2
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While no reseeding has been done 

spring and summer, it will form an 
important part of  Peadar’s grassland 
management for the future. 

The changes and strides made by 
Peadar in how he manages and uti-
lises grass on his farm were evident 
when he was awarded the Grass10 
Sheep farmer of  the year for 2017. 

Managing the drought in 2018
Over the past couple of  years Pea-
dar’s strides in grassland manage-
ment have allowed him to go from a 

position where he was buying all his 
silage to making all his own silage. 

However, this year it was a differ-
ent story.  As presented in Figure 2 
(p14) , growth rates for this year have 

periods in the summer. 
In order to manage the 900 sheep 

on the farm during this time, Peadar 
began supplementing lambs with 
concentrates from early July. 

The ewes were kept in two batches 
to spread the pressure across the two 
grazing blocks, with concentrate sup-
plementation offered to some of  the 
ewes and others supplemented with 
some of  the 2018 silage. 

Winter ready?
Peadar has completed his fodder 
budget for the coming winter and, in 
addition to silage he made prior to the 
drought and in September, he  
has purchased an additional 50  
bales of  silage locally which will  
give him 100% of  his fodder require-
ments. 

In addition, Peadar and Joanne  
Martin, who works with him at the 
busier times of  the year, also went 

culled a further 20 underperforming 

also ease pressure on fodder  
supplies. 

Picture 1. Picture 2.

Hugh Rooney and Peader Kearney.
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